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Dudley area most expensive for burial and cremations 

FAMILIES FACING 
FUNERAL DEBTS 


Report by John Corser 


DUDLEY and Stourbridge are 
the most expensive places 
in the UK for a funeral, after 
London. 

The West Midlands is the second 
highest priced region of the UK for 
funeral costs, with Dudley and Stour¬ 
bridge topping the table within the 
region with the average costs of a fu¬ 
neral at £4,439. 

In Rowley Regis it was just a little cheaper 
at £4,160. Meanwhile, the average cost across 
the West Midlands is now £3,977, according to 
research from insurance group Royal London 
for its national funeral cost index. 

London’s average funeral is estimated at 
£4,838 - that’s £6,479 for burials and £3,198 
for cremations. In the West Midlands burials 
average at £4,699 and cremations at £3,255. 
Nationally the average stands at £3,757. 

In the fifth year of Royal London’s research, 
the average cost of a UK funeral has risen by six 
per cent from £3,551 in 2014. 

Debt 

Now there are fears that funeral costs are 
forcing families into debt. 

Individual funeral debt has increased at a 
much higher rate - 34 per cent - in the last five 
years with people now taking on an average 
debt of £1,744, compared to £1,305 in 2014. 

Royal London’s funeral cost expert Louise 
Eaton-Terry said: “High funeral costs in the 
West Midlands have left many families taking 
on a mountain of debt, with our research show¬ 
ing a huge increase in the amount being bor¬ 
rowed by the bereaved over the last five years. 

“More support needs to be offered to families 
struggling to pay for funeral costs. It’s shocking 
that the Government do not consider funeral 
director’s fees and a coffin to be a ‘necessary’ 
cost. We want the Social Fund to cover the cost 
of a basic funeral, as no-one should have to 
struggle to give their loved ones a decent send- 
off.” 

Royal London found that nationally 12 per 
cent took on debt to pay for a funeral. Of those 
who struggled with funeral costs, 28 per cent 
borrowed money from friends and family and 
21 per cent took on debt. One in 10 sold posses¬ 
sions to give their loved ones a decent send-off. 


ATTENTION! AS CLOCK TURNED BACK 100 YEARS 



Members of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment Living History Group in their uniforms, ready for the event at Haden Hill House 


THE clock will be turned back 100 years at 
Haden Hill House Museum in Cradley Heath 
on Sunday at a special event to mark the cen¬ 
tenary of the end of the First World War. 

There will be a chance to learn more about 
the experiences of Great War soldiers with 
the Royal Warwickshire Regiment Living 
History Group re-enacting scenes of the time. 

The Sandwell Remembers event will run 
from noon to 4pm at the Victorian house off 


Halesowen Road. Entrance to the event is 
free. 

Councillor Steve Trow, Sandwell Council’s 
cabinet member for culture, said: “This is one 
of many events to mark the end of the war 
and a chance for local people to appreciate the 
efforts of British soldiers. Visitors will be able 
to learn about the soldiers’ uniform, kit and 
weapons and what it was like to serve in often 
dreadful conditions in the trenches.” 


There will also be an old-fashioned sing-a- 
long in the drawing room with tunes from the 
time, such as It’s A Long Way to Tipperary. 

Jane Hanney, museum services manager, 
said: “Children can also enjoy our ‘train home 
trail’ and make a flag to wave and take home 
or a decorate a poppy for our remembrance 
wall.” 

For more information visit www.sandwell. 
gov.uk/joininmuseums or call 01384 569 444. 


POLICE 

Man facing kidnap 
and rape charges 

A BRIERLEY Hill man has been charged 
with 13 offences including kidnap and 
rape. Simon Wiggins, 46, is accused of 
rape, sexual assault, kidnap and assault. 
He is due to appear at Northampton Crown 
Court on October 12. 

The alleged offences, against three vic¬ 
tims, were said to have happened in Dud¬ 
ley, Stourbridge and Northamptonshire 
between 1997 and 2018. Northampton¬ 
shire Police are investigating. Anyone with 
information is asked to contact police on 
101, quoting Operation Pelican, or Crime- 
stoppers anonymously on 0800 555111. 

SEARCH 

Missing student— 
suspects released 

TWO men arrested on suspicion of 
murder by police searching for miss¬ 
ing student Thomas Jones in Worces¬ 
ter have been released without charge. 

Albion fan Thomas, aged 18, from 
Bromsgrove, was last seen in the early 
hours of September 19 close to the 
River Severn. He recently started a 
teaching course at the city’s university. 

West Mercia Police said it remains a 
missing person enquiry. 


COURT 

Stab death accused 
is found not guilty 

A 21-year-old man has been cleared of 
murdering a father who was stabbed 
to death on a street in Brierley Hill High 
Street. 

Niron Parker-Lee was found not guilty 
of killing Mansoor Mahmood by a jury at 
Birmingham Crown Court on Tuesday. Mr 
Mahmood, 24, was knifed in the chest. 

• Cleared - see page 2 
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I will turn hospital around, says chief 



Chief executive Diane 
Wake - ‘committed’ 


THE boss of troubled Russells Hall Hos¬ 
pital has suggested she is the best per¬ 
son to turn it around, as she laid out her 
plans to improve services to concerned 
council chiefs. 

Under-fire chief executive Diane 
Wake presented an improvement plan 
to Dudley Council following a damning 
inspection by health watchdog the Care 
Quality Commission, which again found 
the emergency department ‘inadequate’. 

She is expected to be grilled by council 
scrutiny bosses this week over failings at 
the hospital, which is facing a probe into 
the deaths of up to 54 patients. 


Ms Wake has laid out her plans for 
delivering the required improvements, 
including action over sepsis, which the 
watchdog said doctors were struggling 
to identify, and increased staffing. 

She said there had been a ‘compre¬ 
hensive staffing review’ and an extra 
five A&E consultants had been brought 
in. 

The hospital boss said staff in A&E 
had been re-trained in how to spot the 
signs of sepsis and manage patients who 
have the condition. A ‘dedicated sepsis 
trolley’ has also been introduced. 

A report from Ms Wake to the coun¬ 


cil’s health scrutiny committee said: 
“We are absolutely committed to deliv¬ 
ering the actions needed to ensure our 
patients are safe. 

“A new cohort of qualified nurses 
commence in September 2018. A neigh¬ 
bouring trust is supporting us with an 
induction programme for new nursing 
starters and a training programme for 
all staff in the emergency department.” 

The borough’s four MPs - Ian Austin, 
Mike Wood, Margot James and James 
Morris - have insisted change is needed 
at the top and called for the chair of gov¬ 
ernors, Jenni Ord, to resign. 


Stab death accused 
is cleared of murder 


A 21-year-old man has been 
cleared of murdering a father 
who was stabbed to death on a 
high street in the Black Country. 

Niron Parker-Lee was found not 
guilty of killing Mansoor Mahmood, 
who died after being knifed in the 
chest in Brierley Hill. But he was 
jailed after admitting other offences. 

The decision was reached by a jury at 
Birmingham Crown Court on Tuesday. 

The defendant, who was standing in his 
second trial after the first collapsed when 
the jury were unable to come to a deci¬ 
sion, had admitted inflicting the fatal stab 
wound on Mr Mahmood, 
aged 24, but claimed it was 
self-defence. 

The pair were involved 
in a late-night fight on 
the High Street before 
the stabbing on October 
16, 2016. Mr Mahmood 
managed to stagger into a 
takeaway but died a short 
time later. He leaves a 
wife, Aisha and two chil¬ 
dren, Isa and Awais. 

Parker-Lee, of Blewitt Street, Pensnett, 
was cleared of murder after more than a 
year behind bars awaiting trial. 

He told the court that he had not in¬ 
tended to ‘take his life away’, saying Mr 
Mahmood was ‘coming at me’ after they 
exchanged heated words in the street. He 
claimed he pulled out a knife to warn off 
Mr Mahmood after seeing the victim ‘try¬ 
ing to reach for something’. 

Parker-Lee told the jury: “I came under 
him at that time, I didn’t realise he had 
been stabbed. Everything happened so 
quick. The only time I realised he had been 
stabbed was when I heard him screaming 
and saw blood.” 

Parker-Lee admitted possession of a 
bladed article, two counts of possession of 
a class A drug, failing to surrender at court, 
possession of a weapon in prison and com¬ 
mon assault in relation to a separate inci¬ 
dent. He was jailed for three years. 




Former mayor Councillor Dave Tyler gave £58,750 to charities after events including a dinner with Kevin Keegan 


A former Mayor of Dudley has 
raised more than £58,000 for his 
chosen charities during his year 
in office - a borough fundraising 
record. 

Councillor Dave Tyler handed 
over £58,750 to be divided between 
Dudley Mind, Dudley Alzheim¬ 
er’s Society and the YMCA, and 


thanked all those who had sup¬ 
ported his fundraising events. 

These had included a charity 
dinner with England and Liverpool 
football legend Kevin Keegan and 
a gala ball. 

Councillor Tyler’s fundraising 
efforts beas the previous record 
of £55,000 by Councillor Steve 


Waltho. Councillor Tyler said: “It 
was an honour to serve as Mayor of 
Dudley, alongside my wife Barbara, 
and to be able to help raise funds 
for charities which are so close to 
my heart. 

“These organisations will be able 
to use this money to support people 
going through difficult times.” 


Fatal crash 
driver, 20, 
walks free 
from court 

A YOUNG woman from Dudley who 
caused the death of a grandfather by 
driving without due care and attention 
left court in tears after being spared im¬ 
mediate detention. 

A lack of experience behind the wheel 
may have led Emily Doyle-Gibbons - 19 
at the time, now 20 - to lose control of 
her Ford Fiesta. 

Her car crossed the carriageway and 
ploughed head-on into a Vauxhall Corsa, 
killing its driver Malcolm Aplin. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard 
that both vehicles were travelling at be¬ 
tween 45mph and 55mph - within the 
60mph limit - when tragedy struck on a 
curve at Port Lane near Brewood around 
4.15pm on June 25 last year. 

Mr Aplin, a 59-year-old care home 
owner from Tettenhall with five children 
and five grandchildren, suffered ‘cata¬ 
strophic’ injuries and died at the scene. 

Doyle-Gibbons, who passed her test 
in January 2016, was found guilty by a 
10-2 majority, following a trial, of caus¬ 
ing death by careless driving. 

Hospital 

She spent 15 days in hospital with a 
fractured foot, pelvis and wrist. 

Mr Paul Spratt, prosecuting, said: 
“You may come to the conclusion that 
the speed at which she was travelling, 
coupled with her relative inexperience, 
made her incapable of reacting how a 
more experienced driver might have 
done.” 

Mr Oliver Woolhouse, defending, sug¬ 
gested that a ‘conflagration of small mis¬ 
takes’ caused her ‘inability or failure’ to 
correct the steering before it was too late 
after going over a drain. 

Judge James Burbidge QC told her: 
“You well know the devastation you 
have caused and feel that keenly.” 

Doyle-Gibbons , of Warren Drive, was 
given six months detention suspended 
for two years, ordered to do 250 hours 
unpaid community work and banned 
from driving for five years. 

Harvest festival 
events at church 

BLACKHEATH Church in Long Lane 
is preparing for its Harvest Festival 
events. 

On Saturday, October 6, there will be 
a chance to grab a bargain at a table top 
sale held in the church hall in Vicarage 
Road, from 10am to noon, admission 
20p. On the following day choral even¬ 
song will be held at 6.30pm at the Long 
Lane church. 

The family harvest service will be 
held on Sunday, October 14, at 10am. 
All church groups including Guides, 
Brownies, Sunday Cub and local schools 
will bring their harvest gifts and these 
will be distributed later. 
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Police teams 
could work 
out of just 
two bases 

POLICE emergency teams could be 
based at just two locations in the 
Black Country - leading to fears some 
areas will see slower response times. 

Wolverhampton and Brierley Hill 
would be the only two bases with 
around 200 officers relocated from 
stations in Bloxwich and West Bro¬ 
mwich. 

The plan would see officers start 
and end shifts at one of the two hubs 
and work remotely thanks to new 
technology. 

But West Midlands Police Feder¬ 
ation chairman Sergeant Richard 
Cooke said he was against the plan to 
move the response teams, which are 
made up of officers who react to 999 
calls and round-the-clock emergen¬ 
cies. 

Sgt Cooke said: “I think it is un¬ 
realistic to have officers leave their 
station and spend their whole shift 
out on the patch. It will mean areas 
like Wolverhampton will have more 
officers than Walsall, while places like 
Aldridge could see response times in¬ 
crease.” 

Walsall North MP Eddie Hughes 
said: “I’m really concerned about pro¬ 
posals to move police response from 
Walsall to Wolverhampton. 

“Having spoken to both officers 
and constituents I know many people 
share my concerns.” 

Police stations closing include Sedg- 
ley, Oldbury, Tipton and Smethwick. 

Gym star joins 
city Hall of Fame 

GYMNASTICS star Kristian Thom¬ 
as, who trained in Halesowen, has 
been inducted into Wolverhampton’s 
Sporting Hall of Fame. 

The Olympic medallist said it was 
a proud moment as he joined stellar 
names such as Billy Wright and Den¬ 
ise Lewis on the list. 

Kristian, who has now retired, was 
part of one of the most successful 
men’s gymnastics teams and went 
on to become household names in the 
sporting world. He was recognised 
by the city along with former cyclist 
Stuart Dangerfield, winter Olympian 
Michael Booton and Mark Farnell, 
the first Paralympian to make it into 
the Hall of Fame, inducted in front of 
around 100 guests at Aldersley Lei¬ 
sure Village. 


Poems on demand 

A FORMER Worcestershire Poet Lau¬ 
reate is visiting Stourbridge Library, 
to create poems on demand. Fergus 
McGonigal will be at the library in 
the Crown Centre on October 4 from 
11am as part of National Poetry Day. 


Tim's royal snap on awards shortlist 



Prince William at Mary Stevens Park 


EXPRESS & Star chief photographer 
Tim Thursfield’s shot of The Duke of 
Cambridge visiting the Black Country 
has been shortlisted for a top award. 

His photograph of the Duke meet¬ 
ing the crowds in Stourbridge just 
last week has been shortlisted for the 
News Media Association’s Royal Rota 
photography competition. The online 
public runs until 5pm tomorrow (Fri¬ 
day). 

The results will be used to create 
a shortlist, which will be judged by a 
panel of industry experts to find the 
winners in five categories: National 


Newspaper Rota Photo of the Year; 
Regional/Local Newspaper Rota Photo 
of the Year; Rota Picture Agency Rota 
Photo of the Year; Overall Rota Photo 
of the Year; Special Category - Rota 
photographs of Prince Harry and 
Meghan Markle together. 

The E&S shot was taken when the 
Duke visited Stourbridge to unveil 
a statue of Frank Foley. Thousands 
of people packed into Mary Stevens 
Park to honour the man dubbed ‘The 
British Schindler’ because he helped 
save thousands of Jewish families 
from Nazi concentration camps. The 


secret agent used his role as passport 
control officer for the British embassy 
in Berlin, as a cover to help thousands 
of Jews escape from Nazi Germany. 

He retired to Stourbridge where he 
lived near Mary Stevens Park where 
the Duke unveiled his statue last 
Tuesday. 

A showcase of 48 of the best photo¬ 
graphs from Roya Rota events is on 
the News Media Association’s website 
and members of the public are invited 
to browse the images and vote for 
their favourite. 


Child sex shame school 
teacher is sent to prison 


AN assistant headteacher who spent 
years luring girls he believed to be 
as young as 10 into disgusting sex¬ 
ual conversations on internet chat 
rooms has been jailed. 

Andrew Shelton, aged 51, who was 
a senior teacher at Harborne Primary 
School, admitted it gave him a ‘buzz’, Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court heard. 

“He deliberately targeted young girls for his 
own gratification inciting them to sexual activ¬ 
ity,” said Mr Hugh O’Brien Quinn, prosecuting. 

Those involved told him 




• a 


they were aged between 
10 and 15 but none was a 
pupil at the school where 
he taught. 

Shelton, from Hale¬ 
sowen, made contact 
through several chat 
rooms. On his laptop were 
found 93 indecent pictures 
of young girls, believed to 
have been sent as a result 
Andrew Shelton - of these internet conver- 
indecent images sations. The computer 
showed he had been behaving in such a way 
since at least 2014. 

In September 2015 he asked a girl, who gave 
her age as 13, if she wanted a weekend in Bir¬ 
mingham. He spoke to her about sex with older 
men. He told a girl he believed was aged 12 that 
she was ‘hot and sexy as hell’. 

The teacher’s dirty secret was uncovered last 
year after he contacted a girl who said she was 
13 but she was a police decoy. Officers raided his 
home in Woodman Close and seized his laptop. 

Miss Sophie Murray, defending, said the 
shamed teacher, who suffers from spina bifida, 
had voluntarily sought help to break his ‘addic¬ 
tion’. She added: “He has lost everything; his 
job, his wife, his relationship with his children. 
He is at rock bottom.” 

Shelton, who was of previous good character, 
pleaded guilty to seven charges of attempting 
to incite young girls to engage in sexual activ¬ 
ity and one of making indecent images. He was 
jailed for two years and eight months. 


Fancy a byte? Robot waiters on way 



Fish and micro-chips? Amy and Amy Plus, the new robot waitresses from China, have arrived in Halesowen 


THE next big thing in the restau¬ 
rant trade could be robot waiters. 
A Halesowen company is prepar¬ 
ing to supply them in the UK. 

In China these robots have been 
an increasing feature after e-com¬ 


merce giant Alibaba opened a 
chain of restaurants where human 
servers have been replaced. 

Ayesha Ahmed, of Halesowen’s 
Servicerobots.com, isn’t expecting 
them to take over UK restaurants 


just yet but says: “We are seeing 
a lot of interest in them as talk¬ 
ing points and attractions’. The 
first batch of Chinese-built robots 
have arrived at their Mucklow 
Hill showroom. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gnome one knows 
where they went 

A COLLECTION of gnomes that 
were on show at Dudley Zoo during 
the 1970s and 80s have disappeared 
without a trace, without even a photo. 

Now staff are appealing to members 
of the public, asking them to send in 
pictures of ‘Gnomeland, which was 
populated by gnomes in a small sys¬ 
tem of caves lit by lamplight for visi¬ 
tors to the Castle Hill attraction. 

Zoo director Derek Grove said: 
“People remember Gnomeland and 
talk about it, but there’s a definite 
gap in our archives as we don’t have a 
photo of the popular exhibit.” Anyone 
with a photo of the gnomes is asked to 
email photos@dudleyzoo.org.uk 

School expansion 
gets the go-ahead 

PLANS for an expansion at a school 
for children with mild learning dif¬ 
ficulties have been given the green 
light. 

Cabinet chiefs at Sandwell Council 
gave the go-ahead for Westminster 
School in Rowley Regis to increase 
numbers from 194 to 250, including 
46 places for post-16 education and 10 
in the seven to 16 age group. 

A report to cabinet said the school 
will improve opportunities of to find 
jobs. Councillor Joyce Underhill said: 
“These are badly needed places for 
children with moderate learning dif¬ 
ficulties, rather than see them strug¬ 
gling along in mainstream schools.” 

Mind host mental 
health day event 

A CONFERENCE is being held in 
Stourbridge to mark World Mental 
Health Day on October 10. 

Dudley Mind is hosting the event in 
its wellbeing cafe Food for Thought in 
Victoria Street from 9.30am to 4pm. 

The conference will have presenta¬ 
tions from a number of groups work¬ 
ing in the borough with young people. 

The cost is £50 which will include 
drinks and lunch. Call Dudley Mind 
on (01384) 442938 or email enqui 
ries@dudleymind.org.uk to book. 
Dudley Mind holds its annual meeting 
at the cafe after the conference. 

Supermarket and flats 
plan gets green light 

PLANS to build a supermarket and 
eight flats in Brierley Hill have been 
given the green light by planning 
bosses. 

Dudley Council approved the appli¬ 
cation to build the three-storey build¬ 
ing on currently vacant land in Moor 
Street. 

The plan includes a supermarket 
on the ground floor, with eight flats 
above, as well as a single storey office 
and associated car parking. 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Hard rockers' gig 
now set in Stone 

BIRMINGHAM’S latest live alterna¬ 
tive music venue The Mill in Digbeth 
has announced a headline show for 
Walsall hard rockers Stone Broken. 

The four-piece, who released their 
latest record Ain’t Always Easy in 
May, will headline the venue on Feb¬ 
ruary 15 next year as part of their 
next UK tour titled Home. 

A statement on The Mill’s Facebook 
page said: “Stone Broken, presently 
blazing a debut tour trail across the 
USA, have announced their Home UK 
headline tour, set to take place this 
coming February and March, with 
special guests to be announced in due 
course.” 

Beer set to flow 
again at Fountain 

A REAL ale pub is to reopen after a 
makeover. The new boss of the Foun¬ 
tain Inn in Temple Street, Lower Gor- 
nal, has begun refurbishment, includ¬ 
ing repainting the exterior. 

Former Sadler’s Ales operations di¬ 
rector Bill Redwood, who is leasing the 
pub, hopes to have it back in operation 
by October 15. It closed suddenly in 
January. 

The Fountain has twice been a win¬ 
ner of the Dudley and South Stafford¬ 
shire Camra branch annual pub of the 
year competition. 

Bullring is set for US 
Morphe's next store 

AMERICAN beauty giant Morphe will 
open its second store in the UK this 
year at Birmingham’s Bullring. 

The store is set to open in late au¬ 
tumn but a date has not yet been set. 

The brand currently only has an on¬ 
line presence in the UK but is opening 
stores in Birmingham and London. 
Chiefs called the Bullring the ‘perfect 
destination’ to set up shop. 


Well, it's another fine 
film you got us into 


IT looks like another fine film 
- judging by the first trailer for 
the new Laurel and Hardy mov¬ 
ie filmed in the Black Country. 

Cinemagoers won’t have to wait 
too long to see the film in all its 
glory as it gets its world premiere 
next month before hitting the silver 
screen early next year. 

Steve Coogan and John C Reilly play 
the classic comedy duo in biopic Stan & 
Ollie. The film documents what would 
become the duo’s farewell tour of the UK 
and shows them facing dwindling audi¬ 
ences while airing old grievances, battling 
health issues and reminiscing about the 
past. 

Alan Partridge star Coogan plays Stan 
Laurel, while Ollie is played by American 
Reilly, who was Oscar nominated for Chi¬ 
cago in 2002. 

Shop 

The Black Country Living Museum fea¬ 
tures in the trailer with historic buildings 
including the Bottle and Glass Inn and 
the fish and chip shop visible in a shot. 

Mancunian Coogan joined Reilly to film 
a short scene at the museum last year. 
Other filming locations included Birming¬ 
ham’s Old Rep Theatre. 

Staff at the Tipton Road Museum said 
they were excited to see the newly re¬ 
leased trailer. “We were delighted to see 
that the new trailer for Stan and Ollie 
features a few snippets of the museum, 
including our main Canal Street with the 
Bottle and Glass in the background as 
well as Hobbs’ fish and chip shop,” said 
a spokesperson. 

The film gets its world premiere at the 
BFI London Film Festival on October 21, 
before general UK release on January 11. 



Steve Coogan as Laurel, and John C Reilly, as Hardy, recreate the famous dance scene from Way Out West 



The Black Country Living Museum features in the trailer 


The stars filming at the museum in Dudley last year 


'Rape' threat 
blackmail 
woman, 20, 
is locked up 

A WOMAN from Stourbridge, who 
blackmailed a ‘naive and vulnerable’ 
man after tricking him into saying he 
would commit a rape, has been locked 
up. 

Nadine McDonnell targeted her 
victim after coming into contact with 
him via the internet, a judge heard. 

A chat online led to a meeting at 
which the 20-year-old McDonnell re¬ 
alised how unworldly he was. 

In March last year she invented a 
friend called Kerry that resulted in 
him being tricked into texting some¬ 
thing he ‘deeply regretted’, Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court was told. 

He was then subjected to a ‘cam¬ 
paign of blackmail’ by manipulative 
McDonnell, said Mr Mark Stevens, 
prosecuting. 

At the end of a ‘sexually manipula¬ 
tive’ set of conversations in more than 
75 text messages exchanged on April 
15 last year, he was duped into agree¬ 
ing to get the defendant drunk before 
raping her because that was what the 
fictitious Kerry suggested. 

Silence 

Then McDonnell demanded money 
to buy her silence over what he had 
texted, forcing him to take out a 
£1,000 bank loan to keep her quiet. 

He finally cracked after handing 
her more than £2,000 worth of gifts 
and cash, telling his mother who 
alerted the police. 

Mr Jasvir Mann, defending, said 
McDonnell, of St Marks Road, who 
was of previous good character, was 
suffering from depression at the time. 

McDonnell admitted blackmail and 
was sentenced to ten months deten¬ 
tion. 



















































Leader is 
defending 
proposed 
tax increase 


Cushty! Fan buys Del 


Wave green s 
flag to vote 
for top park 
in Sandwell 


SANDWELL Council leader Steve 
Eling has defended his authority’s 
proposed four per cent council tax in¬ 
crease, saying the authority had been 
left with little choice due to Govern¬ 
ment budget cuts. 

Households in Sandwell have en¬ 
dured consecutive council tax rises 
over the past two years following a 
period of frozen bills. Now they have 
been told to prepare for another rise. 

The likely decision for 2019/20 will 
be an increase of 3.99 per cent, said 
Councillor Eling, including one per 
cent to pay for social care. 

Council tax for the average house¬ 
hold in Sandwell is currently £1,535 a 
year, including funding for police and 
fire. A 3.99 per cent rise would add 
around £50 to the annual bill. 

The leader said another increase 
would be necessary to ‘keep the show 
on the road’. 

Under the leader’s proposals, 2.99 
per cent of the rise would go towards 
frontline services. 

“Otherwise we will get accused of 
under-funding services,” he said. “We 
never raked up council tax when a 
number of other places did. When the 
freeze was on offer we took it.” 

He added: “We need to charge what 
we need to charge to keep the show 
on the road. It allows us to do the 
things like repairing roads and we’re 
still investing in housing and leisure 
centres.” 


Shanghai show 

BRIERLEY Hill-based Alloy Wire In¬ 
ternational is stepping up its expan¬ 
sion in the Far East by exhibiting at 
the Wire China industry showcase in 
Shanghai. The company has factories 
in the Black Country and Yorkshire. 


THERE’S still time to vote for your 
favourite Sandwell green space in a 
national poll. Ten of Sandwell’s green 
parks and open spaces are in the run¬ 
ning for Keep Britain Tidy’s Green Flag 
People’s Choice Awards. 

Sandwell’s list of places with a Green 
Flag Award includes several parks, a 
cemetery and crematorium, as well as 
Sandwell Valley Country Park and com¬ 
munity-run Warley Woods. 

To vote for a Sandwell site, go to 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/greenflag and 
click on your favourite to go through to 
the Green Flag website so you can cast 
your vote. The last day you can vote is 
Sunday, and last year Warley Woods was 
named in the top ten nationally. 

Sandwell’s ten Green Flag parks 
and green spaces are: Barnford Park, 
Oldbury; Brunswick Park, Wednes- 
bury; Dartmouth Park, West Brom¬ 
wich; Haden Hill Park, Cradley Heath; 
Sandwell Valley Country Park, West 
Bromwich; Sandwell Valley Cremato¬ 
rium, West Bromwich; Tipton Ceme¬ 
tery; Victoria Park, Smethwick; Victoria 
Park, Tipton; Warley Woods, Bearwood;. 

Council leader Steve Eling, said: “I 
hope that people can spare a moment to 
vote for their favourite in the nationwide 
People’s Choice Awards.” 

South to perform 
some Beautiful hits 

EX-MEMBERS of The Beautiful South, 
including Birmingham singer Alison 
Wheeler, perform such hits as Perfect 
10, Rotterdam and Don’t Marry Her at 
Kings Heath venue the Hare & Hounds 
on Friday, October 5, as The South. See 
hareandhoundskingsheath.co.uk 



com. 

Michael Enright, 47, from Gornal, 
has bought the pocket watch that 
made his hero Del Boy a millionaire 
in a classic episode of the hit TV 
show... and he even attended the auc¬ 
tion in Dudley dressed up with his pal 
as Batman and Robin in tribute to a 
classic scene from the TV show. 

The novelty prop went on sale at 
Aston’s Auctioneers in Tower Street 
on Thursday, selling for almost dou¬ 
ble its anticipated price of £15,000. 

Super-fan Michael could not resist 
the item after he read in the Express 
& Star that it was up for sale. 


Trotter 


Michael, 47, said: “Hands down 
my favourite thing about Only Fools 
and Horses is Del Boy, I live my life 
like him. I’m a Trotter at heart and 
everything I do is to be similar to him, 
he’s brilliant.” 

Michael and his friend Jason Badd- 
ams came through the doors of the 
auction house dressed as Batman and 
Robin. Michael, owner of MT Skips in 
Dudley, said: “Jason loves the show 
too but the whole fancy dress thing 
was a last minute idea. 

“Everyone at the auction house 
loved it when we came in all dressed 
up, they all had a good laugh and it 
was brilliant. 

“My family think I’m mad, com¬ 
pletely bonkers, but you’ll never see 
this item again, I had one chance to 


Only Fools And Horses super-fan Michael Enright, left, with the £28k pocket watch, alongside friend Jason Baddams 


get it and I knew if I’d have lost out 
on it I’d have been gutted. It’s a lot of 
money but it’s worth it. 

“At the end when I’d won the auc¬ 
tion, a man from London who was 
bidding against me, came and shook 
my hand. 

“He asked me how much I was pre¬ 
pared to pay for it and I said I came 
here to buy it, whatever the cost.” 

The timepiece was made by the 
BBC props department for the 1996 
episode Time On Our Hands, which 


finally saw the Trotter brothers real¬ 
ise their dream of becoming million¬ 
aires. 

Michael, described himself as a 
‘huge fan’ of Only Fools and Horses. 
“All four of my kids watch it and every 
single night I sit down and enjoy an 
episode. I’m addicted to it,” he said. “ 
You’ll be hard pressed to find anyone 
who doesn’t love the show 

“There are only two of these 
watches in existence so I’m definitely 
keeping this one safe. In 10 years I 


might look at selling it on and seeing 
what I can get, I think I could take 
it back to auction now and make my 
money back. If I do sell it on I want 
to take it to Sotheby’s, the auction 
house they used in the show.” 

Also at Aston’s, a collection of Star 
Wars memorabilia including more 
than 600 different lots sold for just 
shy of £100,000 but the Boba Fett fig¬ 
ure that was expected to fetch £2,000 
went unsold. Star lot was a Princess 
Leia figure that sold for £1,200. 


Bov's watch for £28k 


HE who dares Rodney, he 
who dares... the Black Coun¬ 
try biggest Only Fools And 
Horses fan has splashed out 
£28,000 for an iconic prop 
from Britain’s best loved sit- 



WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES. 
ORANGERIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERING 


QUALITY GUARANTEED 

We offer a lifetime guarantee and also a 10 year insurance backed guarantee 
on installations so you can be confident that in the unlikely event of something 
going wrong with your windows, doors or conservatory you’ll be fully covered. 


OUR PROMISE 

No deposits or stage payments, you can pay 
when the installation has been completed. 


CLEANING SERVICES 

Conservatory valet service, guttering, fascia’s and 
soffits cleaned UPVC windows/doors & frames. 
Block paving & driveway cleaning. 


Call now for a free no obligation quote from a company established over 33 years. 
Massive Savings available on October Installations 


RYDALE 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Call us on 
0800 917 6060 


Rydale house, 

Long Lane, Blackheath 
Halesowen, B62 9LS 
Email: 

reception@rydalewindows.co.uk 


Monday - Friday 
09:00 -17:30 

Saturday 
09:00 -16:00 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



Clearing 
the air just 
muddies 
the waters 

CONSULTATION (noun): the process 
where public authorities tell lesser mor¬ 
tals what they have decided to do, spend 
lots of money encouraging the public to 
have their say, and then do it anyway. 

Take Birmingham’s clean-air zone, for 
example. Motorists who bought diesel 
cars like the Government told us to a few 
years ago will soon be charged £10 a day 
for driving into the city centre. 

Here’s a prediction of how it will pan 
out. By the time it comes into force in 
2020, businesses will have already start¬ 
ed relocating to the edge of the ring road, 
just outside the zone. Vast amounts of 
fossil fuels will be burned constructing 
new office blocks, business parks, shop¬ 
ping centres and car parks, and concerns 
rise about pollution and traffic around the 
edge of the city. 

By then, the Government will have de¬ 
cided that it is petrol and electric rather 
than diesel cars that are the problem, and 
introduced new taxes. 

Meanwhile, concerned by the number 
of empty buildings in the city centre, the 
council spends millions on regeneration 
plans. Local bigwigs catch a filthy great 
plane to Cannes to unveil their vision at 
the annual planning junket - before put¬ 
ting it out to consultation. 

□ □□ 

OF COURSE, it’s never a proper con¬ 
sultation without a scare stoiy and a grim 
warning that ‘doing nothing is not an op¬ 
tion’. And Councillor Waseem Zaffar, the 
man behind the clean-air charge, certain¬ 
ly delivered. 

“Nine hundred deaths are accelerated 
each year as a result of air pollution,” he 
said. “ That’s not the city I want my child, 
or any children, growing up in.” 

If it saves one life, and all that. 

Now we don’t know where Councillor 
Zaffar got his figures from, but it is prob¬ 
ably the 2015 study by King’s College 
London, which seems to be the car bash¬ 
er’s weapon of choice at the moment. It 
claims that in London, one in every 1,417 
lives is shortened by pollution. 

They rarely tell us, though, that the re¬ 
port’s own authors admit to ‘uncertain¬ 
ty in the evidence’ and that ‘figures are 
approximate and need to be used with 
care’. Still, why let facts get in the way of 
new taxes? 

And while they happily quote scary 
figures about ‘lives being shortened’, 
they rarely elaborate on how much they 
are shortened by. Ten years? Five? Six 
months? Well actually the study estimat¬ 
ed that if its recommendations were im¬ 
plemented in full, life expectancy would 
increase by a few hours. Bet you didn’t 
hear much about that in consultation. 


People are plumper and can’t squeeze into saloons 




Commission president Jean-Claude 
Juncker - unveiling plans on trading bloc 


Sir Vince Cable - this blooper will haunt 
him to his obituary, and beyond 



Twiggy - now in her 70th year - and tale of 
formal dinner next to Princess Margaret 


Real reason this car 
is now Beetle-ing off 


WHAT’S the real reason for Volkswagen ending 
production of the legendary Beetle? According 
to one report: “It was out of sync with con¬ 
sumers in the US where bigger cars, including 
crossovers and sports utility vehicles, dominate 
the market.” The reason our roads are dominat¬ 
ed by enormous 4x4s is not because folk live 
in the outback or drive off-road. It’s because 
people are getting plumper and can no longer 
squeeze into saloons. In the case of the Beetle, 
for “out of sync” maybe instead we should really 
read it’s “too small for fatties.” 

AS the campaign for a “People’s Vote” rattles 
on, based on the claim that the British public 
did not understand what Brexit would mean, a 
reader writes: “I am watching this with interest. 
I am not 100 per cent sure everything was ex¬ 
plained fully at my wedding ceremony 46 years 
ago.” 

BRITAIN’S prison system is founded on the 
Christian principles of penitence and rehabilita¬ 
tion. It is best suited to dealing with old-fash¬ 
ioned burglars and robbers who, if all else fails, 
will eventually grow out of their criminality. But 
a regime of rewards and early release is hope¬ 
less when it comes to dedicated jihadists who 
leave prison just as deranged and homicidal as 
they went in. Some of these religious extremists 
are jihadists for life. Dozens of them are com¬ 
ing to the end of their jail terms this year, to be 
released into the community they despise and 
have sworn to destroy. 

SO here’s a prediction. Before long, a jihad- 
ist freed from a British prison - and probably 
released early - will commit murder or mass 
murder. And it’s not simply a question of if, but 
when. 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


Am 


TWIGGY entered her 70th year this week. 
One tabloid marked her birthday by re-tell¬ 
ing the old tale of the formal dinner where the 
world-famous model was seated next to Prin¬ 
cess Margaret, who asked her name. Twiggy re¬ 
plied that her real name was Lesley Hornby “but 
most people call me Twiggy.” Turning away, 
the princess muttered: “How unfortunate.” Two 
women. One a national treasure, the other a tru¬ 
ly ghastly specimen. No prizes. 

FOR those of you crying foul at the sugges¬ 
tion that Britain might leave the EU and then 
change the agreement, look at where the EU is 
heading, and how it is changing. The Commis¬ 
sion president Jean-Claude Juncker has been 
unveiling plans to turn the Union from a mere 
trading bloc into a sovereign world power. The 
EU we are leaving is nothing like the Habsburg 
Empire Mk II the EU will become. 

INEVITABLY, Juncker’s speech included the 
old lie “We live on a peaceful continent, made 
possible by the European Union.” Bunkum. 
Peace in Western Europe was made possible 
by the sacrifice of British, Russian and Ameri¬ 
can soldiers and the threat of atomic weapons. 

BODYGUARD (BBC1) has been a TV triumph. 
But the wonder is that it got beyond episode 
four when David Budd (Richard Madden) tried 
to commit suicide by putting his gun to his head 
and pulling the trigger. He survived, we are told, 


because someone had replaced the live bullets 
with blanks. Don’t try this at home, kids. As any 
old soldier will tell you, a blank can be just as 
deadly as the real thing. On day one of my TA 
recruit course all those years ago, the instruct¬ 
ing corporal at Catterick asked for a packet of 
fags. One lad unwittingly handed his over. The 
corporal put it on the muzzle of a rifle and fired a 
blank. Twenty Embassy and the packaging van¬ 
ished in a huge, fragrant cloud. “And that,” said 
the corporal, as smoking bits of cardboard and 
tobacco fell on us, “is why you will never, ever 
fire a blank round directly at anybody.” We only 
needed telling once. 

THE world waited for Sir Vince Cable to de¬ 
liver his much-heralded Lib-Dem Conference 
speech denouncing Brexiteers for wanting the 
“erotic spasm” of leaving the EU. Cometh the 
moment, Cable lost his nerve and blurted out 
“exotic spresm.” So that’s it. He’s 75 and no 
matter what he has achieved in the past or does 
in the future, Sir Vince knows this blooper will 
haunt him to his obituary, and beyond. 

RACHEL Treweek, Bishop of Gloucester says 
we should be “mindful of our language” in case 
referring to God as masculine alienates some 
people. She doesn’t like the idea of young peo¬ 
ple hearing God constantly described as “He.” 
The snag is that Jesus, the Bible and 2,000 
years of Christian tradition all refer to God in 
male terms. But what the heck? The Church of 
England has moved so far from biblical teach¬ 
ings already that no-one’s going to notice one 
more little change. Especially when hardly any¬ 
one goes to church anyway. 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Catering 
for size 
seems a 
tall order 

HOPEFULLY by the time you read this, 
something positive may have come of it. 
It relates to Louis Makepeace, the young 
man who claims he was denied a place at 
catering college because of his size. 

Louis is just 3ft 10in and accused Heart 
of Worcester College of backtracking on 
offering him a definite place on a course 
he had set his heart upon because of 
his condition, called achondroplasia. 
The teenager claimed he was deemed a 
health and safety risk. 

There are two sides to every story, of 
course, and the college said the place 
was still up in the air while it negotiated 
the necessary adjustments to its kitchens 
and equipment. 

“We would like to state that at no point 
has Louis been told he could not attend 
his course but both Louis and Mrs Make¬ 
peace have been informed that the ad¬ 
justments Louis requires will need to be 
agreed before an unconditional offer can 
be given,” a statement said. 

But, without a firm offer, and because 
of the way Louis feels he was treated, the 
boy has opted against enrolling anyway. 

And that’s such a shame that, because 
of the wrangle, he is unable to pursue his 
dream, something that all young people 
should be entitled to do. 

The youngster claimed he is a huge fan 
of Gino D’ACampo and wanted to follow 
in his footsteps. He also said more flexi¬ 
bility was needed. 

Under health and safety regulations, 
employers are expected to make the 
necessary amendments to cater for dis¬ 
abilities. 

Surely society as a whole should be 
striving to make sure that people of all 
abilities can achieve their live goals. 

Louis’ size should not detract from 
his ability to do whatever is put in front 
of him. Sometimes, all people need is a 
chance to show what they can do and he 
wasn’t being given that. 

Youngsters need an aim and direction 
in life and cooking is something Louis 
loves doing. He has even shown off his 
culinary skills on national television since 
the row broke out. Sadly, other than that, 
it seems he has been deprived of chasing 
his ambition. 

Yet, often, it is against all odds that real 
winners thrive and hopefully Louis can 
get the break he needs. 

Celebrity chef Gordon Ramsay has 
been among those offering support and 
has said he would be willing to offer him 
an apprenticeship. 

Louis’ mother also believes she hopes 
something good can come of the whole 
saga. That’s food for thought. 

MARK SHIPP 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint. 


Full Tongue & 

Groove Construction 


Popular Summer House. 
Other styles available. 

Delivered & Fitted 


- 



Spar Pent Shown. Apex 
design also available. 

Delivered & Fitted 


Wall Log 44mm T&G + 
Double Glazed. 

Fitting Service Available 


4 old Buildings Removed 4Asbestos Disposal 4 Bases Laid 4 Free Quotations 4 Made To Measure 4 Lined & Insulated Options ^Competitive Prices 4 Huge Range 


Show Site Open 7 Days: 

Tildasley St, West Bromwich B70 9SJ 


Website: 

bettebuildings.oo.uk 


Telephone: 

0121 553 4682 
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Many motorists abuse cycle lanes 


I am a cyclist, I have insurance for my bike 
which covers if I get injured and if I damage 
another vehicle, the same cover that you 
would get with a car. 

I also pay road tax because I am also a car 
driver, therefore I contribute to the mainte¬ 
nance of our roads and everything else road 
tax covers. 

I agree cyclists shouldn’t ride in pedes¬ 
trian areas - which I don’t - I also don’t 
cross using pedestrian crossings. 

However, whilst riding I encounter many 
problems which car drivers do not care 


about. Many of you park in the cycle lanes 
which you insist we use instead of using 
your precious roads, which may I remind 
you we have as much right to use. When 
you’re not parked in them, 70 per cent of 
you are driving in them. How are we meant 
to use them? 

Does it really hurt you to drive behind a 
cyclist for a few minutes or allow them more 
room? This ignorance is what costs cyclist 
their lives. 

KARIS WHITEHOUSE 

Oldbury 


Putin will 
exploit any 
weakness 

WITH the confirmation 
that the Russian state was 
behind the appalling and 
reckless use of a deadly 
chemical weapon on British 
soil, and the continued de¬ 
nial of responsibility from 
Russia, we can only con¬ 
clude we are dealing with 
an immoral state. 

Mr Putin, like other dic¬ 
tators before him, believes 
that his country has been 
treated unfairly in the past. 

We know from recent his¬ 
tory that a state that feels 
that they have been unjustly 
treated are a threat to world 
peace and only a collective 
and strong response can 
curtail their actions. 

Mr Putin will look for 
weaknesses in his perceived 
enemies. He will look for 
disunity and he will exploit 
it. 

Our leaders can avoid a 
major conflagration if they 
show unity and strength. 
We all want peace, including 
the Russian people 
JOHN GREEN 
Sedgley 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


ipso) agSC ( 



Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as 
soon as we can. 

The Chronicles adhere to the 
Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www. 
ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the accu¬ 
racy of a story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


If we cannot reach a resolution 
contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 
co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon¬ 
don, EC4M 7LG 


Put the emphasis 
on people power 


THE proposals for changes 
in Parliamentary constitu¬ 
encies have been criticised 
by sitting MPs. 

These members have 
themselves to blame for not 
facing up to the fact the UK 
constitution is broken, not 
fit for purpose and needs 
radical reform. 

A powerful driver of those 
voting to leave the EU was 
the feeling that their lives 


had for too long been shaped 
by decisions over which they 
had no control. 

We desperately need to 
downsize and refocus the 
House of Commons, the 
Lords and local government. 

Power and representa¬ 
tion for England has to be 
moved from Westminster to 
the regions 
GEORGE MORRAN 
Dudley 


Be respectful 
of each other 

DOUGLAS Winterborn 
(Letters to the Editor, Sep¬ 
tember 20) should know 
that the vast majority of cy¬ 
clists are road tax payers as 
they are also drivers. 

Most cyclists are also in¬ 
sured either as individuals 
or with their club or cycling 
group through organisa¬ 
tions such as Cycling UK or 
British Cycling. 

Many cyclists have had 
additional training (eg Bike- 
ability) to assist them when 
out on the road and most 
are suitably attired. 

There are cyclists and 
drivers who don’t pay at¬ 
tention to the requirements 
that our busy roads demand 
but, if road users are re¬ 
spectful of one another, 
things can only improve. 

KEITH HALL 
Stourbridge 

You could not 
make this up! 

YOU couldn’t make it up! 

With the most serious 
crimewave of recent times 
raging on our streets, the re¬ 
sponse of the intrepid West 
Midlands Police Force (Soft 
Target Division) - clearly 
flushed with success from 
their ‘test the motorists’ 
eyesight’ campaign - is to 
hit back hard with their 
‘spot the texter’ campaign 
by deploying officers on 
the upper decks of buses to 
spy on drivers using mobile 
phones 

Well done, lads - that’ll 
show 'em! Peace on our 
streets at last. 

BRYN WILLIAMS 

Wordsley 


TTagley K i t c h e n s 

Beautiful Kitchens, Bathrooms and Bedrooms, designed with imagination and fitted with care \ 



DOULTON DOORS % 

Garage Doors & UPVC Windows & Doors IJP 


Our Extensive Range of All Garage Doors 
Covers All Popular Brands f 

We have evevthing from guaranteed 



We have eveything from 
Canopy to Side Hung styles 

Wrought Iron Gates j? 

& Railings available 


Visit Us At Doulton Trading Est., Doulton Road, Rowley Regis B65 8JG 



Tel: 01384 413331101902 628018 
Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721783291 
www.doultondoors.co.uk 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 [ 13 facebook | 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


^THE SHED SHOP^ 

Established 27 Years 

6ft x 4ft T&G Sheds from £240 
Concrete slotted post now at £9 
Concrete gravel boards now £9 
6ft x 5ft overlap heavy duty fence panels £15 
Railwasy Sleepers £16 
Continental Panels in stock 
Post mix 20kg bags £4.50 
A wide range of fence panels available 
All Products for immediate delivery 
Public & Trade Welcome 


Special Offers Also Available 


01384 482 542/ 

07920 885 774 

^ www.dudleyshedshop.co.uk ^ 



www.sandwell.gov.uk/bins 


■Is Sandwell SGFCO 

Metropolitan Borough Council 
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8 Alert as baby 
nearly taken 
on school run 

A WARNING has been issued af¬ 
ter a four-week-old baby was nearly 
snatched from a car in West Brom¬ 
wich. A mother went to drop off her 
children at Ryders Green Primary 
School in Claypit Lane when a woman 
opened the car’s back door and tried 
to unclip the baby from its seat. 

The would-be abductor fled in a 
white van when she was confronted 
by the mother. 

Police have been informed but so 
far nobody has been arrested. The 
suspect was not known to the mother. 

Parents have been urged to report 
anything suspicious and a nearby 
school has issued a warning to pupils 
and parents. 

Staff from Hanbury Primary 
School, which is a 10 minute walk 
away in Hanbury Road, warned chil¬ 
dren over ‘stranger danger’ as a result 
of the incident. 

Lucy Blackmore, headteacher from 
Ryders Green Primary School, said: 
“We were made aware of an incident 
that occurred off school premises on 
Monday morning. This was reported 
to the police. We’ve have reminded 
parents and children about the im¬ 
portance of staying safe.” 

A spokesman for West Midlands 
Police said: “Police are investigating 
reports that a woman tried to take a 
four-week-old baby girl from a baby 
seat in West Bromwich on Monday. 

“The woman tried to unclip the belt 
in Claypit Lane, Hill Top, at around 
9am but was stopped by the child’s 
mother. She is then believed to have 
made off in a white van. The baby was 
unhurt and enquiries are under way. 

“We understand that this would 
have been a very shocking incident for 
the child’s mother so we are asking for 
anyone with information to contact us 
via live chat at west-midlands.police, 
uk between 8am to midnight, call 101 
anytime quoting 20SW/212584Z/18 or 
contact Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555 111.” 


Safer 6 returns to focus on 
crime prevention and lifestyle 


Young Stan raises £1,5k for hospital trust 


A 10-YEAR-OLD patient has raised 
nearly £1,500 for a hospital trust’s 
charity - after taking on a gruelling 
triathlon. 

The youngster from Smethwick 
waded through a freezing lake, com¬ 
pleted a 1km run and a 2km bike 
ride - despite suffering from Hen- 
och-Schonlein purpura. 

Stan Green decided to take part 
in the event to raise funds for Your 
Trust Charity, at Sandwell and West 
Birmingham NHS Trust, as a way of 
saying thank you for the care he has 
received. The money will go to the 
Paediatric Department, where he has 
been treated. He said: “When I was 
diagnosed with HSP, I never thought 
two years later I would be in a fit state 
to complete a triathlon. I even had to 
learn to ride a bike. 

“But here I am today, having fin¬ 
ished the challenge in 21 minutes. I’m 
really pleased to be able to do this.” 

Stan’s problems started when he 
began suffering with cold-like symp¬ 
toms. But this soon escalated and his 
mum Tegan rushed him to Sandwell 
Hospital when he complained of severe 
pain and developed a rash. 

Tegan said: “I was worried sick that 
Stan had meningitis. But it was the 
doctors here at Sandwell who were 
quick to realise that he actually had 
HSP. 

“The early diagnosis meant that he 
was given immediate treatment, which 
helped his recovery immensely.” 



Back row, from left, play specialist Abbie Conlon, Stan’s mother Tegan Green, ward 
manager Joy Haywood, Stan’s dad Ashley Green. Next row, staff nurse Natalie 
Jones, Stan Green, fundraising manager Amanda Winwood. Front, Stan’s sister Flo. 


SANDWELUS autumn Safer 6 campaign is back - promot¬ 
ing safety, crime prevention and healthy living across the six 
towns in the borough. 

The Safer Sandwell Partnership campaign, now in its 9th year, will 
officially launch at a free fun day at Haden Cross Community Fire Sta¬ 
tion, Halesowen Road, Cradley Heath, on Saturday from 10am to 3pm, 


where there will be a range of acth 

People will be able to watch live res¬ 
cue demonstrations, explore fire en¬ 
gines, enjoy food, music, singers and 
circus performers and try out the go 
kart and ‘beer goggles’ experience. 

There will be rides for young chil¬ 
dren and a bouncy castle. You can also 
find out about becoming a fire fighter. 

A wide range of partner organisa¬ 
tions, including local charities and 
community groups, will be promoting 
their services and as per usual, there 
will be free safety and crime preven¬ 
tion advice available. 

Each of Sandwell’s six towns will 
have a focus week with roadshows and 
activities during the six-week cam¬ 
paign, which runs until 11 November 
- for details log onto www.sandwell. 
gov.uk/safer6 webpage. 

Sandwell Council is leading this 
year’s campaign with support from 
Sandwell Police, West Midlands Fire 
Service and a wide range of partner 
organisations and community groups. 
Key themes are: tackling crime and 
anti-social behaviour; supporting 
young people; tackling environmental 
issues; working with partner organisa¬ 
tions and local people. 

Public health chief, Councillor 
Elaine Costigan, said: “This is about 
us all working together to give some 
extra reassurance and advice to our 
residents as the nights draw in and 


ties and information available. 

By David Banner 


getting out and about in our towns 
and neighbourhoods so people know 
what help and support is available if 
they have a problem.” 

Chief Supt Richard Baker, Sandwell 
Police commander and chair of the 
Safer Sandwell Partnership, said: 
“Our partner organisations work 
closely together day in, day out and 
we will be building on that during the 
Safer 6 campaign to help make sure 
our communities feel safe and pro¬ 
tected in their homes and neighbour¬ 
hoods.” 

Other town information roadshows 
include: 

Tipton - Monday October 8, 10am- 
12noon at Asda Great Bridge, Brick- 
house Lane; 

Oldbury - Tuesday October 16, 
lpm-3pm at Oldbury Civic Square; 

West Bromwich - Monday October 
22, 10am-12noon outside Poundland, 
Queen’s Square; 

Wednesbury - Tuesday October 
30, 10am-12noon in Wednesbury 
Town Square, Union Street; 

Smethwick - Monday November 
5, llam-2pm at Asda Cape Hill, off 
Windmill Lane; 

You can also follow the campaign on 
Twitter using the #Safer6 hashtag. 


CASH 


H it W thoi lie CARRY 

c^V^/alker 


25/9/18 


Whole Fresh Beef Fillets English No Side Chain . £7.99lb 

Whole Fresh Salmon Cuts of Beef.. £3.95lb Take Two £3.65lb 

Whole Fresh Rib Eyes . £5.98lb 

Whole Fresh B/Less Sirloins. £6.98lb 

Whole Fresh Grain Fed Beef Roast. £2.90lb 


R/on or R/off B/less Pork Loins. £1.991b 

Whole Belly Pork’s. £1.981b 

Whole Racks of Pork Ribs. £1.791b 

B/Less Pork Legs. £1.781b 

Whole B/ln Pork Loins (outside pork) . £1.991b 

Whole Pork Spare Ribs. £1.581b 

Whole Pork Shoulders (i.e Pulled Pork) . £1.40lb 


Whole B/ln Lamb Legs. £3.30lb 

B/less Lamb Rumps. £5.59lb 

Loin Lamb Chops. £3.99lb 

Bone In Lamb Shoulder. £2.98lb 

Bone in Lamb Necks. £2.79lb 

Lamb Shanks. 2 For £6.98 

All English New Seasons Lamb 


28 Day Matured T.Bone Steaks English 

Was £7.98lb . Now £6.98lb 


Tomahawk Steaks 

Was£7.98lb NOW £6.75lb 


10 Rib Eye Stks = £19.99 10 Sirloin Stks = £19.99 


51b Short Back Bacon 

£7.99 Per Pack 


5lb Smoked Short Back Bacon 

£8.99 Per Pack 


Whole Danish H-Shoe Gammons 

£1.991b 


111b Fresh Chicken Fillets 
Packed in 1s-2s eat £24.50 


Large 

Chicken Legs 
£1.001b Min 51b 


Chicken 

Wings 

£1.281b Min 51b 


Whole or Vz Boneless Turkey Crowns 

Limited Stock £2.79lb 


B/less Duck Breasts 8-1 Ooz £3.99lb 


Freezer Pack £69.00 

2 Beef Joints, 2 Lamb Joints 
2 Pork Loin Joints 
21b Pork Loin Steaks 
21b Lamb Chops 
21b Rump Steaks 
21b Pork Sausage 
21b Short Back Bacon 


HOME MADE Pork Sausage, Pork & Leek, Pork & Red Onion 
Tomato Sausage, Jalapeno and Pork, Chilli and Pork, Lamb Mint and Tomato 


WWW.HAWTH0RNEWALKER.C0.UKl EMAIL: HAWTH0RNEANDWALKER@GMAIL.COM 

01384 633648 (24 hr answer phone) or 01384 353550 ALL 

Opening times: Mon: 9am-1pmTues: 8am-5pm, subject to 

AVAILABILITY 


TRADE 

ENQUIRIES 

WELCOME 


u 


Wed & Sat: 8am-1pm, Thurs & Fri: 8am-5.30pm 

172-6 HIGH STREET, QUARRY BANK 

Most Credit Cards taken - Visa, Mastercard, etc 



COMFORT HEIGHT TOILETS 


A toilet with a couple of extra 
inches of height makes all the 
difference, Large choice of 
discrete and stylish modern 
designs. 

SUPPLY ONLY £ 149.00 
INSTALLED £ 299 . 00 ^/ 


BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION ■ NEW KITCHEN ON DISPLAY 



EAS 

BATHING 

SOLUTIONS^ 



Fully Installed inc. 

Safety Glass Enclosure, 
Shower seat, Grab Rail, 
Shower valve 
Plastering, Tiling or 
Easy Clean Wall 
Panels. 

INSTALLED 

£ 1895.00 



SEE DISPLAYS 
IN STORE 


Great Range of new 
Kitchens Now in Stock 
INSTALLED from 

£3995 

T _ 

New Doors 

SUPPLY or INSTALL 
Massive Choice J 


• Over 50 displays in store • Large showroom- free parking • Free no obligation survey 

• Long established business • Quality installers 


‘Terms and conditions apply se 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 
CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132 


The ASA 
regulates ads 
on websites. 

#socialmediatoo 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 


4 * 


01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 


MORE CATEGORIES 
MORE CLASSIFICATIONS 
MORE CHOICE 

M 01902 317878 

J=V ClassifiedAds 
























































































9 



to miss this 


CHRISTMAS will soon be upon us 
... but there’s no need to panic. 

The fabulous Festive Gift Fair, now 
in its 23rd fabulous year, continues to 
be the best place to start your Christ¬ 
mas experience. 

And the organisers of the event at 
Birmingham NEC from November 15- 
18 have joined with the Chronicles to 
offer 50 free pairs of tickets. 

As well as finding great gifts for your 
loved ones, treats for yourself and all 
your sparkling Christmas essentials, 
you’re sure to have a fun-packed day! 

It will be bursting at the seams with 
a colourful eclectic mix of unusual 
stocking fillers and presents, tradition¬ 
al gifts, festive food and great home 
decorations. With 325 plus stalls all 
under one roof, the variety is huge, 
with clever gift ideas for all ages and 


tastes and lots of special show offers! 
There’s even a Present Creche to drop 
off your full bags. 

The festive atmosphere is always 
fantastic and there’s even more this 
year with new icicle lighting through¬ 
out the hall and a Victorian bandstand 
where live bands will take centre 
stage. While browsing the stalls, let 
the music get you into that Christ¬ 
massy mood and be entertained by 
Santa himself, stilt walkers and panto¬ 
mime characters. 

Make sure you visit the food and 
drink area where you’ll find 40 tempt¬ 
ing stands. So, take the strain out 
of Christmas, enjoy a day out at the 
Festive Gift Fair and get your festive 
preparations off to a cracking start! 

For more information visit www. 
festivegiftfair.co.uk 



To enter answer the question 
below. Send a postcard with name, 
address and contact number to FGF 
competition, Chronicle editorial, 51- 
53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1ES. Closing date: October 5. 

Where can people 
leave their bags? 


*£•!■! ;ln 


CHOICE 


ATHROOMS 


“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen meaning the work is carried out properly 
and on time. We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to keep within the budgets 
of retired, disabled and working families which make up 95% of our customers.” 



r EXAMPLE FULL JOB FOR 

£ 3950.00 


• 90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 
.15 SQM Wall Tiles 


Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT FOR OUR RETIRED & 
DISABLED CUSTOMERS 


VAT 1 


IN 

qualifying 

CASES 



DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems getting in & out of your bath? 
We will remove the Bath & Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong cubicle & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 


FOR FREE 
FRIENDLY 

ADVICE AND A '- 

WARM WELCOME PHONE US NOW TO 
BOOK YOUR FREE SURVEY 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, Charterfield Drive, 

Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at: 39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 

visa K 01902 861908 




SHOWROOM OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 



better 

Vtfheelch; 

A 


airA cces* 

Barg^f- 


Double 
Fitted Sheet 

Poly Cotton/Flannelette 


Richmond Foam 

Memory Foam Pillow 


SENSIOHome 


2000W 
Oscillating 
Fan Heater 


Ferrero Rocher 
16 Pieces 
Gift Box 200g 


Tomato 

Ketchup 

875ml 

(1kg) 


man 


NQP 

Corovin 

Quilt 


Domestos Original Bleach 5 Ltr 

(2 per customer Max) 


Trees 
Lights 
Crackers 
Baubles 
LED Santas 
LED Snowmen 
Decorations 
...many more 


RRPrHES^a 


£ 2 " 




RFtPHE&aa 


£2 S® 



A Loxdale Street, Wolverhampton WV14 OTP 

Mon-Wed: 9.30am - 6pm • Thurs: 9.30am - 8pm • Fri & Sat: 9.30am - 6pm • Sun: 10am - 4pm 

0800 00 92 555 www.latifs.co.uk f®)13 LatifsUK 

No Membership Required. Open To The Public. All Prices Include VAT. Free parking for customers, whilst shopping in store. 

*Terms and conditions apply. See in store for details. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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Garage 
Doors 


your local 
company 



ALL 

INSURANCE 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 


HENDERSON CARDALE GARADOR HORMAN WESSEX 


INSULATED REMOTE ROLLER 
GARAGE DOORS 


UP & OVER GARAGE DOORS 
SIDE HINGED GARAGE DOORS 


ALL INSURANCE WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 


HENDERSON, CARDALE, GARADO 
HORMAN, WESSEX 


FRONT GUARD ENTRANCE DOORS 





B&L Shutters and Garage Doors Ltd 

Unit 4 Hainge Business Park, 

Hainge Road, Tividale, B69 2NU 

Telephone: 0121 557 0260 

Email: info@bandlshutters.co.uk www.bandlshutters.co.uk < 




Family gives out gifts 
in Harrison's memory 



Smiling Harrison during treatment A patient opens an Easter gift bag 



Carol and Nickola Hipkiss and Lee Meekcom with one of their gift boxes 


A BLACK Country family is 
raising money in honour of 
their ‘happy little soul’ Harri¬ 
son Meekcom. 

The youngster was diagnosed 
with a Medulloblastoma brain tu¬ 
mour two weeks after his second 
birthday and underwent a 15- 
hour operation at Russells Hall 
Hospital in Dudley. 

After 95 per cent of the tumour was 
removed, he then had to endure six 
months of chemotherapy at Birming¬ 
ham Children’s Hospital. 

In a horrific turn of events, Harrison 
fell off a chair and banged his head, 
suffering a bleed on the brain. 

Despite further operations and care 
at the children’s hospital, he could not 
be saved and died aged two-and-a-half 
in August 2016. 

Presents 

Now, the Dudley-based family - 
made up of grandmother Carole Hip- 
kiss, mother Nickola Hipkiss and 
father Lee Meekcom - are handing out 
presents to children at the hospital in 
memory of Harrison under the name 
of non-registered charity Harrison’s 
Gifts. 

Carole said: “They did everything 
to save him and, despite having a one 
per cent chance of surviving, Birming¬ 
ham Children’s Hospital asked for him 
back and did all they could to keep him 
alive. They operated on him again on 
August 23, 2016 and three days later 
the decision was made to turn his ma¬ 
chine off - there was no brain activity 
whatsoever. 

“I used to take bubbles and bouncy 
balls to the children’s hospital and 
even though it’s a small thing, it 
means the world to them. 


“When we lost Harrison we wanted 
to give back to them and Nickola had 
the idea of setting up a Gofundme page 
at Christmas to raise money and get 
them presents. 

“We raised about £735 that first 
time, and we did it again in Easter the 
following year. 

“Since then it has just grown into 


raising money any way we can and get¬ 
ting presents and paying for day trips 
to Blackpool and Drayton Manor for as 
many kids as we can. 

“We want to keep Harrison’s name 
alive and do it for him. 

“I want to put smiles on their little 
faces. It’s all about making life a little 
bit better for them.” 


SAVE 

MORE 

EVENT 


Stfm Swim 



Sletpetiet S A L U S 


rauch 


Newton 2 seater Newto n Armchair 

www.JSBFURNITURE.co.uk 

0121 520 3587 

22-28 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7EW 


Opening Hours: 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 7pm 
Sat: 10am - 5pm 
Sun: 10am - 4 pm 

















































CLEAROUT 
STARTS FRI 
28TH 9AM 



SALE 

CLEAROUT 
STARTS FRI 
28TH 9AM 


FAMOUS AUTUMN STOCK CLEAROUT 


STARTS THIS FRI AT 9AM FIRST COME FIRST SERVED 


CLOSED THURS 27TH OPEN FRI 28TH 9-6 OPEN SAT 29TH 9-6 OPEN SUN 30TH 10-4 


ii 


A SUPERB KINGSIZE 
‘NO SPRING’ MEMORY 
FOAM MATTRESS. 

^©KiLYot^EDgcw 7 


£99 TO GO 


A WHITE WOOD 3FT 
SINGLE MIDI SLEEPER 
FRAME. MATT EXTRA. 

^©KILYot^EDgCW 7 


£59 TO GO 


A 6FT WIDE 7FT 
HIGH SUPER 4 
DOOR WARDROBE 

[MAEmX(MXHME§K] 


£99 TO CLEAR 


A LARGE MODERN 
GLASS/CHROME STYLE 
COFFEE TABLE. 


£25 TO CLEAR 


A FULL DOUBLE SIZE 
POCKET SPRUNG DIVAN 
FIRM SUPPORT. 

^©KLYoIMEMMfo 


£119 


THE MERLIN COMPLETE 
CABIN BED INCLUDING 
DESK, BOOKCASE AND 
CUPBOARD. 

fl@KLY 


THE ROBIN HIGH GLASS 
MAHOGANY COLOUR 
NEST OF 3 TABLES. 

HgSu’QKEYut^EMM? 


THE ‘REGENT’ KINGSIZE 
IVORY COLOUR SUPER 
STYLE BEDFRAME. 


THE ‘EXTREME 
COOL’ DOUBLE SIZE 
MATTRESS AND 
STURDY BASE. 

fl@KLY D ®XE)[]§MF 


THE LEBUS ‘ISLA’ EXTRA 
LARGE SNUGGLE SOFA. 

©QMiaiomfl ©key 


£199 TO CLEAR 


£29 TO GO 


£39 TO GO 


£175 TO CLEAR 


£399 TO GO 


THE ‘SLEEPTIME’ 
DOUBLE SOFT FOAM 
MATTRESS NO SPRINGS. 
ANTI DUSTMITE. 


SUPER HEAVY QUALITY 
LIGHT ASHWOOD 
3 DOOR/3 DRAWER 
SIDEBOARD. 

fl@KEY 


THE MAESTRO BLACK 
LEATHER LOCK 2 STR 
LUXURY RECLINING 
SETTEE. 

■0 ©KEY 


THE NEXUS LARGE 2 
SEATER METAL ACTION 
BED SETTEE. 

^©KEYoIMKMM? 


LARGE DESIGNER 
GLASS DINING TABLE 

\1jOTutk] © 


£49 TO CLEAR 


£99 TO GO 


£299 TO GO 


£399 TO CLEAR 


£249 TO CLEAR 


THE TUSCANY 3 STR 
+ 2 STR SCATTER 
BACK SOFAS 

M ©©Pu 1 [MDKE© 


SINGLE SIZE QUALITY 
STORAGE BED. 
DEEP MATTRES 
AND SLIDER BASE 


£399 THE PAIR 


£99 HEADBOARD EXTRA 


■ 


SUPERB ELECTRIC 
DUALMOTOR RISER 
AND RECLINER CHAIR. 


A SUPER KINGSIZE 6FT 
WIDE 6FT 6IN LONG 
STORAGE DIVAN. 


A DOUBLE MEMORY 
FOAM AND SPRING 
SOFT FEEL MATTRESS. 

■a@KEY n ®XE)0§[aL£Y 


£469 TO GO 


£299 TO GO 


£79 TO CLEAR 


A FULLY ASSEMBLED 
DOUBLE SIZE 
LIGHT OAK FINISH 
WARDROBE. 

^©KILYot^EDgCW 7 


‘RAUCH’ DARK WOOD 
COLOUR STUDENTS 
DESK. READY MADE. 

^©[KLYo^EMM? 


‘ORTHOFIRM’ KINGSIZE 
ROLL-UP 18CM DEEP 
FOAM MATTRESS. 

fl©KLY a 


3/4 SIZE SMALL 
DOUBLE ORTHOFIRM 
MATTRESS AND BASE. 

g ©(KEY, “u® ©ESS® 


THE PLAZE 3STR 
BLACK FAUX LEATHER 
MODERN SOFA. 

^©KILYo SSEMMf 


£69 TO GO 


£49 TO CLEAR 


£99 TO CLEAR 


£169 TO CLEAR 


£299 TO CLEAR 


A LARGE EX DISPLAY 
TOP QUALITY 2 
STR SOFA IN DARK 
GREY FABRIC. 


THE IBIZA LUXURY 
POCKET OF MEMORY 
DOUBLE SIZE DIVAN. 

^©KLYuIMEMM? 


A SUPERB DEEP 
BUTTONED FABRIC 
DOUBLE SIZE 
BEDFRAME. 

■a ©KEY 


A DOUBLE SIZE FAUX 
LEATHER OTTOMAN 
FRAME WITH MATTRESS 

H ©KEY 


A LARGE WALNUT 
RETRO SIDEBOARD 
FROM ‘BENTLEY’ 
DESIGNS 

■0 ©KEY 


£199 TO GO 


£199 TO CLEAR 


£199 TO GO 


£199 TO CLEAR 


£199 TO CLEAR 


STORE 
CLOSED 
THURS 27TH 
REOPENS 
FRIDAY 9AM 




583 BEARWOOD ROAD, BEARWOOD B66 4BH TEL: 0121-420-2991 


QUICK 
DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE ON 
MOST SALE 
ITEMS! 
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Why miss another word? 

There's help for those with hearing loss. 


SO MANY OPTIONS FOR 

BETTER HEARING! 





r HOME ^ 
VISITS NOW 
AVAILABLE. 


/ 0% APR - Interest free credit ava 

/ A pair of latest-digital technolog 
invisible & rechargeable hearing 
solutions from as little as 
£19.24 a week! 

/ Spread your payments 
over 12 or 24 months 

/ Low deposits - from as 
little as £20! 


SPECIAL EVENT 

FOR TWO DAYS ONLY! 


SPECIAL OFFERS 
AVAILABLE AT THE 
EVENT 


at 59 High Street 
Stourbridge 
, DY81DE 


' INVISIBLE^ 
HEARING 
.SOLUTIONS, 


•10% OFF ALL 
NEW TECHNOLOGY! 


T LATEST > 
HEARING 

^TECHNOLOGY/ 


r BEST > 

PRICE 

k BATTERIES. 


RECHARGEABLE> 

HEARING 

TECHNOLOGY/ 


SPECIAL 

GUEST! 

We are pleased to 
welcome Hearing Aid 
Expert, Trevor Bridge will 
be visiting to discuss all 
aspects of your hearing 
and demonstrate this 
amazing new technology! 


Stourbridge ^ High street, Stourbridge, DY8 IDE 

Hearing 01384 476 306 

Centre 


stourbridgehearingcentre@gmail.com 

www.stourbridgehearingaidcentre.co.uk 


/ Free Hearing Tests 
/ Hearing Aid Trials 

✓ Hearing Aid Repairs 

/ Microsuction Ear Wax Removal 

✓ Tinnitus Management 
/ Noise Protection 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 100% Money Back Guarantee if you are not satisfied. 











Antiques dealer Philip 
dies following illness 

A HIGHLY regarded antiques dealer has died in hospital 
following a short illness. Philip Ridgway, 71, traded at 
Perry and Phillips Auctioneers and The Old Mill Antiques 
Centre in Low Town, Bridgnorth. 

Mr Ridgway died last week at the Princess Royal Hospi¬ 
tal, Telford. He dealt in antiques for 50 years throughout 
the Midlands and much further afield before settling in 
Bridgnorth in recent years. 

“He was popular at all the salerooms he dealt with and 
was extremely well regarded for his wealth of knowledge,” 
said John Ridgway, his brother. “Philip stepped in to help 
me when our brother Denis sadly passed away in 2015 and 
he has played a key role in managing and developing our 
businesses. He had run antiques stalls and shops in Wol¬ 
verhampton, Stratford-upon-Avon and Bridgnorth and 
dealt in antiques for some 50 years before joining me at 
Perry and Phillips and The Old Mill three years ago.” 

Mr Ridgway met his wife Sandy, at an auction and they 
worked together until her death 12 years ago. 


What a grape idea 
for vine growers 



Grape harvest time at the Halfpenny Green vineyard, 
near Bobbington 

HALFPENNY Green Vineyards are now accepting dona¬ 
tions of home-grown grapes for its annual co-operative 
scheme. 

From now until late October, the vineyards at Bobbing¬ 
ton near Bridgnorth, will be accepting grapes from the pub¬ 
lic. The grapes will then go on to be pressed and preserved 
to produce rose wine. The estate will let people know when 
the wine is ready, which is usually around late spring the 
following year. 

Clive Vickers, managing director, said: “People with 
vines in their back garden would always call up asking for 
advice, wondering what they could do with grapes that had 
grown in their back garden. Eventually we told them to 
bring them to us. The amount of wine available to each 
person is equal to the amount of grapes they bring in. For 
example, if a person brings in 10 kilos of grapes, they col¬ 
lect 10 bottles of wine. 

Fruit can be bought to the winery in carrier bags, a box, 
or bin bags. For more information about the scheme call 
(01384) 221122. 

Reward now £35,000 
to catch arsonists 

A CASH reward to catch arsonists who targeted a business 
has now been upped to £35,000. 

Bosses from Commercial Body Fittings in Coseley orig¬ 
inally put up a £10,000 reward but the cash on offer has 
now been increased in an attempt to bring the perpetrators 
to justice. 

The gang, wearing hoodies and masks, was seen on 
CCTV emptying petrol into the ground-floor window of the 
building in Budden Road at around 12.30am, on August 6. 

Firefighters managed to save the building from major 
damage but bosses say they are committed to ensuring the 
arsonists are punished for their deliberate attack. 

Four people believed to have been involved were seen 
fleeing from the area towards the railway track. Police have 
launched an investigation. 

Anyone with information is asked to call West Midlands 
Police on 101. 


Lorry driver cleared of killing 
five fruit pickers in M6 crash 


A LORRY driver from the 
Black Country has been 
cleared of causing the 
deaths of five fruit pickers 
when he ploughed into their 
car on the M6. 

Polish national Zbigniew Grzabel 
wept as the jury delivered the unan¬ 
imous not guilty verdicts last week. 

Four women and two men were in 
a Nissan Micra when it was struck by 
the lorry driven by the 62-year-old in 
the early hours of May 24 last year. 


The two vehicles were headed south 
on the M6 between junctions 15 and 
14, near Stafford, at around 4.20am. 

It had been alleged that Mr Grza¬ 
bel failed to react to a loss of speed 
by the Micra. But it emerged during 
the week-long trial that the Micra 
had mechanical problems affecting 
the throttle and acceleration, and had 
twice pulled onto the hard shoulder of 
the motorway. 

A traffic officer told the jury the car 
seemed to lose speed, but no brake 
lights were showing. 

The victims, 45-year-old driver 


Marius Zevian, and four passengers 
- his wife Cucoana Zevian, 49, Ghe- 
orghita Radu, 56, Nicoleta-Marinela 
Florea, 42, and 34-year-old Marcela 
Sandu - had been on their way to 
work at a fruit farm near Stafford. 

Grzabel had never had an accident 
or points on his licence in 40 years be¬ 
hind the wheel, Stafford Crown Court 
heard. 

Mr Grzabel, of Glebefields Road, 
Tipton, was cleared of five counts of 
causing death by dangerous driving 
and one charge of causing serious in¬ 
jury by dangerous driving. 


Panel will choose 
top beer of festival 

A JUDGING panel will choose a beer of the festival at 
Sedgley’s biggest real ale event this weekend. 

The sixth Sedgley Beer Festival is being held in First 
Sedgley Scout Headquarters, off Ladies Walk in Dudley, 
tomorrow (Friday) and Saturday. 

A total of 36 real ales will be available for visitors to 
try during the festival. There will be five bands per¬ 
forming over the two days, including Sedgley Ukulele 
Strummers on Saturday afternoon and The Empty Can 
on that same evening. 

Among the local breweries supplying beers will be En- 
ville and Kinver, Lye’s Sadler’s Ales and Beowulf Brew¬ 
ing Company from Brownhills. 

The beer festival is a charity fundraising event and 
proceeds will be going to Scouting, Children in Need and 
Cystic Fibrosis. 

For more information, visit the events section on 
www.lovefromsedgley.co.uk. 


Autumn Sale 


Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. No deposit. Interest free. 


with 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

off all Sale 
prices 


> 



/V/ 


Bergen Extending dining table 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE £399 

SALE PRICE £4W was £579 


A 



h 

(ousins 


cousinsfurniture.co.uk 

Birmingham I Dudley I Manchester 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. Balances must be paid in September/October 2019 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance 

items, in store concessions or web specials. 
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Janet’s LA rock reputation 


AN American guitarist who 
has played alongside Fleet- 
wood Mac’s Lindsey Bucking¬ 
ham is to perform at a Stour¬ 
bridge pub. 

From Los Angeles, Janet 
Robin performed in such leg¬ 
endary Hollywood venues as 
the Whiskey a Go Go and The 
Roxy with all-girl hard rock 
band Precious Metal in the 
1980s. 

She went on to become a 
member of Lindsey Bucking¬ 
ham’s band and also played 
guitar for Meredith Brooks, 
Michelle Shocked and with Air 
Supply, also working with Ann 
and Nancy Wilson from Heart. 

Her latest solo album Take 
Me As I Am was recorded 
in Nashville and produced 
by Johnny Cash’s son, John 
Carter Cash. 

She will be in concert at 
Katie Fitzgeralds’s on Thurs¬ 
day, October 4. Tickets are 
£8 on the door, or a pound 
cheaper from www.wegottick 
ets.com/event/447270 or call 
Janet Robin recorded her latest album in Nashville Pic by Mary Grace McKernan (01384) 374410. 




IiI4VJ Wilko Home 
Wooden Frame 


lilsiYJ Wilko Woven Check 
Cushion 43 x 43cm 


0472009 


0471995 


Wilko Marble Effect 
Table Lamp 


Wilko Marble and Copper 
Effect Wall Clock 


0456318 


0463834 


Wilko Pink and Grey 
Ombre Vase 


^achi'Me ivflstafci, 
cover 

Loads more home accessories you'll k?ve at WlIko.COITI 

All products subject to availability. Please check your store in advance to avoid 
disappointment. Online delivery charges may apply. 


0463807 


Wilko Pink Loose 
Weave Throw 
0463936 


new Wilko Stag 
Cushion 43 x 43cm 
0471994 


Fizzog dancing granny 
in triathlon challenge 



FIZZOG comedy star Jacky 
Fellows has raised more 
than £1,000 for charity by 
successfully completing an 
Olympic-style triathlon. 

Jacky, one of the Fizzogs’ Danc¬ 
ing Grannies, swam, cycled and 
ran to raise money for the Cos- 
ford-based Midlands Air Ambu¬ 
lance. 

The challenge involved swimming a 
mile across the Netherton Reservoir, 
followed by a 25-mile bike ride ending 
at Kinver and then running six miles 
to the Mitre pub in Stourbridge. Jacky, 
who raised a total of £1,171, said she 
was ‘amazed’ by the generosity of peo¬ 
ple throughout her training and the 
race. 

She said: “Luckily for me, I had two 
volunteers who swam in front and be¬ 
side me so I knew exactly where I was 
going. 

“My goggles stayed crystal clear 
and the anti-chafe spray that had 
arrived the day before worked like a 
dream. Consequently, everything fell 
into place and the swim went bril¬ 
liantly. The 25-mile bike route had 
been planned with fine precision by 
members of the Barmy Team and they 
joined me on the ride to the Vine in 
Kinver. I was joined on the run by 
Mark and Emma Higgins from Hale¬ 
sowen Running Club. 

“The support throughout was bril¬ 
liant with Fizzogs Sue and Deb follow¬ 
ing in the car shouting encouragement 
and Martin Whelan following. Paul 
Williams, Zita Trabbocco and Brian 
Flatley supported me on the ride. 
Julia Taylor and Julieann Whitehouse 
guided me through the swim. 

“Mike Cartwright, landlord of the 
Mitre, hosted the celebrations and do¬ 
nated £100,” said Jacky. 


Trees fall as 

HIGH winds caused havoc in the bor¬ 
ough as a number of trees were felled. 

Dudley Council says it responded 
to numerous fallen trees as Storm Ali 
raged last Wednesday - including one 
at the household waste recycling cen¬ 
tre in Stourbridge, as well as in Am- 
blecote Road. 

Access to the recycling centre was 
not affected and business there con- 


storm rages 

tinued as usual. Councillor Karen 
Shakespeare, cabinet member of en¬ 
vironmental services at the local au¬ 
thority, said: “Our officers have made 
areas safe and advised any land own¬ 
ers where necessary.” 

Meanwhile, a section of roof on De- 
benhams in Wolverhampton’s Mander 
Centre came away during the stormy 
weather. 
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‘ you re getting 
3 quotes make 
sure Cairera is 
one of them!!a 
Cult us TODAY 
3-384 442490 


e Top Quality A Ratedj^H^B^ 
Products At GreatlRric 
© Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
© Payment On Completio 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© No Deposit Required 


Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it opened in 1989. 
Call them now for your FREE no obligation quotations. Our visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes 


Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches 


Visit our large beautiful showroom with all products on display for a warm welcome 


the big build 



n 

h 



WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 



24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 

Telephone: 01384 442 490 

www.carerawindows.co.uk 
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Charity ball will raise money for 
Caribbean military memorial 



Donald Campbell, front, with members of the Caribbean Monument Charity 


i6£6.2m revamp 
earns council 
a national award 

DUDLEY Council’s housing servic¬ 
es team is celebrating after scooping 
a national award for a multi-million 
pound refurbishment that has brought 
benefits to the health and wellbeing of 
tenants. 

The Dudley team has won the na¬ 
tional Association of Public Service Ex¬ 
cellence’s health and wellbeing award. 

The award was in recognition of the 
council’s recent £6.2 million refurbish¬ 
ment of Margaret Vine and Holloway 
Court sheltered housing schemes. 

The project, part-funded by the Gov¬ 
ernment, was designed to improve ten¬ 
ants’ quality of life. 

Two years ago the council and hous¬ 
ing partner Jessup began a makeover of 
92 apartments - installing new kitchens 
and adding en-suite shower facilities. 

Some apartments were extended and 
some balconies installed. The buildings 
also got a heating upgrade, rewiring, lift 
refurbishment, new door entry system 
and refurbished communal areas. The 
council also built four bungalows on 
land at Margaret Vine Court. 


A CHARITY ball is being held 
to raise money towards a 
lasting legacy to honour the 
contribution of military per¬ 
sonnel from the Caribbean. 

The National Caribbean Monu¬ 
ment Charity is working to raise 
£500,000 for a monument which will 
stand in the grounds of the National 
Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas, 
near Lichfield. 

As part of their efforts to generate 
cash, members will host a ball at the 
National Conference Centre in Soli¬ 
hull on October 13. 

One of the trustees of The National 
Caribbean Monument Charity is re¬ 
tired Royal Air Force Warrant Officer 
Donald Campbell, who lives in Tipton 
and finished his military career with 
seven years of service at RAF Cosford 
in 2006. He said: “This ball will be a 


night to remember and be part of our 
journey to make this historical mon¬ 
ument possible. We are hoping to get 
as many people there as possible.” 


Earlier this year £2,000 was raised 
towards the appeal when several 
members took part in a sponsored 
parachute jump. 


A site for the memorial paying trib¬ 
ute to those who fought for Britain 
and its colonies has been located and 
designs are being drawn up. 

The campaign started when vet¬ 
eran Pauline Milnes, from London, 
visited the National Arboretum Me¬ 
morial at Alrewas three years ago. 
The only mention she could find was 
of a 17-year-old Jamaican called Her¬ 
bert Morris. Private Morris joined 
the 6th battalion of the British West 
Indies Regiment in Jamaica in 1916. 
He absconded after several of his 
comrades became casualties, was 
caught and executed afrer a court 
martial. He was pardoned 90 years 
later. 

Tickets for the ball cost £55 
if bought before October 4 
and £60 after. See www.the 
nationalcaribbeanmonument. org for 
details 


Planning chiefs 
reject scheme 
for 18 homes 

CONTROVERSIAL plans for 18 homes 
in Dudley have been thrown out. 

Dudley Council planning bosses said 
the scheme, on land near Dibdale Road 
and Salop Street, would have repre¬ 
sented overdevelopment and affected 
the ‘visually prominent’ location. 

Patrick Timmins, representing 
Blake’s Sheds, a firm that had voiced 
opposition to the plans, felt the correct 
decision had been made. 

He said: “There were planning safety 
concerns. The council have reached the 
right decision.” 

A total of 14 one-bedroom and four 
two-bedroom apartments would have 
been constructed on the vacant site, 
near Papa John’s takeaway. 

Helen Martin, chief officer of regen¬ 
eration and enterprise, said: “The pro¬ 
posed development would encroach into 
an area of existing open space which 
forms a key characteristic of the area 
and by reason of the development’s de¬ 
sign, scale and layout it is considered to 
be detrimental to the existing pattern of 
development and character of the area.” 


50% of 
sight 
loss is 
avoidable 


Book an eye test at specsavers.co.uk 


RNIB 

Transforming eye health 

Source: Specsavers and RNIB State of the Nation report 2017. ©2018 Specsavers. All rights reserved. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



Regular eye tests more vital than 
ever with ageing workforce 


WITH an ageing population and record number 
of older people in work, Specsavers and the 
Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB) 
are reminding people of the importance of 
regular eye tests to maintain and protect their 
sight. 

There are now more than 1.2 million Brits aged 
over 65 working as people continue to live 
longer and healthier lives. Yet research* has 
revealed that 250 people start losing their sight 
every day even though at least half of all sight 
loss is avoidable. Early detection is vital in the 
management and successful treatment of many 
conditions, with regular eye tests being key. But 
despite that, one in four people are not having an 
eye test every two years as recommended. 

Hairy Bikers star Dave Myers has teamed up with 
Specsavers and RNIB this National Eye Health 
Week (24-30 September) to help raise awareness 
of the importance of eye tests. The 61-year-old 
was diagnosed with glaucoma seven years ago 
following a routine visit to the opticians. It could 
have affected his career, but swift detection has 
protected the chef's sight by enabling him to 
successfully manage the condition with daily eye 
drops. 


chances of developing an eye 
condition, so it is very important 
that people book themselves in 
for an eye test every two years. 

'With the right support, people 
with sight loss can continue 
working, and if you are an 
employer, RNIB and other organisations can help 
you to properly support a member of staff who is 
losing their sight. 



'Advances in technology mean that blind and 
partially sighted people can now overcome 
many of the barriers to work that they faced in 
the past, and government schemes like Access 
to Work mean that many of the costs can be 
met.' 


All Specsavers optometrists are accredited in 
detecting and monitoring glaucoma, cataracts 
and other eye health conditions. To complement 
their skills, Specsavers and RNIB have also 
launched eye health training for Specsavers' 
non clinical teams, including optical assistants 
and frame stylists, to ensure that whoever a 
customer first sees in-store is sympathetic to 
their eye care needs. 


'I was shocked because I had no symptoms, but 
if it had gone unnoticed, I could have gone blind. 
Like so many people, my career is my passion 
and it's so hard to imagine doing all the things I 
love if I couldn't see.' 

RNIB interim CEO Eliot Lyne added: 'Research 
shows that the older you are, the greater your 


* YouGov Survey commissioned by Specsavers and RNIB 
23rd June -7th July 2017 of 6,430 UK adults aged 18+. 


RNIB 



Transforming eye health 
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Stop Smoking 


"X-" 


THE 



VAPE 


Care Home 


Yew 

free 




Nursing Home 


Offering you nursing experience and expertise in our idyllic country 
retreat ensuring your stay with us feels like home from home. 


LONG LANE STORE OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND! 


f 
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We offer 

• 24 hour nursing care in a warm 
and friendly environment 

• Single and double bedrooms 
available, en-suite facilities 

• Specialist care for dementia, 
nursing and Palliative Care 

• Weekly activity packages, day 
trips, pub visits, etc 

• Home cooked meals prepared by our 5* rated kitchens 

• Large gardens where you can become friends with our Shetland pony, cat 


and guinea pig 


Come 


www.yewtreenursinghome.co.uk 

and see Tor yourselves - no appointment necessary 


Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 ONX Tel:OI562 710809 


Home Care Service 



Childcare 



P fit T Cares 4 U 


QUALITY CARE AT HOME IN HALESOWEN 
AND THE WEST MIDLANDS 

We are passionate about helping your loved one to live a 
happy, secure and independent life. 



Personal Care 
Medication, shopping 
and company calls 
Security and social 
visits 

Domestic calls 
Night shifts 
Laundry services 
Pension collecting 


Meal Preparation 
(Including PEG 
Feeding) 

Palliative care 
Sitting service 
Hospital escort 
Direct Payment 
Money Management 
Private Clients 



Learn Have fun Explore " ew Adventure 

r fnends 


FREE childcare for 2 year oldaiffi*Sarfaffi5lll 


Your 2 year old may be able to get up to 15 hours free 
childcare a week during term time. 

That’s 15 hours a week to learn through play, make their first 
friends, sing, dance, dress up and have lots of fun. 

That’s also 15 hours a week for you to have a break, spend 
more time with your younger children, get stuff done around 
the house, study or look for work. 


■ Sandwell Sa 



To find out more please contact Sandwell 
Family Information Service 0121569 4914 
or visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/freechildcare 
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Yew Tree Nursing Home is a well established 
home located in the picturesque 
rural village of Romsley. 

The home has extensive grounds with both patio areas 
and sun terraces overlooking the resident Shetland pony 
and home-reared hens. The gardens are easily accessible. 
There is also a secluded and enclosed ornamental patio 
area which is accessible to all residents at any time and 
enabling the residents to grow herbs and vegetables and 
take part in gardening activities. 

Alternatively they can just relax in one of the many 
seating areas. 

Yew Tree accommodates 40 residents providing 
comprehensive care including full nursing care, dementia 


care, private residential and respite opportunities. 

The home layout is over two floors incorporating the 
ground and first floor with lift access. There are various 
bedrooms, the majority are single en-suite with some 
double rooms, with some bedrooms having views over 
the surrounding countryside. 

There are four lounges to choose from, each with its own 
unique personality. The front lounge is located within the 
specialised dementia unit which has recently undergone 
a full refurbishment. 

The garden lounge is the largest lounge in the home with 
a bright and airy feel with views and accessibility to the 
sun terrace. The room has an attractive dining area with 
ample seating and refreshments are available for residents 
and their families. 


There are two quaint lounges which provide the 
residents with a more private, intimate and relaxing 
environment ideal for family visits and special 
occasions. The quiet 

lounge is located next to the nurses’ office on the 
ground floor. The reading room is located on the first 
floor and provides a selection of 
reading material. 

A spokesman said: “We would very much like you to 
visit Yew Tree to see for yourselves the level of service 
we offer. “Visitors are able to visit at any time and an 
appointment is not necessary. We would just ask that 
meal times be avoided for the 
privacy of the residents. These are between 
12.30pm to 1.30pm and 5.00pm to 6.00pm.” 


Yew Tree Place, 
Romsley, 
Halesowen 
B620NX 
Tel: 01562 710809 
Email: info@yewtreenursinghome.co.uk 
Web: www.yewtreenursinghome.co.uk/ 



Learn 


Have fun Explore 


Make new 
friends 


Adventure 


FREE childcare for 2 year olds in Sandwell 

Your 2 year old may be able to get up to 15 hours free 
childcare a week during term time. 

That’s 15 hours a week to learn through play, make their first 
friends, sing, dance, dress up and have lots of fun. 

That’s also 15 hours a week for you to have a break, spend 
more time with your younger children, get stuff done around 
the house, study or look for work. 


Sandwell 



1o find out more please contact Sandwell 
Family Information Service 0121 569 4914 
or visit www.sandweH.gov.uk/freechildcare 






















r. QUALITY CARE AT HOME IN HALESOWEN 
,2L 4 u AND THE WEST MIDLANDS 


Quality Care 

Obtain care of exceptional quality from our care agency in 
Rowley Regis, West Midlands. At P&T Cares 4 U Ltd, we 
believe in the quality, not quantity, of our home care ser¬ 
vices, which include shopping, cleaning, and personal care. 
With more than 40 years of experience, all of our services 
are adapted to the individual needs of your loved ones. Part 
of the West Midlands Care Association, you can trust us for 
care of the highest standards. 

About us 

Although we have only been open since January 2016, our 
team has an extensive amount of home care experience, 
including our director and registered manager Theresa 
Weston and director Patricia Jones. Backed by the Level 5 
NVQ in Health and Social Care, we pride ourselves on the 
personal, one-to-one services that we offer to our clients. 
We understand that everyone’s needs are different, and our 
services and skills must cater to the individual. 


Our Qualified team 

Our small team of qualified care assistants are all DBS 
checked and fully trained with a Level 2 NVQ or above at 
the very least. As dedicated support workers, we carry 
out regular checks to deliver the highest standards of care. 
All of our care assistants are compassionate and work as 
a close-knit team, which is integral in the health and social 
care sector. 

We Cover all aspects of care 

With our wide-ranging experience and knowledge, we have 
the skills to cater to all the different sectors of home care. 
As a close relative, you can rest assured that your loved one 
is in safe hands as we provide a quality service tailored to 
individual needs. 


Q t-cMty 

CxafrmtucvN 


CQC RATING GOOD 




I24C Nimmings Road, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9JH 

0121 559 8182 



t 


V 


i 


Want To Stop Smoking?.. Considering VaJ5TR| 

LONG LANE STORE OPENING 
THIS WEEKEND! 


0121 559 6633 | info9vapecariel.co.uk © © 


160a High Street 
Rowley Regis 
B65 ODX 


494, Hagley Rd West 
Oldbury/Quinton 
B68 ODJ 


188 Long Lane 
Halesowen 
862 9EP 
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HERITAGE BUILDERS 
^Jl iiJvkV MERCHANTS LTD 

free parking next door www.heritagebuildersmerchants.co.uk 

Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, West Midlands. B64 5AJ 

Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, sand, hardcore, cement, blocks, timber, 
plasterboard, golden gravel chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle... 

DECKING BOARD 32mm x 125mm 
4.8mtr £8.40-3.6m £6.30 

TIMBER 4x2 £2.15 mtr • 3x2 £1.75 mtr 

TANALISED SHIP LAP / LOG LAP IN STOCK OSB/PLYWOOD IN STOCK 
+ RAILWAY SLEEPERS £18.50 3 X 2 CLS 2.4mtr £2.50 Bulk Bags Of TOP SOIL £30 

BULK BAG OF 25KG BAG 

SAND/MOT CEMENT 

£32.50 £3.75 

GOLDEN 
GRAVEL 
£79.00 

20ML GRAVEL 25KG BAGS 

BULK BAG OF SAND 

£40.00 £1.75 



HEAVY DUTY 
FEATHEREDGE 
PANEL 6X5 £20 


ADVERTISEMENT 

eritage Building Merchants Ltd is a Family run Builders Merchant 
with over 20 years of experience in the building trade providing 
quality building materials for trade and DIY in Wolverhampton, 
Dudley, Birmingham and West Midlands. 

Heritage Builders Merchants cov¬ 
er all areas of the construction pro¬ 
cess from small DIY projects to major 
housing developments, whether you 
are a trades person, residential home- 
owner, DIY enthusiast of landscape 
gardener, we have a large range of top 
quality products and services on offer. 




We stock a full range of building sup¬ 
plies. If you are a local builder, building 
and construction company, property 
developer or DIY enthusiast you’ve 
come to the right place. 

We are truly committed to supply¬ 
ing the highest quality products and 
building supplies to fit your every 
need. With our dedicated employees 
with over 40 years combined experi¬ 
ence in the building trade, available to 
advise on products and quantities you 
are one step closer to your next DIY or 
Building project. We’ve got everything 
for new builds, building repairs, and 
DIY products. 


We have an extensive stock profile in¬ 
cluding building materials, tools and 
accessories, we aim to deliver on our 
promise to be the most cost effective 
and reliable way for you to purchase 
the products you need. 

We can offer you guidance every step 
of the way throughout your project. 

We offer a range of delivery options 
from next day to rapid delivery when 
you’re just a bag of cement short. 
We’re here to help you! 

So if you have to make one phone 
call today then call us! We hope to 
see you very soon. 


JFB GATES & RAILINGS 



• IRON GATES • IRON RAILINGS • BALUSTRADES 

POP IN AND SEE US-LOTS OF OFFERS ON 


Unit 20 Waterside Ind. Est. Mariot Road, 
Netherton DY2 9RG 
www.jfbgatesandrailings.co.uk 

07793 753320 •01384 573823 


At JFB Gates & Railings we 
specialise in wrought iron gates 
Dudley, Railings Dudley and 
Balustrades. 

Our company are able to provide our 
customers with hand crafted wrought 
iron entrance gates, both manual and 
automatic, which will help to increase 
your homes security along with adding 
a touch of elegance to your home 
or property. 

With your automatic gates we 
can install various systems such 
as intercom entry systems, digital 
code key phone entry systems, key 
systems, remote systems etc. 



You name it, we will make it! 
Baguettes, Sandwiches, Baked 
Potatoes and Salad boxes - 
all made fresh to your liking! 


0121 585 8755 
07792 0940188 


Cornbow Centre, Halesowen 
B63 4AB (next to Poundland) 


Jo’s Baguette Bar was established 
in 2015. 

After years of living and shopping in 
Halesowen Jo knew that the Cornbow 
Shopping Centre was crying out for 
a sandwich shop that offered the 
customers choice, quality and value 
for money. 

Having worked in the catering 
industry for over 15 years she knew 
exactly how she could bring all of 
those components together and 
deliver tasty sandwiches, breakfasts, 
lunches and buffets not just to 
shoppers but to local businesses and 
the community too. 


Joes Cash 4 Clothes 


We pay 60p per Kg for your unwanted 

/ Shoes / Handbags / Belts 
✓ Good Quality Clothing 

07543629473 

' Web:joescash4clothes.co.uk 


Enville Road Wall 
Heath DY6 ONL 


172 Halesowen Road, 
Old Hill B64 5RR 



Sell your reusable 
clothes to us! 

Many of us have good quality, 
reusable clothes in our wardrobe 
that we no longer wear or want, 
perhaps you’re having a big clear 
out to create some space, or just 
making some extra cash out of 
your unwanted clothes? 

We pay top prices and offer 
the friendly helpful service that 
you deserve. 



Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 

• Free Quotes 

• Free Local Delivery 

• Free Measuring 

• Fitting Service Available 


frTmfTn?/rnawT7m r?7TTgi 

129 Coombs Road, Halesowen 
Call: 0121 S61 4607 


Any Carpet Anywhere has been 
established for over 15 years. We have 
built a reputation for selling quality 
carpets and flooring and giving a quality 
service which is second to none. 

We have a large showroom with samples 
from most leading manufacturers and a 
vast range of vinyl flooring. 

For more information, 
please contact us 
or visit our showroom and 
see for yourself. 































WEST BROMWICH ALBION FOOTBALL CLUB « 


THURSDAY 
11 OCTOBER 
4PM-7PM 

SATURDAY 
13 OCTOBER 
11AM-3PM 


WE LOVE 
THE GREAT 
OPPORTUNITIES 
SPORTS 
GIVES US 99 


ISAAC JONES 
CLENN SURESHKUMAR 
EZEKIEL ADELAJA 
SPORTS STUDENTS 


OPEN AT BOTH CAMPUSES - 
CENTRAL CAMPUS AND 
@ CENTRAL SIXTH FOR A LEVELS 


Good 

Provider 


Sandwell College 

West Bromwich ^ 
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Bagging 
vintage 
bargains 
at auction 

ANTIQUES AND S.-l 
COLLECTIBLES T1 



| with John Ridgway of Perry & Phillips 


MANY women today seem to be lugging 
around large handbags full of all kinds of 
items - but in days gone by these bags 
tended to be rather smaller and contain 
different essentials. 

Of course the ladies of yesteryear didn’t have 
laptops or mobile phones to contend with - or 
different pairs of shoes - and so their handbags 
were needed only for powder compacts, lipsticks, 
cigarette cases, slimline purses and so on. 

And these essential handbag items are very 
collectable today, reminiscent as they are of ele¬ 
gant days gone by. 

Power compacts in particular are a collector’s 
favourite and there are numerous designs to 
choose from. 

The older the compact the more valuable it will be be 
and because they will generally have been kept either 
in a handbag or on a dressing table they are usually in 
very good condition. 

Some compact collectors will buy a certain style, 
such as Art Deco, or go for those branded with recog¬ 
nised names like Stratton and Kigu. 

Vintage lipstick holders are another real favourite 
and if you’re lucky - and have enough money! - you can 
still buy beautiful ones made 
in gold and silver, some even 
decorated with rhinestones. 

Van Cleef and Arpels made 
some stunning lipstick cases 
but others were manufac¬ 
tured for buyers with more 
modest budgets and these can 
be found today available at 
very reasonable prices. 

Cigarette cases and holders 
are also popular with auc¬ 
tion-goers and again they vary 
in price according to quality 

and design. 

The most elegant cases were made by the likes 
Chanel and Yves Saint Laurent and these are very 
much sought after in the saleroom today. 

Some people are fascinated by the elegance of vin¬ 
tage handbag essentials and decide to collect a variety 
in different styles and designs, others opt for one par¬ 
ticular era or designer. 

They do look lovely on display and a nice collection 
will definitely appreciate in value as the years go by. 
See you at the next sale of antiques and collectibles! 

* The next Perry and Phillips sale of antiques and 
collectables will take place at the Mill Street sale¬ 
room, Low Town, Bridgnorth on Tuesday, October 

2, from 10.30am. 

* Viewing is during the weekend and on Monday 
prior to the sale and catalogues are available from 

the saleroom or online at www.perryandphillips. 
co.uk. Newcomers to the auction should arrive in 
plenty of time to register and be allocated a bidding 
number and bids may be made (by prior arrange¬ 
ment) over the phone or left with the auctioneer. 

* Perry and Phillips hold valuation days, for sale 
items only, every Wednesday from 10am until 4pm. 



Counting the cost of school sporting activities 



Football is one of the more popular sports 


CHILDREN are taking up new sports 
this school year which is increasing 
the price of back to school as parents 
fork out for sports clothing and equip¬ 
ment, according to new research. 

A survey of more than 7,600 UK 
adults published by Decathlon in the 
Decathlon Activity Index 2018, shows 
that parents spend £54 on average on 
sports clothing and equipment per 
child, ahead of the new school year. 

In fact, 86 per cent of those surveyed 
said that their keen kids will take up a 
new sport this year at school. 

The research shows how the cost 
correlates to the amount of sports kids 
take up, with children picking up three 
sports on average per school year. 

Even more surprisingly, more than 
one in seven (29 per cent) said that 
their child would take up five or more 
sports at the start of the new academic 
year. 

When quizzed on the sports and 
physical activities their children in¬ 
tend to take part in during the new 


academic year, the majority of re¬ 
spondents cited swimming and foot¬ 
ball as activities their child will take 
part in. This was closely followed by 
running with more than one in five 
intending to take part in this form of 
exercise during the new school year. 

Tennis was also a popular sport that 
children intend to pick up, coming in 
fourth place. 

Exercise 

Fitness rounded off the list of the 
top five sports and forms of exercise 
a child intends to get involved with at 
the start of the new school year. 

Philippe Rebelo, UK marketing di¬ 
rector at Decathlon said: “It is clear 
that back to school is an expensive 
time for many parents, but the re¬ 
search shows just how much is spent 
on sports clothing and equipment 
alone. 

“This highlights just how quickly 
the cost of back to school can mount 
up for parents, especially if you have 


more than one child in school. 

Mr Rebelo said: “However, it is im¬ 
portant to get children to take part 
in sports at school, so they can form 
healthier lifestyles and help grow 
their team building skills. There are 
also plenty of affordable options on 
the market for parents to choose from 
and ensure their kids are kitted out 
for a variety of sports and activities at 
school, so that youngsters don’t miss 
out.” 

Top 10 sports or forms of exer¬ 
cise kids plan to take part in dur¬ 
ing the new academic year: 

* Swimming - 38 per cent 

* Football - 38 per cent 

* Running - 20 per cent 

* Tennis - 17 per cent 

* Fitness - 16 per cent 

* Athletics - 16 per cent 

* Gymnastics - 14 per cent 

* Dance - 14 per cent 

* Cycling - 14 per cent 

* Karate - 14 per cent 



Towns are hit by pollution as well as big cities 


Take time out to take the necessary steps to protect your hair 


Pollution in towns can 
make for a bad hair day 



Pollution can have a damaging impact on your locks 


URBAN living - it’s not without chal¬ 
lenges is it? 

When days start with a crammed com¬ 
mute, lunchtimes are non-existent and your 
so-called nine-to-five-job is more like sev- 
en-to-11, it can be hard to keep your stress 
levels in check. 

And that’s only the palpable problems - don’t for¬ 
get that pollution lurking in the air is causing lung 
problems and early deaths, according to the World 
Health Organisation. 

What’s this got to do with beauty? Well, it turns 
out that pollution may be the cause of bad hair days, 
as well as poor health. 

And it’s not just big cities that are affected, ei¬ 
ther. 

A recent WHO report found that 30 places in the 
UK exceeded a crucial 10 micrograms of pollutants 
per cubic metre measure. 

Scunthorpe showed the highest levels, and des¬ 
tinations including Gillingham, Carlisle and Chep¬ 
stow came in the top ten, alongside larger cities like 
Manchester, Leeds and Liverpool. 

“If you live in a city and your hair is feeling dull 
and dry, or you’ve developed an itchy scalp, then 
pollution could be to blame,” says Nick Irwin, global 
development director of Muk hair care. 

“In the same way pollution can affect the skin, it 
affects the hair. Depleting the body of certain nu¬ 
trients can affect hair growth and condition, plus, 


Report by Katie Wright 


with pollutants literally sitting on the hair, it can 
look dull and dry.” 

“Air pollution can significantly damage your hair 
in a number of ways,” explains Betsy Patel, chemist 
from Living Proof. 

“Exposure to air pollution can damage the pro¬ 
teins in hair, making it more susceptible to break¬ 
age and further damage. Oil droplets and solid 
particles can adhere to your hair, so the result - in 
some instances - is that your hair can feel noticea¬ 
bly rougher.” 

So, what can be done to prevent the effects of pol¬ 
lution - aside from relocating to a rural idyll? 

“Washing your hair regularly will wash off the 
pollutants on your hair, so make sure you use a 
shampoo and conditioner for your hair type,” Irwin 
advises. 

“Cleansing your hair properly is so important,” 
Patel agrees. “You don’t want to wash your hair too 
frequently, because this can strip your hair of its 
natural oils and further perpetuate that damage, 
but you do want to be able to remove all of the small 
particles and oil droplets.” 

As a preventative measure, look for masks or 
styling products with “restorative benefits that 
can help reseal the cuticle and strengthen the cor¬ 
tex,” Patel advises. To treat an itchy scalp, choose a 
shampoo with soothing and clarifying ingredients, 
like charcoal or echinacea. 
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Scott Matthews - his version! 
of the blues has won fans 



The best is yet to come 


AT YOUR 

Exploring 
royal roots 
of ballet 

Birmingham Royal Ballet’s Fire 
& Fury programme, staged at 
Birmingham Hippodrome from 
October 3 to 8, features two ballets 
fuelled by power and politics. 

The King Dances, choreographed by 
BRB company director David Bintley, looks 
at the very beginnings of ballet at the court 
of the young King Louis XIV of France. 

The other half of the programme, Juanjo 
Arques’ Ignite, demonstrates that the 
flames of the art form still burn brightly. 

In The King Dances, Bintley recreates the 
spectacular proto-ballet when the king of 
France danced the role of the Sun God in 
a spectacular court entertainment, earning 
his label The Sun King. 

But beneath the veneer of the glittering 
and fashionable court lies a desperate 
struggle for power between the young king 
and his mentor, Count Mazarin. 

Inspired by ballet’s very first steps, an 
all-male ensemble displays virtuosity in this 
powerful and compelling piece. 

Ignite by Arques has been commissioned 
as part of Birmingham Royal Ballet’s 
pioneering Ballet Now talent development 
programme, and features brand new 
designs from Tatyana Van Walsum and a 
score from Kate Whitley, co-founder of The 
Multi-Story Orchestra. 

Inspired by Turner’s painting The 
Burning of the Flouses of Lords and 
Commons’, Ignite translates vibrant 
colour into atmospheric and symbolic 
choreography. 


Wolverhampton’s Scott Matthews, 
the Ivor Novello-winning songwriter, 
has toured with Foo Fighters, played 
Sydney Opera House and thought 
about calling his band The Wanderers 
in honour of his favourite football club. 

The performer who grew up on a diet of 
Led Zeppelin before breaking through with hit 
single, Elusive, is seven albums into his career. 


Tomorrow (Friday), local fans will get a 
rare chance to see an intimate home city gig 
when the 21st century bluesman headlines 
Newhampton Arts Centre. 

Matthews has been on the road for years 
but in the past year or so things have changed, 
he’s become a father and recently married his 
long-term partner, Sally. Married life suits him. 

“It’s all changed,” he laughs, from his home 
just north of the city. “Since Elliott came 
along, it’s been a sort of wonderful chaos. On 


reflection, I probably wouldn’t have released a 
record this year had I known.” 

Elliott was the inspiration for his most 
recent album, The Great Untold - a collection 
of songs that were stripped back, lyrically 
insightful and brimful of emotion. 

“The feedback from the hardcore fans has 
been brilliant. They seem to think it’s my best 
album yet,” he adds. “But I don’t feel I’ve put 
my best work out yet. I still believe the best is 
yet to come.” 
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Symphonic 
sounds from 
the movies 

Symphony Hall in Birmingham 
hosts spectacular shows with a 
movie theme this autumn, plus 
a Last Night at the Proms style 
extravaganza. 

Symphonic Fantasy on October 19 
features music from Lord of the Rings, 

Game of Thrones, the Harry Potter and 
Pirates of the Caribbean movies. This will 
be performed by the London Concert 
Orchestra and Canzonetta choir. 

The London Concert Orchestra return on 
November 9 for The Music of Stars Wars 
And Beyond, a sci-fi spectacular with lasers 
and indoor fireworks to accompany music 
from ET, Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind, Alien, Jurassic Park, Inception, Star 
Trek and, of course, Star Wars. 

The music of 01’ Blue Eyes will be 
celebrated when Simply Sinatra, a Sunday 
matinee concert on November 18, features 
a 27-piece band with dancers and singers 
Matt Ford and Victoria Hamilton-Barritt. 

Following sold out success last year, 
Spectacular Classics is back for Saturday 
matinee and evening performances on 
November 10. The city of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra and Choir, conducted 
by Anthony Inglis, will perform such Prom 
favourites as Rule Britannia and Land of 
Hope and Glory in a programme of popular 
classics. The highlight will be an explosive 
1812 Overture complete with indoor cannon 
and fireworks finale. 

For tickets see www.thsh.co.uk or call 
0121 780 3333. 


High standard of 
food and ales 


The Island Pool is a 
classic country pub 
serving not only a high 
standard of food but 
great traditional ales. 

A spokesman said: “We have to 
offer, a carvery with a choice freshly 
roasted meats accompanied by a 
wide variety of fresh locally sourced 
vegetables. 

“Alongside our carvery, we have 
an extensive menu with a range of 
foods to suit any and every palate. 
We are proud to offer exquisite beef 
steaks, also sourced locally, and are 
all cooked to perfection. 
“Sumptuous breakfast, tasty lunch 
and sexy dinners. Stop by for our 
varied menu and enjoy our farm to 
table concept.” 

The pub is open daily between 
Sunday and Friday, from 12pm and 


8pm and Saturday from 12noon to 
9pm. 

Breakfast is available on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday between 
8.30am and 11am. 

The spokesman added: “Whether 
it’s brunch, lunch or dinner you’re 
joining us for, call to reserve your 
table on (01562) 850311.” 




The EHS35Q 

Island Pool For Saturday Nights 


Kidderminster Road, Cookley 

Tel: 01562 850311 
info@lheislandpool.net 


-- 

ONE 


Neals 


The Island Pool, Kidderminster Road, Cookley. 
DY10 3RX 

Tel: 01562 850311 www.theislandpool.net 

Cheapest meal free from our new 2forl menu. Excludes carvery & breakfast. Cannot be used 
with any other offer. 


price 


THE 

REAL 

DEAL 
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KITCHEN NOW 
OPEN ALL DAY 


aiprasima ©©m© 


10oz Rump Steak sup 
IOoz Sirloin Steak sup 
IOoz Ribeye Steak sup 
24oz Mon Mountain Steak 

Butter-y Chicken Breast 

Choose from Cajun Plain or Jerk 
Mixed Grill 
4oz Rump 4oz Gammon 
Sup Pork Steak 2 Lamb Chops 
Black Pud 

Belly Draft . Mash & Peas 

Beef 

•Cheeseburger 
•Sloppy Joe *Bacon 
•Cheese Big Britt Belly Buster sup 
• 2x Burgers, Bacon, Cheese & Chilli 

^ * Sup 


chicken 

• Grilled Chicken 

• Cajun Chicken • Jerk Chicken 

VEGGI 

* Spicy Veg Pasta 
in Tomato Sauce 
*Lasagne 
with Garlic Bread & Salad 

* Cottage Pie with chips & peas 

♦Spaghetti Bolognese 
♦Irish Stew in a big 
Yorkshire Pud 
♦Hunters Chicken 

Chips & Peas 

♦ IOoz Gammon Egg 

& Chips 
♦Chicken Balti 

WITH RICE AND NAAN 

♦Faggots & Chips 

& Peas 

♦Scampi, Chips 

&PEAS 


& aw 


Monday to Saturday 
12 till 5pm 


SHJG3EI2K7 

DJUKMXIBg 


IN COLLABORATION WITH 
Dr Eamers GIN 
From Rowley Regis 



18 ROWLEY VILLAGE B65 9AT 
FIND US ON: f @ 
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COMMERCIAL FEATURE 



MUSICAL TREATS IN THE NEW WEIUNGTON 

For the early started amongst us they also offer 
a buffet style all you can eat breakfast from 8am 
to 11am, which has been brought back by popular 
demand. 

The New Wellington also offers a Disco and 
Karaoke every Friday night, So why not come down 
and have a sing along!! 

New to 2018 - 9 newly refurbished rooms for 
accommodation, so also now offer B&B at very 
competitive prices. 

M usical fans from across the region call direct or book online for price and availability. 

are rubbing their hands together _ . . .. 

for a musical extravaganza with Live The New WelNngton 383 Brettdl Lane, 

Entertainment Friday and Saturday Night. Brlerley Hl "' DY5 3LO 01384 76066 

The New Wellington in Brettell Lane, Brierley Hill, 
is not only treating its patrons to great entertainment 
it is also a great place to eat, drink and socialise. 

Set on the main Stourbridge to Dudley Road, not 
far off Brierley Hill high street, the venue offers a 
carvery all day everyday from 12 noon to 8pm with 
a selected main menu from 5pm. With Kids eating 
Free throughout the school holidays. T’s & C’s apply 




Monday's Spm till 9pm 

50% off selected main menu items 
(excludes Carvery) 

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY MONDAY 


FRI 28/09 

SAT 29/09 

THUNDER DAZE 

THE UNDERD06S 


FRI S/10 


SAT 6/10 


mem mm m the hype 


KIOS EAT FREE 

Monday - Saturday 3pm- 6pm 

One free kids Carvery with every full paying Adult. 
Age 12 and under 
Cannot be used with any other offer 
Valid Until 01/09/18 

FREE BOUNCY CASTLE* 

DURING NICE WEATHER 


YAUWOUjCANEAnBUFFET:STYLE'BREAKFASTk 


Now being served 7 days a week by popular demand 8am till 11am 


383 Brettell Lane, Brierley Hill DYS 3LQ Tel: 01384 76066 


AT YOUR LEISURE 



Peter 

panto 


Pan 

fans 


set to dazzle 
at Hippodrome 


A swashbuckling production 
of Peter Pan will dazzle tens 
of thousands of pantomime- 
goers this festive season. 

It marks the panto debut of 
Essington-raised comedian, actor 
and writer Meera Syal, who will 
play a Mermaid in the production 
at Birmingham Hippodrome, from 
December 19 until the end of 
January. 

The show’s all-star cast also 
includes returning favourite Matt 


Slack, back for his sixth successive 
Hippodrome stint, plus boyband star 
Jaymi Hensley, from Union J, and the 
youngest of 70s stars the Osmond 
brothers, Jimmy Osmond, as Captain 
Hook. 

Rehearsals started last week and 
producers promise it will be the UK’s 
biggest and best pantomime. 

Matt Slack said: “People always 
ask me how are we going to top the 
show from the previous year. Well, 
last year’s was certainly great, with a 
brilliant cast, but this year’s really is 


going to be exceptional. We’ve got a 
lot of surprises in store.” 

Jimmy Osmond added: “I’ve done 
eight pantomimes and this will be the 
biggest. 

“I’m delighted to be back in 
Birmingham. I always enjoy a very 
warm reception when I come here. 
I’ve had some great times in the city 
over the years, playing concerts 
and appearing at the Hippodrome 
in Chicago and Grease. So it’s 
wonderful to be back. It feels like 
home.” 


Chris has got Organisation 
to bring blues to Bilston 


Blues and soul bassist 
Chris Bevington brings his 
Organisation to Bilston’s Robin 
2 venue on October 3. 

The current line-up of this highly 
popular nine-piece outfit features Jim 
Kirkpatrick from FM, plus the Vocals 
of Kate Robertson and Sarah Miller 
from Nearly Dan, and the vocal and 
guitar talents of Scott Ralph. The 
band also feature Adrian Gibson 
(trumpet) and Mike Yorke (sax). 

The Chris Bevington Organisation 
released a third album Cut And Run 
this year. The LP features 12 original 
tracks written and produced by Scott 
Ralph and Jim Kirkpatrick and will be 
available on digital, CD and Vinyl. 

Chris said: “I must say that I 
am very lucky to work with such 


a wonderful team of musicians. 
Everyone has worked so hard 
preparing their individual parts and 
giving all their time, love and effort. 

“The collaboration has created a 
truly unique band album and sound. 
It’s just brilliant. So now our job is 
complete and it’s time to let you hear 
it and we really hope you like it - and 
turn the volume up!” 

Advance tickets cost £10 or £12 on 
the door. Birmingham’s self-styled 
boogie woogie babe, pianist Emma 
Jonson, is supporting. See www. 
therobin.co.uk or call 01902 401211. 

Meanwhile, on Saturday Brian 
Downey’s Alive and Dangerous 
play the Robin when the Thin Lizzy 
drummer will be joined by Irish 
rockers Matt Wilson, Phil Edgar and 
Brian Grace. 



Chris Bevington 


Arenacross will roar 
back in the new year 

It’s back, bigger, louder, faster than ever before - the 
spectacular Arenacross Tour returns for 2019 with the 
fast-paced show coming to Birmingham, roaring into the 
Genting Arena on February 1 and 2. 

The UK’s fastest indoor show promises the craziest 
indoor motocross racers and freestyle MX stars from 
across the globe. 

Matt Bates, CEO of ASL Active, who produce 
Arenacross, says “Arenacross never fails to entertain 
huge audiences year after year and, as we enter our 
seventh year of staging the tour, we’re more excited 
than ever to continue growing our audience of AX fans. 
Arenacross isn’t just indoor motocross, it’s an entire 
night of choreographed entertainment that includes a 
great soundtrack, pyro, lasers and live screen back-stage 
action.” 

Tickets are on sale via www.theticketfactory.com or by 
calling 0844 3388 222. Calls cost 7p per minute plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Ticket prices vary. 


Pop getting personal 
with Christine/Chris 

Christine and The Oueens released second album, Chris, 
last week and will be coming to Birmingham as part of a 
UK tour in November. 

Chaleur Humaine was the UK’s biggest-selling 
debut album in 2016 and it’s eagerly-awaited sequel is 
unlikely to disappoint with its quirky, twitchy electro¬ 
pop, exploring gender politics and the sense of being an 
outsider with the invention of masculine alter-ego Chris. 

“Chaleur Humaine was about teenage years, most of it,” 
says Heloise Letissier, AKA Christine/Chris. “The second 
album could have been me finding a fancy producer in LA 
and doing the pop s**t but actually, no, I wanted to make 
it even more personal.” 

The Nantes-born singer’s voice is more powerful and 
the songs even more infectious, particularly hit song 
Girlfriend, and other key tracks include Doesn’t Matter, 5 
dollars, What’s-her-face and Make some sense. 

Christine and The Oueens play the 02 Academy in 
Birmingham on November 26 and it is likely to be a sell 
out. 








































Double Crossword 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
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Choose either quick or cryptic clues - 
both fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across Down 


1. Restrain dog with 
big head (4) 

8. Voters choose to 
speak (10) 

9. Setback with 
furniture can be 
examined (8) 

10. Thus return 
publicity for 
chemical (4) 

12. Puts back part of 
organ in dazed 
state (6) 

14. Not being impartial 
with short branch 
line (6) 

15. Streak round 
person on ice (6) 

17. Is in a hurry to get 
water-plants (6) 

18. Little bird tells us 
he was a great 
architect? (4) 

19. Hatchet used by 
boy on a bird of 
prey (8) 

21. Mobilise forces 
with an affectionate 
summons to infant? 
(4,2,4) 

22. Carry off girl from 
15 when upset (4) 


2. Funeral director 
doesn’t have a big 
enough 
income? (10) 

3. Win against 7 (4) 

4. I object to doctor 
having hesitation in 
becoming society 
man (6) 

5. Not leaving the 
birds alone in 
Greece (6) 

6. Has bias 
beforehand, but still 
takes the chair (8) 

7. Gamble on a letter 
from 5, perhaps (4) 

11. Sheer drudgery 
despite university 
teacher having 
answer book (6-4) 

13. Obviously keep 
busy round a 
temporary home (8) 

16. Iran to share (6) 

17. Notice correct work 
again (6) 

18. It’s almost sinful, 
but it keeps the 
flame burning (4) 

20. Lots of people and 
an entertainer (4) 
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Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Slight quarrel (4) 

2. Spotless (10) 

8. Luxuriance (10) 

3. Gala (4) 

9. Motherly (8) 

4. Extinguish (6) 

10. Sickle (4) 

5. Hawker (6) 

12. Chastise (6) 

6. Single man (8) 

14. Soften (6) 

7. Look for (4) 

15. Brigand (6) 

11. All-knowing (10) 

17. Die (6) 

13. Lazy (8) 

18. Spool (4) 

16. Ditch (6) 

19. Rapturous (8) 

17. Clergyman (6) 

21. Belligerent (10) 

18. Thick cord (4) 

22. Curse (4) 

20. Too (4) 
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Sudoku 
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Fill in the grid last week’s 

above so that solutions > 

every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Lemon; 8 Profuse; 

9 Houdini; 10 Outer; 12 Stagnation; 15 Shape 
badly; 18 Shout; 19 Rawhide; 21 Desists; 

22 Tiara. Down: 1 Alchemists; 2 Amour; 

3 Anti; 4 Spring; 5 Monorail; 6 Curtail; 11 Run 
like mad; 13 Treatise; 14 Papoose; 16 Arrest; 

17 Vicar; 20 Wits. QUICK - Across: 7 Obese; 

8 Elation; 9 Kingdom; 10 Tramp; 12 Particular; 

15 Peccadillo; 18 Rally; 19 Arduous; 21 Astride; 
22 Sight. Down: 1 Bookkeeper; 2 Means; 

3 Lend; 4 Permit; 5 Nautical; 6 Disable; 

11 Perversity; 13 Analysis; 14 Acolyte; 

16 Images; 17 Tough; 20 Dash. 


r 


Quiz 


1. Which screenwriter won Oscars for Dr 
Zhivago and Lawrence of Arabia? 

2. What is a conger? 

3. In Greek legend, who was Electra’s 
brother? 

4. Of which city’s council was Derek Hatton 
deputy leader? 

5. Of which fictional character is George 
Frampton’s statue in Kensington Gardens? 


6. Gyres are large-scale rotations of what? 

7. Of what is the dogfish a species? 

8. Which space probe made the first fly-by of 
Venus? 

9. What was Jerome K Jerome’s middle 
name? 

10. In which US state were the Mormons 
founded? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 White blood cell; 2 Mir; 3 London; 

4 Ultra high frequency; 5 Doug McClure; 

6 Rodent; 7 Danish; 8 Edward Jenner; 9 Oglala 
Lakota (Sioux); 10 Ejector seat. 

Niner: GLADSTONE 


Niner 


A 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


51987 gives Saudi currency, 

3878 gives Samoan currency, 

64229 gives a small coin. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Celebrations at restaurant 


The Bangla Lounge restaurant 
has recently celebrated its 15th 
anniversary with a party, delicious 
food and guests dancing the 
night away. 

Bangla Lounge has been 
serving the Halesowen area for 15 
years. 

Originally set up in 2003 by 
owner Bari’s family, the business 
has gone from strength to 
strength. 

A spokesman said: “As you 
enter you are welcomed by 
a magnificent setting and a 
delightful marriage of classic and 
luxurious modern - a wonderful 
comfortable experience. 

“The menu offers a wide variety 
of mouth-watering dishes from 
red hotGoa to cool Kashmir. On 




the new 2018 menu, new dishes 
include South Indian garlic lamb 
or chicken, Dhabba Murgh, as 
well as exclusive house specials 
Tamarind king prawns, chicken 
makhani and home- made lamb 
dish. 

“There are plenty of dishes for 
vegetarians and fish lovers.” 

All food is made freshly cooked 
on order and chefs take great 


care inselecting the best quality 
ingredients. The restaurant also 
offers a large selection of wines 
and beer from around the world. 

Although Bangla is licensed, 
they are running a special 
promotion until December 1. You 
can bring your own drinks when 
you are ordering off the main 
menu. 

If you are planning a 
celebration, the restaurant’s 
upstairs function room can 
cater for up to 40 guests and is 
ideal for work parties, birthday 
celebrations oranniversaries. 
Takeaways are available and 
home delivery service is free 
within a three-mile radius. To book 
a table call 01215857020 or email: 
info@banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk 




Book now for 
Christmas Day Si 
Christmas Partys 1 

“•“'SSaa 

PARTY MENU 


29.95, 


fteft#* 

15.95 


14.95 


Celebrating our 15th Anniversary 

r ^ ^ 

_ 

^ i 

V’v — 

• 

r 

BwJ 


12.95 F 

__ r \ - 

Sunday - Thursday Friday - Saturday 

15.00 pp Deposit required 


2 FOR 1 

SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

(Eat in main course only!) 
Surcharge for fish and king prawn 
T&C’s apply 


DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 




Book your function room now for FREE 


Limited offer - You are welcome to bring your own drinks 
until Nov 30th (Offer not available with 2 for 1 meal deals) 
We are also fully licensed 


Don’t forget to vote 
for us in the Express and 
Star Indian Restaurant 
of the Year 


TEL: 0121 585 7020/501 3816 

www.banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk 

67-69 HIGH STREET, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS B63 3B0 
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26 i SATURDAY’S TV SEPTEMBER 29 



Strictly Come Dancing 
(BBC1, 6.30pm) 

Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman present as the 
celebrities take to the dance 
floor once again. This week, the 
pressure is really on, with 
viewers given the chance 
to vote for their favourite 
couples for the first time. As 
ever, judges Shirley Balias, 
Bruno Tonioli, Darcey Bussell 
and Craig Revel Horwood 
will be offering their own 
unique words of wisdom 
and waving their scoring 
paddles. None of the duos will 
want to be the first to leave, but 
one of them will be waltzing off 
into the sunset when the results 
are announced tomorrow 
evening. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Raymond Blanc: Howto 
Cook Well. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Bargain 
Hunt. 2.00 Cycling: Road World 
Championships. Jill Douglas introduces 
live coverage of the latter stages of the 
elite women's road race from Innsbruck, 
Austria, with the riders snaking across 
the Alps in pursuit of the title. 4.00 Final 
Score. Jason Mohammad presents a 
round-up of the classified results and 
this afternoon's news from the Premier 
League, EFLand Scotland. 5.20 BBC 
News. 5.30 Regional Programme. 5.40 
Pointless Music Day Special. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman present a 
special BBC Music Day edition of the 
general knowledge quiz, featuring Lianne 
La Havas, Shaun Keaveny and Amy 
Macdonald. 

6.30 Strictly Come Dancing. Tess Daly 
and Claudia Winkleman present as 
the celebrities take to the dance 
floor once again, with viewers 
given the chance to vote for their 
favourite couples for the first time. 

8.35 Casualty. Ruby and lain are less 
than pleased to be working a shift 
together and their day goes from 
bad to worse when they are 
pranked by a group of children and 
have to deal with an emergency 
labour. Duffy confides in an old 
flame. 

9.25 Killing Eve. Villanelle lures Eve to 
Berlin by using the agent’s name 
while carrying out the murder of a 
Chinese army colonel, and trails 
the MI5 officer as she and Bill 
investigate the killing. While Eve 
and Bill chase up a number of 
promising leads, Villanelle enjoys 
the cat-and-mouse nature of their 
proximity. But as they draw closer, 
Eve comes to realise that this is 
much more than just a game. Spy 
thriller, starring Jodie Comer. 
10.10 BBC News; Weather; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Chelsea v Liverpool at 
Stamford Bridge and West Ham 
United v Manchester United at 
London Stadium. 

12.00 The NFL Show. Mark Chapman is 
joined by Osi Umenyiora and Jason Bell 
to present highlights of Thursday night’s 
game - Los Angeles Rams v Minnesota 
Vikings at Los Angeles Memorial 
Coliseum. 12.30 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 12.35 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.30 Top Class. (R) 7.00 Marrying Mum 
and Dad. (R) 7.30 All Over the Place: 
Europe. (R) 8.00 The Dengineers. (R) 

8.30 Absolute Genius with Dick & Dorn. 
(R) 9.00 Planet Dinosaur. (R) 9.30 
Elephant Diaries. (R) 10.00 The Animal’s 
Guide to Britain. (R) 11.00 Natural 
World. (R) 12.00 The Incredible Spice 
Men. (R) 12.30 Great British Menu. (R) 

I. 00 Great British Menu. (R) 1.30 Great 
British Menu. (R) 2.00 Tom Kerridge’s 
Proper Pub Food. (R) 2.30 Scrappers - 
Back in the Yard. (R) 3.00 Saving Lives 
at Sea. (R) 4.00 Cycling: Road World 
Championships. Further live coverage 
from Innsbruck, Austria. 4.55 Trust Me, 
I’m a Doctor. (R) 5.25 Monkman & 
Seagull’s Genius Guide to Britain. (R) 

5.55 Dad’s Army. (R) 

6.30 South Korea: Earth’s Hidden 
Wilderness. Documentary 
exploring the wildlife, traditions 
and landscape in the country’s 
rural areas. The programme 
features footage of dolphins 
swimming alongside conch divers 
in the volcanic islands of Jeju, a 
falconer flying a goshawk in the 
country’s mountainous forests, 
and raccoon dogs hunting for 
cicadas that only emerge from 
underground once every five 
years. (R) 

7.30 Princess Margaret: The Rebel 
Royal. Part two of two. Experts 
analyse the Princess’s marriage to 
Lord Snowdon at the start of the 

1960s as the VI Ps ride the wave of 
a cultural revolution. (R) 

8.30 Golf: Ryder Cup Highlights. Eilidh 
Barbour presents action from day 
two of the 42nd Ryder Cup from 
the Albatros Course of Le Golf 
National near Paris, where Europe 
took on USA. The United States 
ended a run of six defeats in seven 
Ryder Cups with a dominant home 
victory two years ago, but they 
have not won in Europe since 

1993. With commentary from 
Peter Alliss, Ken Brown, Andrew 
Cotter and Ned Michaels. 

10.30 Live at the Apollo. Dane Baptiste 
presents stand-up comedy from 
the Hammersmith Apollo in west 
London, introducing sets by 
Desiree Burch and Chris 
McCausland. (R) 

II. 00 Later Weekend with Jools 

Holland. 

12.05 Gareth Malone’s All Star Music 
Quiz. 12.35 Film: Department Q: The 
Keeper of Lost Causes. (2013) 2.05 
Trust. (R) 3.00 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Dino Dana. 6.10 Super 4. (R) 

6.25 Super 4. (R) 6.35 Make It Pop. (R) 

6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.00 Cut the Rope: Om Norn Stories. (R) 
7.05 Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 
7.15 Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 

7.30 ToonMarty. (R) 7.40 ToonMarty. 

(R) 7.55 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.25 
Spy School. (R) 8.55 The Haunted 
Hathaways. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
James Martin’s Saturday Morning. 11.40 
The Martin Lewis Money Show Live - 
Christmas Countdown. (R) 12.50 The 
Island Strait. (R) 1.20 The X Factor. (R) 
2.20 ITV News; Weather. 2.30 WOS 
Wrestling. 3.30 Tipping Point: Lucky 
Stars. (R) 4.30 The Chase. (R) 5.30 ITV 
News; Weather. 5.45 Regional 
Programme; Weather.5.55 Film: Harry 
Potter and the Goblet of Fire. (2005) 
Fantasy adventure, starring Daniel 
Radcliffe. 

8.35 The X Factor. The competition 
reaches a new level as the 
dramatic Six Chair Challenge 
returns, promising amazing 
performances alongside agonising 
decisions for judges Robbie 
Williams, Ayda Williams, Louis 
Tomlinson and Simon Cowell, as 
they must each decide on the final 
six acts they will take through to 
their Judges’ House. However, 
even if they win a seat, the 
contestants face an anxious wait 
as no one is safe until the last 
person in each category has sung. 
Each judge is able to change their 
mind at any point, swapping an act 
already through with someone 
else who comes on and out¬ 
performs them. Presented by 
Dermot O’Leary. 

10.05 The Jonathan Ross Show. The 

host chats to The Great British 
Bake Off stars Paul Hollywood, 
Prue Leith and Noel Fielding, as 
well as comedian Mo Gilligan. 

With music from Oily Murs. 

11.10 ITV News; Weather. 

11.30 Film: Hellboy II: The Golden 
Army. (2008) The demon hero 
battles a renegade elf prince, who 
plans to reawaken an unstoppable 
robot army and destroy mankind. 
Action fantasy sequel, starring 
Ron Perlman and Selma Blair. 

1.25 Jackpot247. Viewers get the chance 
to participate in live interactive gaming 
from the comfort of their sofas, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 3.00 
Long Lost Family. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 

9.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 9.55 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.25 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

11.55 Come Dine with Me. (R) 12.55 
Four in a Bed. (R) 1.25 Four in a Bed. (R) 

1.55 Four in a Bed. (R) 2.25 Four in a 
Bed. (R) 2.55 Four in a Bed. (R) 3.25 The 
People’s Vet. 4.30 Formula 1: Russian 
Grand Prix Qualifying Highlights. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Britain at Low Tide. Tori Herridge 
explores the Severn Estuary, 
investigating a mysterious ruin on 
a bleak island. Along the coast she 
visits the site of the medieval 
village of Sudbrook, which simply 
disappeared into the sea, and finds 
out how important the ferry 
crossing at Aust was during the 
20th century. The presenter also 
investigates the story behind the 
very first attempt to build a tunnel 
underneath the Severn. At the 
moment, all this archaeology is 
available to anyone to see, but 
rising sea levels and coastal 
erosion mean it won’t be long 
before it’s all swept away. (R) 

8.00 Britain’s Most Historic Towns. 
Alice Roberts explores the UK’s 
past through the stories of its 
towns, examining key periods in 
history by delving into the secrets 
of places that encapsulate them. In 
the first episode, Alice tells the 
story of Roman Britain by studying 
the history of Chester. She enjoys 
an authentic Roman feast, heads 
deep underground to check out an 
extraordinary archaeological find, 
and explores a radical theory 
regarding the Romans’ plans for 
Chester. (R) 

9.00 Film: Lucy. (2014) A courier is 
kidnapped and forced to become a 
drug mule. When she is exposed 
to the experimental chemicals she 
is smuggling, it boosts her 
intelligence and reflexes to 
superhuman levels. She uses her 
newfound abilities to get revenge 
on her captors, but as the process 
continues, she evolves into 
something more than human. Sci- 
fi thriller, starring Scarlett 
Johansson and Morgan Freeman. 

10.45 Film: Non-Stop. (2014) 

12.45 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares 
USA. (R) 1.35 Experimental. (R) 2.30 
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.35 Selling Houses with 
Amanda Lamb. (R) 5.30 Buy It Now. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Rise of the 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 10.20 Rise 
of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 

10.35 Cruising with Jane McDonald. (R) 

10.45 The Wonderful World of Puppies. 
(R) 11.35 Police Interceptors. (R) 12.30 
Police Interceptors. (R) 1.30 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.30 Film: King Kong. 
(2005) Fantasy adventure remake, 
starring Naomi Watts. 3.30 Access. 3.35 
Film: King Kong. (2005) Concluded. 

6.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 

Stewart and Elmor see through a 
debtor’s lies in Manchester, Gareth 
and Mitch are in for a surprise in 
Wiltshire and Matt and Garry seek 
almost £10,000 owed to a finance 
company. (R) 

6.50 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 

Stewart and Vic take on an eviction 
case in Nottingham, where they 
find a volatile tenant who refuses 
to back down. The duo also chase 
£5,000 for an unpaid parking fine. 
(R) 

7.35 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 

Matt and Garry try to recover more 
than £6,000 owed in nursery fees 
in Warwickshire, while Gary and 
Cona chased £11,000 owed by a 
businessman in West Sussex. (R) 

8.30 5 News Weekend. 

8.35 Albert: The Power Behind 
Victoria. Drama-documentary 
following the life of Queen 
Victoria’s husband, examining his 
role as a driving force behind the 
industrial revolution, a leading 
influence on British culture, and a 
campaigner for the welfare of the 
country’s working class 
communities. As nine pregnancies 
took their toll on the queen’s 
health, Albert was driven to take 
up a far more active role until his 
early death at the age of 42. 

10.40 Queen Victoria and Her Tragic 
Family. Following the story of the 
monarch after the death of her 
husband Albert, examining how 
her children rebelled against their 
mother one by one. (R) 

11.40 Queen Victoria and Her Tragic 
Family. How Victoria struggled to 
perform her duties as a monarch 
and a mother throughout the 
1860s, until she found a new 
influence in her life that relieved 
her depression. (R) 

12.35 Queen Victoria and Her Tragic 
Family. (R) 1.30 SuperCasino. 3.10 
Hunted and Confronted: Rogues and 
Raids. (R) 4.00 Walking Britain’s Lost 
Railways. (R) 4.45 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Monkey Planet 8.00 Big Cats 9.00 
Mystery Road 10.40 Inside No 9 11.40 
Top of the Pops: 1986 12.40 Roots, 
Reggae, Rebellion 1.40 Monkey Planet 
2.40 Big Cats 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

12.00 The X Factor 1.05 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 2.05 Film: The Flintstones 
in Viva Rock Vegas (2000) 3.15 FYI Daily 
3.20 Film: The Flintstones in Viva Rock 
Vegas (2000) 3.55 Film: Despicable Me 
(2010)4.55 FYI Daily 5.00 Film: 
Despicable Me (2010) 5.50 Film: Yes 
Man (2008) 6.55 FYI Daily 7.00 Film: 

Yes Man (2008) 7.45 Film: Quantum of 
Solace (2008) 8.45 FYI Daily 8.50 Film: 
Quantum of Solace (2008) 10.00 
Celebrity Juice 10.50 Family Guy 12.20 
American Dad! 1.15 Through the 
Keyhole: I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! 2.15 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 2.45 Teleshopping 5.45 
ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.50 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 6.55 Lewis 
9.00 Endeavour 11.00 Vera 1.00 On the 
Buses 1.55 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

1.30 ITV Racing: Live from Newmarket. 
Coverage of the day’s races at Newmarket 
and Haydock Park. 4.00 Film: Tobruk 

(1967) 5.05 FYI Daily 5.10 Film: Tobruk 
(1967) 6.10 Made in Britain 7.15 Film: 
Police Academy 2: Their First Assignment 
(1985) 8.15 FYI Daily 8.20 Film: Police 
Academy 2: Their First Assignment 
(1985) 9.00 Film: Rocky V (1990) 10.05 
FYI Daily 10.10 Film: Rocky V (1990) 
11.10 Film: Hard to Kill (1990) 12.10 FYI 
Daily 12.15 Film: Hard to Kill (1990) 

I. 15 Better Late Than Never 2.05 The 
Americans 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

II. 35 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 2.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 3.00 The Great British Bake 
Off 4.15 The Great British Bake Off: An 
Extra Slice 5.20 Extreme Cake Makers 

5.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: A 
Good Day to Die Hard (2013) 10.55 
Gogglebox 1.00 Rude Tube 2.05 
Gogglebox 3.00 Celebs Go Dating 
Film4 

12.35 Mirror Mirror (2012) 2.50 Spy 
Kids 4: All the Time in the World (2011) 

4.35 Carry On Nurse (1959) 6.20 Joy 
Interview Special 6.30 The Hunger 
Games: Mockingjay- Part 1 (2014) 8.50 
The Wife Interview Special 9.00 In 
Bruges (2008) 11.10 An American 
Werewolf in London (1981) 



LUXEMBOURG & TRIER 


Christmas Markets 

Departing Friday 7 Dec 

The heart of the city of Luxembourg comes 
alive in the run up to Christmas, with thousands 
of lights decorating the tree-lined streets and 
squares in the city. The Christmas Market only 
adds to the festive atmosphere here; the perfect 
place to indulge in festive treats or stock up on 
Christmas gifts. 


Your break includes 

✓ Return coach travel and ferry crossings from 
Halesowen, Dudley & Stourbridge 

✓ 3 nights at the Novotel, Luxembourg 
Kirchberg with breakfast 

✓ Excursions to Bernkastel-Kues, Trier Christmas 
Market, Metz Christmas Market & Luxembourg 
Christmas Market 

✓ En-route visit to Namur 


4 Days by Coach CMjbj i 


For more information 01 
to book, please call: 


r° 03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 

justgoholidays.com/RT 033 numbers are free within in 


nb 


033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 


Supporting 
people who 
care for 
a family 
member 


or friend 

0 Information 0) Advice 00 Support 


Dudley 
carers 
hub 


Call 01384 818723 or visit www/dudlegov.uk/caners 

for information, advice and support for carers of all ages living 
in Dudley Borough 


Dudley 

Metropolitan Borough Council J 


Ezza 


Dudley 

Clinical Commissioning Group 
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BBC2 
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CHANNEL 4 
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The Cry 
(BBC1,9pm) 

Jenna Coleman stars in the 
first of a four-part dramatisation 
of Helen Fitzgerald's novel. 
Joanna travels with her 
partner Alistair and their 
baby son to Australia, where 
Alistair hopes to campaign 
for custody of his teenage 
daughter from a previous 
marriage. Their journey ends in 
tragedy when the child goes 
missing, with devastating 
psychological repercussions for 
the distraught mother. With 
Ewen Leslie, Stella Gonet, 
Markella Kavenagh and Asher 
Keddie. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 8.25 Match of the Day. 
(R) 10.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 11.00 
Regional Programme. 11.30 Sunday 
Morning Live. 12.30 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Money 
for Nothing. (R) 2.15 Points of View. 

2.30 Songs of Praise. 3.05 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 4.05 Pointless Celebrities. 
(R) 5.00 Impossible Celebrities. 5.50 
BBC News. 

6.05 Regional Programme. 

6.15 Countryfile. Sean Fletcher visits a 
habitat creation project in 
Herefordshire, which is home to 
otters, water rail, bitterns and 
grass snakes. Margherita Taylor 
visits an orchard where a popular 
medieval drink is being revived, 
Matt Baker takes a look ahead to 
this year’s Children in Need 
Ramble, and Tom Heap reports on 
drug gangs targetting vulnerable 
rural children. Plus, John Craven 
announces the winner of this 
year’s photographic competition. 
Including Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 

7.15 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman host the results of last 
night’s show, revealing which of 
the couples will be first to leave the 
contest. Featuring a performance 
by George Ezra. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. A return visit 
to the historic Abbey Pumping 
station in Leicester, where 
playwright Joe Orton’s sister 
brings in the typewriter on which 
he wrote some of his most 
important scripts. 

9.00 The Cry. New series. 

Dramatisation of Helen Fitzgerald’s 
novel about a mother dealing with 
the psychological repercussions of 
her child going missing. Starring 
Jenna Coleman. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews Sunday’s 
Premier League action, featuring 
highlights of the one and only 
game of the day - Cardiff City v 
Burnley at the Cardiff City Stadium. 

II. 15 The Women’s Football Show. A 

look at the biggest issues in the 
women’s game, focusing on 
matters at both club and 
international level. 

11.50 Film: You Again. (2010) 

1.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.35 
BBC News. 


6.05 Great British Menu. (R) 6.35 Great 
British Menu. (R) 7.05 Gardeners’ 

World. (R) 8.05 Countryfile. (R) 9.00 
The Beechgrove Garden. (R) 9.30 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.00 
Athletics: Great Scottish Run. 1.45 
Cycling: Road World Championships. 

The climax to the elite men’s road race in 
Austria. 4.30 Super Small Animals. (R) 

5.30 Grammar Schools: Who Will Get 
In? (R) 

6.30 Before Grenfell: A Hidden 
History. The residents of 
Kensington and the community 
around Grenfell Tower tell the 
story, 150 years in the making, of 
how their borough became the 
most unequal place in Britain. 
Those local to the area share their 
memories of the dramatic events 
that shaped their community - 
from exploitation by notorious 
landlord Peter Rachman in the 

1950s, to the first Notting Hill race 
riots, and the construction of 
Grenfell Tower in the 1970s. This 
is the untold story of a unique part 
of west London, revealing how its 
past has shaped its present. 
Narrated by Danny John-Jules. (R) 

7.30 Golf: Ryder Cup Highlights. Eilidh 
Barbour presents action from day 
three of the 42nd Ryder Cup from 
the Albatros Course of Le Golf 
National near Paris, where Europe 
took on USA. With commentary 
from Peter Alliss, Ken Brown, 
Andrew Cotter and Ned Michaels. 

9.30 Mock the Week. (R) 

10.00 Motherland. Julia’s child care 
problems are solved after she 
finds the perfect nanny, but her 
friendship with Liz is strained, and 
Amanda is keeping a low profile. 
Last in the series. (R) 

10.30 No Activity. New series. Stokes 
and Hendy are assigned to stake 
out a house belonging to a couple 
who have been abducted - 
unaware the kidnappers are 
holding them in the basement. 

10.55 No Activity. Neddy tries to explain 
rugby to Steve after a scandalous 
video of a player at a post-match 
party goes viral. Outside in the car, 
Stokes celebrates his birthday. 
11.20 The Mighty Redcar. Tory activist 
Jade battles to win the hearts and 
minds of the predominantly Labour 
town. Last in the series. (R) 

12.05 Billion Dollar Deals and How They 
Changed Your World. (R) 1.05 Sign 
Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.05 Holby 
City. (R) 3.00 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Dino Dana. 6.10 Super 4. (R) 

6.25 Super 4. (R) 6.35 Make It Pop. (R) 

6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.00 Cut the Rope: Om Norn Stories. 
7.05 Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 

7.15 Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 

7.30 ToonMarty. (R) 7.40 ToonMarty. 

(R) 7.55 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.25 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.55 The 
Haunted Hathaways. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Countrywise. (R) 9.55 Emmerdale 
1918. (R) 10.20 Midsomer Murders. (R) 

12.15 WOS Wrestling. (R) 1.15 ITV 
News; Weather. 1.30 The X Factor. (R) 
3.00 Back to Mine. 3.30 Celebrity 
Tipping Point. (R) 4.30 The Chase. (R) 

5.30 Queen of the World. (R) 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.00 5 Gold Rings. Game show, hosted 
by Phillip Schofield, in which a 
married couple and two work 
colleagues compete to answer 
visual questions by placing rings 
on an LED floor in five increasingly 
difficult stages. 

8.00 The X Factor. Dermot O’Leary 
hosts the second of the three Six 
Chair Challenge episodes, in which 
the acts perform individually 
before the judges choose who will 
be selected for the next stage. 
However, even if a contender is 
selected to go through to the next 
stage, the judges are free to 
change their minds and ditch them 
if a more promising alternative 
comes along later in the show. 
9.00 Vanity Fair. Becky works out how 
to live well on nothing a year, but 
flies too high as she joins the dizzy 
ranks of lords, ladies and kings. 

10.05The Imitation Game. Alexander 
Armstrong hosts the impressions- 
based panel show, with Rory 
Bremner, Debra Stephenson, Jess 
Robinson and Lewis Macleod 
performing celebrity fairy tales. 
10.40 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05Joanna Lumley’s Silk Road 
Adventure. Joanna travels to the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, where 
she meets many people eager to 
share the culture and innovations 
of the Persian civilisation. (R) 
12.00 Strangers. Jonah realises Megan 
was involved with Hong Kong’s most 
dangerous players. (R) 12.50 
Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 3.00 
Motorsport UK. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. Text-based information 
service. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
Guests air their differences. (R) 


6.05 Motor Sport: British GT. 7.00 Motor 
Sport: FIA World Rallycross 
Championship. 8.00 Frasier. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 The Simpsons. 

(R) 12.55 The Simpsons. (R) 1.25 Film: 
Bend It Like Beckham. (2002) Comedy, 
starring ParminderNagraand Keira 
Knightley. 3.10 The Great British Bake 
Off. (R) 4.30 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 5.25 Grand Designs. (R) 

6.25 Channel 4 News. 

6.45 Formula 1: Russian Grand Prix 
Highlights. Steve Jones and David 
Coulthard present action from the 
16th round of the season at the 
Sochi Autodrom. Lewis Hamilton 
went into this race with a 40-point 
lead in the standings over 
Sebastian Vettel, having won 
seven races so far this season, 
including four of the last five. 

9.00 Celebrity Island with Bear Grylls. 
After two weeks on the island, 
three members of the team have 
already been driven to quit by the 
lack of food and brutal weather 
conditions. Pete Wicks has 
persuaded the remaining 
castaways to refrain from killing 
land animals for food, and they 
have survived on a diet of fish and 
yucca. However, they are 
struggling to catch any fish, and 
the group’s resolve is sorely tested 
when a wild pig comes close to the 
camp. The desperate islanders are 
forced into a decision that sends 
shockwaves through the camp. 
10.00The Circle. Series assessing the 
impact of social media, in which 
individuals from all walks of life 
compete in a popularity contest to 
win up to £50,000. 

11.008 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the comedy 
panel show’s version of the words- 
and-numbers quiz, with Sean Lock 
and Sara Pascoe taking on Jon 
Richardson and Josh 
Widdicombe. (R) 

12.00 Film: Before I Go to Sleep. (2014) 
Thriller, starring Nicole Kidman. 1.35 
George Clarke’s Amazing Houseboats. 
George Clarke recalls some of his 
favourite houseboat projects. (R) 2.30 
Selling Houses with Amanda Lamb. The 
host helps a Portsmouth duo modernise 
their living room. (R) 3.25 Grand 
Designs New Zealand. A pastor and his 
wife plan to build a house on a crumbling 
cliff. (R) 4.20 Vet on the Hill. (R) 5.15 
Buy It Now. (R) 5.40 Jamie’s Comfort 
Food. (R) 5.50 Countdown. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.10 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.15 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 6.30 Luo 
Bao Bei. (R) 6.40 Digby Dragon. (R) 6.50 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.00 Thomas & 
Friends. (R) 7.15 Bob the Builder. (R) 

7.25 Rusty Rivets. (R) 7.40 Peppa Pig. 
(R) 7.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.55 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.05 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 8.25 Nella the Princess 
Knight. 8.45 Shimmer and Shine. (R) 
9.00 Pirata & Capitano. (R) 9.15 Noddy: 
Toyland Detective. (R) 9.30 Floogals. (R) 

9.50 Paw Patrol. (R) 10.00 Rise of the 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 10.20 Rise 
of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 
10.35 Cruising with Jane McDonald. (R) 

10.45 Monkeys Make You Laugh Out 
Loud. (R) 11.35 Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.30 Friends. (R) 1.00 Friends. (R) 1.30 
Friends. (R) 2.00 Friends. (R) 2.30 
Friends. (R) 3.00 Friends. (R) 3.30 
Friends. (R) 4.00 Friends. (R) 4.25 
Friends. (R) 4.55 Friends. (R) 5.25 Film: 
Ace Ventura: Pet Detective. (1994) 
Comedy, starring Jim Carrey. 

6.50 Film: Robin Hood: Prince of 
Thieves. (1991) An English 
nobleman returns home from the 
crusades to find his father has 
been murdered and the local 
people are repressed by the 
tyrannical rule of the Sheriff of 
Nottingham. Branded an outlaw, 
he recruits a group of bandits to 
fight for justice and protect the 
downtrodden. Action adventure, 
starring Kevin Costner, Alan 
Rickman, Morgan Freeman and 
Mary Elizabeth Mastrantonio. 
Edited for language and violence. 

7.50 5 News Update. 

7.55 Film: Robin Hood: Prince of 
Thieves. (1991) Concluded. 

9.55 5 News Weekend. 

10.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, featuring the latest 
tasks, games, arguments, laughs, 
diary room visits and bedroom 
chit-chat. Narrated by Marcus 
Bentley. 

11.30 Film: The Bucket List. (2007) Two 
terminally ill men plan to enjoy the 
time they have left by working 
through a list of things they have 
always wanted to do. Comedy, 
starring Jack Nicholson and 
Morgan Freeman. 

1.15 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Ben Fogle: New Lives in 
the Wild. (R) 4.00 Britain’s Greatest 
Bridges. (R) 4.45 Wildlife SOS. (R) 

5.10 House Doctor. (R) 5.35 Great 
Scientists. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Engineering Giants: Jumbo Jet 
Strip-Down 8.00 James May’s Cars of the 
People 9.00 Farther and Sun: A Dyslexic 
Road Trip 10.00 Feud: Bette and Joan 
11.45 The Last Explorers 12.45 
Treasures of Ancient Greece 1.45 
Pappano’s Classical Voices 2.45 James 
May’s Cars of the People 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

11.45 The X Factor 1.15 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 1.45 Film: Twister (1996) 

2.45 FYI Daily 2.50 Film: Twister (1996) 
4.00 Film: The LEGO Movie (2014) 5.05 
FYI Daily 5.10 Film: The LEGO Movie 
(2014) 6.00 Film: Despicable Me 2 
(2013) 7.00 FYI Daily 7.05 Film: 
Despicable Me 2 (2013) 8.00 Film: The 
Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift (2006) 
9.00 FYI Daily 9.05 Film: The Fast and 
the Furious: Tokyo Drift (2006) 10.00 
Family Guy 11.30 American Dad! 12.30 
The Cleveland Show 12.55 Ghosted 1.25 
Release the Hounds: Famous & Freaked 
2.15 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

12.55 Film: Carry On Girls (1973) 2.40 
Film: Columbo: Sex and the Married 
Detective (1989) 4.40 Foyle’s War 9.00 
Lewis 11.05 Wire in the Blood 1.10 A 
Touch of Frost 3.00 Road to Avonlea 4.35 
Murder, She Wrote 5.30 ITV3 
Nightscreen 
ITV4 

6.30 Football’s Greatest: Johan Cruyff 
6.50 Pawn Stars 7.20 Film: Police 
Academy 3: Back in Training (1986) 8.20 
FYI Daily 8.25 Film: Police Academy 3: 
Back in Training (1986) 9.00 Film: The 
Blues Brothers (1980) 10.00 FYI Daily 
10.05 Film: The Blues Brothers (1980) 
11.40 River Monsters 12.45 BRDC 
Formula 3 Highlights 1.45 The Avengers 
2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

11.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 12.25 
Young Sheldon 1.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 4.55 Film: Ice Age: The Meltdown 
(2006) 6.45 Film: Back to the Future Part 
111(1990)9.00 Krypton 11.00 The 
Inbetweeners 12.05 The Big Bang Theory 

I. 05 Krypton 2.55 Rude Tube 3.20 
Hollyoaks 

Film4 

II. 00 The House of Magic (2013) 12.45 
Anna and the King (1999) 3.35 Speed 2: 
Cruise Control (1997) 6.00 Star Trek Into 
Darkness Interview Special 6.10 The 
Abyss (1989) 9.00 Taken 2 (2012) 10.50 
The Watch (2012) 12.55 A Private 
Function (1984) 2.55 Close 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 



John’s Garden Charily Open Day Saturday 29th September 

10a* 4*m | Efrtry £.5 | *rth a pcrronnefic* from the SrdaeY Moms Men at It VSam* 

All proctad* denoted tn WTN65 Worhowiv. 

fw tm .M #»*» TTay: 



Come and visrf us we are situated just off 
the A449, I mile south of Wall Heath 

- Beautiful Plants & Nursery - Garden Shop - Gift Shop 

- Tea Room K)fx>n 4 45<im daify!* 

Outdoor Children’s Play Area 

- Visit our wetosite for our events lido 


BOLB SPECTACULAR 

Plant your gpi-mg Bulls Now 

We hiM>a supeft) sefeefloo h our gotten shop ped&rt I 

<orpkrtr>qDutttssajrjrrsv^charcquarteedtL I 

twij j burst of cofcxi K> yojr sprtnQQdrtftOfV 

Special Offers in our Garden gbcp 



ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM OO© 

Ashwixid Nur&en** A&hworx) lane KrtQSiMinford OYKOAE Tel 01384 4019S6 
Open Monday* to Saturday* 0 >3am - 5 30prr & Sunday* Sant - 6 >3pr*i 




Huge Stock 
Clearance Now On 


Amazing prices to 
celebrate 40 years 
in business 





DESIGN AND FITTING SERVICE 


www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG 

Tel: 0121 557 7222 


Find us on 
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Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



Cherry Street, HALES0WEN£895 pcm+Fees 

Immaculately presented detached bungalow, located in 
this popular location close to all local amenities to include 
public transport links, Halesowen Town Centre. Featuring 2 
bedrooms, spacious lounge, fully fitted kitchen, conservatory, 
bathroom, rear garden and driveway with parking to the front. 
EPC: TBC 


Causey Farm Road, HALES0WENE795 pcm+Fees 
This semi-detached property is situated in a quiet cul-de-sac 
' 1 this very desirable location & consists of 2 reception rooms 
> sun room leading to a beautiful mature south facing private 
garden, kitchen, downstairs w.c extended garage, upstairs is 
a shower room & 3 good size bedrooms, garage & driveway 
for 2 cars. EPC: D 


Wesley Avenue, HALESOWEN£750 pcm+Fees 

We are pleased to offer this traditional 3 bedroom terraced property located 
in a cul de sac position & close to local amenities. The property benefits 
from double glazing and gas central heating. Entrance porch, hallway, 
2 good sized reception rooms, kitchen with oven/hob, conservatory, 
downstairs w.c, 3 bedrooms and family bathroom with separate shower. 
There is off road parking for 2 cars, front & rear gardens. EPC: E 



Pedmore Grange, PEDM0REE695 pcm+Fees 


An assortment of 2 bedroom apartments in this exclusive 
development located in Pedmore. Fully refurbished to a high 
standard within private mature gardens, gated with a driveway 
& parking, electric storage heaters, 1 bedroom with en-suite 
& famil^athrootr^PCj^ 


Bottle Kiln Rise, BRIERLEY HILLE695 pcm+Fees 

A new 2 bedroom home in this very quiet location close to all 
amenities. Entrance hallway, fitted kitchen, lounge with patio 
doors to rear garden, downstairs w.c, 2 good sized bedrooms, 
family bathroom with shower. The property also benefits from 

2 parkin^gaces^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


Highfield Road, HALESOWEN/COLLEY GATEE625 pcm+Fees 
Deceptively large semi-detached house which has been fully 
re-furbished to a high standard & has a new extended kitchen, 
close to local shops and buses to Halesowen, Stourbridge and 
Cradley Heath featuring 2 good sized lounges, fitted kitchen 
with dormer windows, downstairs bathroom with shower, 
nice siz^ai^ai^en^nvewa^aiddn^PCJB^^^ 



Pedmore Grange, PEDM0REE595 pcm+Fees 

An assortment of 1 bedroom apartments on the 1st floor 
in this exclusive development located in Pedmore. Fully 
refurbished to a high standard within private mature gardens, 
gated with a driveway & parking, electric storage heaters, 1 
double bedroom^&famil^bathroom^EPC^^^^^^^^^ 




Heartland Mews, ROWLEY REGISE595 pcm+Fees 

A modern 2 bedroom semi-detached house in a pleasant 
cul-de-sac position, and close to Blackheath town centre, 
comprising of 2 double bedrooms, gas central heating, 
double glazed throughout, fitted kitchen, house bathroom 
with shower, driveway for two cars. Viewings are highly 
recommended. EPC: C 


Coppice Road, CRADLEY HEATHE585 pcm+Fees 
Recently refurbished to a good standard. Ideally located on 
the Timbertree Estate for the local primary school. This 2 
double bedroom house features 1 reception room, modern 
kitchen/diner, house bathroom with shower, covered storage 
areatoih^aj^ayai^en^rnjoa^arkin^PC^^^^ 







Beaumont Road, HALES0WENE575 pcm+Fees 

• • UNDERGOING SOME REDECORATION AND NEW CARPETS 
THROUGHOUT •• This terraced property is conveniently located close 
to Blackheath Town Centre and Rowley Regis train station. The house 
features 2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen, lean to, downstairs bathroom 
with shower over bath, 2 double bedrooms and rear garden. This property 
' >o beri^it^roiT^oubl^lazin^an^^a^entraMTeatinc^PC^^^^^ 


Foxdale Road, BRIERLEY HILLE550 pcm+Fees 

Been freshly redecorated and within a 5 minutes drive of 
Brierley Hill town centre & few minutes more from Merry Hill 
shopping centre, is this unfurnished semi detached back to 
back house, comprising of: 2 bedrooms, house bathroom 
with shower, nice sized lounge, fitted kitchen, allocated 
parking space, front garden. EPC: 


Southgate Way, DUDLEY £525 pcm+Fees 

• • RE-DECORATED •• A stunning and spacious well 
presented unfurnished 1st floor apartment featuring 2 
bedrooms, electric storage heating, double glazing, open plan 
living room with fitted kitchen (includes a sofa, wardrobes and 
appliances, house bathroom with shower, allocated parking 
space. Viewinc^iiflhl^co^ 



Hingley Court, CRADLEY HEATHE525 pcm+Fees 
In the centre of Old Hill, close to Old Hill Train Station. This 
modern 2nd floor apartment featuring an open plan lounge/ 
kitchen with a washer/dryer and fridge freezer, 2 large double 
bedrooms, modern bathroom with shower, 1 allocated 
parking space behind secured electric gates. MINIMUM 12 
MONTH CONTRACT. EPC: C 


Wycherley Way, CRADLEY HEATH/OLD HILLE525 pcm+Fees 
A 1st floor apartment on a popular development close to 
Cradley Heath and Old Hill Train Station, Old Hill shops and 
bus links. Featuring gas central heating, double glazing, 
lounge, fitted kitchen with washing machine and fridge 
freezer, 1 double bedroom and 1 single bedroom, bathroom 
with shower, parking space. EPC: B 


Round Street, NETHERT0NE525 pcm+Fees 

A lovely re-decorated unfurnished semi detached house. Featuring 
gas central heating, living room, fitted kitchen, 2 bedrooms, bathroom 
with shower, driveway parking, rear garden. Also benefiting from new 
windows and doors throughout. EPC: D •• LANDLORD REQUIRES 
2 MONTHS DEPOSIT AND A FAMILY MEMBER TO BE A GUARANTOR 
(MUST BE A HOME OWNER AND WORKING) • 



King Street, CRADLEY HEATH/OLD HILLE525 pcm+Fees 
Located in the heart of Old Hill with shops and train links close 
by. This furnished top floor modern apartment comprises 2 
bedrooms, master bedroom with en-suite, fitted kitchen, 
lounge, double glazing, electric storage heating, bathroom 
with showei^llocate^aildn^pac^PC^^^^^^^^ 


Villa Street, AMBLECOTE £500 pcm+Fees Warwick Close, OLDBURY £460 pcm+Fees 


A beautiful ground floor modern apartment which is furnished 
to suit. Newly available with open plan lounge/kitchen with 
modern range of fitted units, breakfast bar & integrated 
appliances, 1 double bedroom, bathroom with separate 
shower, 1 designated car parking space to rear of property, 
communal gardens. EPC: D 


A 1 bedroom ground floor flat situated in a quiet residential 
area, close to the Wolverhampton Road and shops close by. 
The accommodation features a spacious lounge, fully fitted 
kitchen, 1 double bedroom, walk in shower, being double 
aJazedan^l^lectri^ieating^ron^arter^PC^^ 




Pippin Ave, HALESOWEN £435 pcm+Fees 

Deceptively spacious and in a sought after location. This 
ground floor 1 double bedroom apartment features an open 
plan lounge/kitchen which includes the fridge freezer and 
washing machine, bathroom with shower, electric heating. 
EPC: D 


The Breeze, BRIERLEY HILLE425 pcm+Fees 

A delightful modern 1 bedroom 1st floor apartment in this 
convenient position within easy distance of local schools, 
shops, road and public transport links. Open plan lounge/ 
fitted kitchen with appliances, double bedroom, bathroom 
with shower (OFF THE BEDROOM). Allocated parking for 1 
car. EPC: B 



High Street, LYE/ST0URBRIDGEE375 pcm+Fees 
In the Centre of Lye which is ideal for buses, shops and Lye 
Train Station. This spacious 2nd floor apartment has been re¬ 
decorated throughout and features a lovely spacious lounge 
and open plan with the lounge, 1 double bedroom, bathroom, 
electric heatm^oubl^lazin^rMoa^arkin^PC^^ 


PROPERTY 



Three-bedroomed modern-style property for 
sale is well presented and set over three floors 


An excellent three-bedroomed 
modern-style three-storey town 
house, 99 Goodrich Mews, 

Dudley, simply needs to be viewed 
in order to be fully appreciated. 

It is for sale through Trinity 
Property estate agents at £165,000. 

There are two allocated parking 
spaces to the front of the property 
and the home has central heating 
and is double glazed. 

The accommodation includes a 
good-sized lounge with access to 


DUDLEY 

£165,000 


the rear garden, a fitted kitchen and 
a WC to the ground floor. 

On the first floor you have a double 
bedroom and a single bedroom 
with the house bathroom. The 
second floor has the double master 
bedroom, which comes with an 
en-suite. 


The rear garden includes a patio 
area and a lawned area. 

In more detail this home is well 
presented throughout, decorated 
in a neutral shade of white. The 
kitchen is pleasant, with modern 
wood-effect units complemented by 
contemporary chrome handles, and 
black coloured working surfaces. 
The lounge has attractive French 
windows with side panels opening 
out to the rear garden. 

Call 01384 213395. 



Outstanding and substantially extended detached 
home comes with a superb open outlook to the rear 


This outstanding and substantially 
extended detached family home 
in Ostler Close, Wall Heath, has a 
superb open rear outlook towards 
fields. 

On the fringes of the sought-after 
Heathbrook Farm development, it 
is for sale through Taylors Estate 
Agents at £465,000. 

The accommodation briefly 
comprises an entrance porch, 
a reception hall with a guest 
cloakroom/WC off, a huge full 


WALL HEATH 
£465,000 


depth sitting room, a home office/ 
study, an extended fitted kitchen 
with appliances, a laundry room, a 
large family living/dining room, five 
generous bedrooms, a master with 
a dressing area and Juliet balcony, 
two en-suites, a landing with a study 
area and a house bathroom. 

This superb family home is further 


enhanced by the generous front/ 
side driveway, a double garage 
and a very private and sunny rear 
garden. 

The selling agents are expecting a 
great deal of interest to be shown in 
the sale of this charming property, 
which is ideal for family life. 

For further information, or to book 
that all important viewing, to see 
if this is the ideal home for you, 
contact Taylors Estate Agents on 
01384 401777. 
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Computers 


Electricians 


Gardening 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
^ ANY LIKE FOR LIKE ^ 
QUOTATION BEATEN 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
I 2 Year Guarantee 

Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Mobile: 07853 253176 


T 


CCTV SYSTEMS 

accessed via phones and tablets 


NEW PROFESSIONAL WIRELESS SYSTEM 

No Mess! Simple to use Remote Controlled 
• Burgler Alarm Repairs 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 Years Experience • Video Entry Systems 

• Alarms Serviced Firom £30 

□ Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(Any Time) 

www.metro-alarms.co.ul 


I, 


Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 4228594 
07985548466 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 

www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk 


Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC flTI 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 
email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Driveways 


PMetro alarms and°$ 

1 SECURITY V| 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

~ Painters & 
^ Decorators 

OAR DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


PAINTING & 
DECORATING 

All Tiling Work 
Undertaken 

Private & Commercial Work 

FREE QUOTE 

Call Robert 

07738 462913 


POINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
O.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl < 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 




OH PLASTERERS 


i 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarautee 
On AH Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Opia 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



ACE PAVING 1TP f 



City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 
Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios • Landscaping 
• Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing • Power Washing 
• 5 year guarantee FREE estimate *15 years experience 
• Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web: www.acepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email: acepavingservices@outlook.com 
l_r Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, 1 d y ftp 
mim _Halesowen B63 2QB_ ftM 


Plumbing 


DUSEHOLD 

_ U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 y 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk —^ 


] S QUALITY ELECTRICE SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / 
security alarms and lighting / fault finding and repairs A 
shower replacements and more 

Free quotations available 
Over 20 years’ experience 

Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


Summer 
Deals now 
on - call 
for more 
information 


F \a/* Electrical 

y * Kingswinford Limited 


Domestic 

Industrial 

Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 




REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality ■ 
local mice call: **!•■* 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 a-jL 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 

KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Fencing & Gates 

All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving 
•Tree Felling • Turfing 
• Garden Clearance 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete 
Products eg. Concrete Posts, 
Gravel Boards 

All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over 15 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 

01384 242891 or 07970 300586 




All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


f/Sh 

)l ROWAN 

TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 

1 Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK 
01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, r^l 

N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) “■ 

All staff C.R.B. Certified E"HEE3 


ISA 


mmsMsmms 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


GARDENS ■ 


FREE QUOTES 

& SPECIAL 
RATES FOR 
OAP’S 


fil Tf k 


OUR PRODUCTS 

FENCING SHED BASES FRESH CLEANING GARDEN MAINTENANCE LAWN CUTTING 
SHED RE-FELTS FENCE PAINTING TREE TOPPING HEDGE CUTTING SLABBING 


07566 231 168 MOBILE 0121 602 0157 HOME 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


SHU 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


RSL GGsgUftEg] [PttnicQflBgi 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 

NATURAL & LPG GAS 1 

Free Quotation / 

07961 140885 !§ 



Call us on: 

01902 319573 


Post to: Advertisement Department, Halesowen Chronicle, 
Black Country House, Rounds Green Road, Olbury B69 2DG 
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GARAGE DOOR PROBLEM? 

REPAIR OR NEW INSTALLATION - WE CAN FIX IT! 

WE BASE OUR WORK ON QUALITY, NOT QUANTITY 


VISION 




• Side hinged doors from £9 75 
• Security personnel doors from £37\5 
• Up and over garage doors from £499 
Electric insulated roller doors from £980 


^01384 622 433 
^ 07875 530 474 

IXI lee@visiongaragedoors.com 

Follow us online! 


DB GARAGE DOORS 



MOT 



with this advert 


Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 ou 

0121 559 6001 


m 


MOT 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor Body Work Specialists 
Insurance Approved 
From a minor bump to major repairs 
FREE local pick up and delivery 
FREE estimates and written quotes 


30 Years Experience 


@vi s long a raged oors 




We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
| email: crossways1@btinternet.com 

Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


Supply 
Repair 
Up and Over 
Side Hinged 
Made to measure 


Install 
Roller 
Sectional 
Remote Control 
Doors 



• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www.dbshutters.co.uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378' 


JG 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICES 

Specialists in _ 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

u Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
^or 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pmy 


Gutter Cleaning 







SPECIAL. OFFER 


CUTTER 
EMPTY C 
INSPECTION 


£40 


07738 - 616-075 



Skip Hire 



SKIES 





All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


Rubbish Removal 


EST. 

SINCE 1992 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 


Upholstery 



I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



ALL RUBBISH 
REMOVED 

WE LOAD FOR YOU 


GARDEN, HOUSE, 
FACTORY, SHOP AND 
LAND CLEARANCES 

From single items 
to large loads 

CHEAPER 
THAN A SKIP 

Immediate onsite quotation 

Telephone 7 days a week 
8.00am-9.00pm 


Tel: 01384 469681 

Always a friendly service 
Business Waste Licence 
CB/TP3394LH 


ALL 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


ROOFING SERVICES 



• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


ELIiTE‘PLAStTcS. 


•Fascias • Sof its • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 /07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



BROADCAST YOUR BUSINESS 


1. PRE-PRODUCTION 4. POST PRODUCTION 

PLANNING 

2. ON-LOCATION RECORDING 5 - WIDE0 flDWERTISING 

3. AUDIO PRODUCTION AHaa 


Source: www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 


rSl 

[0701 

141 



MNA D4WTAL 


Call us on: 

01902 319573 


Post to: Advertisement Department, Halesowen Chronicle, 
Black Country House, Rounds Green Road, Olbury B69 2DG 









































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


Family 




Stourbridge’s longest established 
Family Run Mobility Store 

Brettell Lane, Amblecote, 
Stourbridge DY8 4BS. Open Mon-Sat. 


01384 378252 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 


CARAVAN WANTED 


cash on pick up asap. 


Call me on 07717 090817. 


A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433. 

ABI STATIC CARAVAN 

Sleeps 6, 2 bed, 2 bathrooms, 
DG, CH, excellent condition, 
sited on 5 star park, 3 miles 
from Bromyard, dog friendly, 
fishing pools. 

£24,000 

07853161831. 


MID WALES, quiet site, static 
caravan, 35ft x 12ft, 3 bedroom, 
sleeps 8, 20 mins to coast, £10,000 
ono. 07548 784241. 

MID WALES, quiet site, static 
caravan, 35ft x 12ft, 3 bedroom, 
sleeps 8, 20 mins to coast, £10,000 
ono. 07548 784241. 



NEW WILLEREBY STATIC 
CARAVAN 

sited near bewdley at far 
forest lovely views swimming 
pool clubhouse on site double 
glazed and central heating 

£40,000 

07717090817 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 


Classiiic 


holidays 


BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


Yorkshire 


YORKSHIRE DALES 

Meadow Holidays 

Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale 

“Weeks from £209 per couple 
“Weekends just £99 per couple 

Families Welcome 

Walk in scenic countryside by waterfalls or 
visit historic market towns with friendly Inns 


Brochure (24hrs) 01969 624145 

email: rita@meadowholidays.com 
www.meadowholidays.com 


BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 
Sunday, 30th September 
KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, DY7 6ER 

10.30am - 4pm 
Next Sale: 14th October 

Tel: 01384 894464 



Massage 


Mobile deep tissue 
aromatherapy massage 
treatment by 
qualified therapist 

By appointment 07437 569187 

I-x 


Home & 
Services 


GRAPES READY FOR PICKING 

suitable for wine making, 

Please call 01384 834121. 


C B SHEDS 
& FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 
Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. 
Also rooflights and box profile. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 
LARGE COLLECTION of RC 
helicopters, racing drones, blades, 
chargers, canopies and spares. 
01952 501295 for details. 

ROYAL DOULTON and Colport 
snowmen, 80 pieces, from £15 to 
£150 each. Some boxed. 

0121 553 7202. 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

0121 532 2544/07891 713547 
thetrain master67 @ 
hotmail.com 


OLD BIBLES Wanted, pre 1900, 
for Private buyer. Fair prices paid. 
Distance no object. Telephone 0115 
973 5662. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES wanted plus 
any 48K or 128k+2 Spectrum com¬ 
puters wanted also any old crash or 
Sinclair magazines 01902 892918. 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


A AERIAL & SKY 
ANY TV REPAIRS 


Digital Aerials Fitted 
Sky & CCTV Cameras 


Free Quotes. 7 days 
07850 330251 


£1,250,000 STOCK LIQUIDATION 

FOLLOWING THE CLOSURE OF ONE OF THE UK’S LARGEST 
COMPANIES OF LEADING BRAND HOME FURNISHERS. 

WE HAVE SECURED MASSIVE STOCKS OF SOFAS, SUITES, 
RECLINERS, CORNER SUITES, DINING FURNITURE AND BEDS. 
ALL MUST BE SOLD AT A FRACTION OF THE ONLINE PRICE. 
THIS IS A TRULY ONE-OFF UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 
TO ACQUIRE A FANTASTIC BARGAIN. 


NEWARK CORNER CHAISE SOFA IN LIGHT & DARK 
GREY CHENILLE 

WAS £699 SAVE £300 TO CLEAR £399 

EVERYDAY 2 SEATER SOFA/SOFABED WITH HEAVY 
DUTY METAL ACTION & INTERIOR MATTRESS 

WAS £799 

T0CLEAR°£369'' 

ZEDORE VINCI ALL LEATHER * 

SWIVEL RECLINER CHAIR 1 

CHOICE OF COLOURS 1 

I * jyr SAVE 

£820 

f TO CLEAR 

£299 

ELECTRIC MOBILITY CHAIR 

LIFTS RISE 

IN BLACK OR 

CREAM LEATHER 

1 WAS £698 

SAVE £350 

TO CLEAR £348 I 

NEW YORK TABLE & 2 CHAIRS HARDWOOD IN 

BEECH MM M M 1 1 

SCREAM 1 

WAS £199 B| 

SAVE £100 _ - * 

TO CLEAR f 

£99 MiMiBliJll 

LUXURY ORTHO DOUBLE DIVAN 

S QUALITY FIRM MATTRESS 

1 WAS £399 

SAVE£200 

TO CLEAR 

£199 

Other sizes S 

drawers ootion also available k 


Open Everyday Wam-5,30pm open SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM 

BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD, 

TIPTON DY4 8XF. OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

ES 1 0121 337 6883 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT fT/C’S APPLY) 


lAXA\£MUM]g 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 

(smmmommmm 

\ 

Alarms/Security 

v 

PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 

12 Months Warranty 

All areas covered 

All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 

Carpet & ^ 

Upholstery Cleaning 

A CLASS Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning Unbeatable Prices. OAP 
discounts. Call Paul 07870 341089 

\ 

Fencing 

V 

r* PORTWfly 
■ fencing 

SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £79S 

Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 

Sat 8am -12noon rii® 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 

A 

Gardening Services 

V_ 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 

\ 

Gas Fitting 

V _ 

READERS ARE ADVISED 

To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

\ 

House Clearances 

v_ 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

\ 

Removals 

v_ 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

13 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 

LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

■\ 

Roofing 

v 

i BLACK i 

!country! 

; ROOFING ; 

Your Local Roofing & 
Guttering Specialist ** 

THE RIGHT CHOICE 1 
Freephone ^ 
^ 0800 078 6868 J 

\ 

Rubbish Removal 

v_ 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No skips 
needed. Load/remove any waste 
house clearance. 07969 628382 

\ 

Tiling 

AMBER TILING 

Floors, Walls, Bathrooms 
Domestic and Commercial 

Quality Workmanship 

0121 7692822 
07881 671441 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts. 
Free quote/any area. 07850 330251. 


| ^ 


Pets & 
Animals 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you 
can follow to ensure that you 
are not purchasing from a 
Puppy Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given 
any KC documentation, if 

pedigree. 

Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 
liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


ANIMAL CONCERN have young 
rabbits needing homes, also one 
female kitten. Please ring 
01902 333805. 


■ 


Property 


CLAREGATE furnished studio flatlet, 
suit single mature working person, 
inc TV, CH, elec. Secure parking. 
£350pcm. No DSS. 07957 595840. 

PERTON modern one bed ground 
floor flat, with parking. Suit profes¬ 
sional. £90pwk. 07931 939349 

SINGLE FLATS suit mature Gent, 
refurbished throughout, all up to 
spec, Gornal area. £90pw. Call 
Nathan on 07715 603357. 


MOBILE HOME 
FOR SALE 

40ft x 10. 

Two bedrooms, living 

room, kitchen, bathroom, 

all refurbished, new central 
heating, double glazed windows 
and doors, nice garden. 
Sited on select park, Coven 
area. 

£70,000. 

07760 192593. 


AQJL TOU 

EVERY 

MONDAY 

To advertise in 
Final Whistle call our 
experienced sales team 
on 01902 31 31 31 

FINAL WHISTLE 


Properties Wanted 



we pay 100% srr_ 

Cash for your houso FAST ( EVKUVTlWEjJ 


suit you 
Ary house, any condition 


ggjt) 6 

01384 500 500 



bUct-countrytiomis xo.uk 


‘subject to t 


Yes/ecAs) 

HOME BUYERS 


We will buy your house fast! 

Free Valuation? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any Location? Yes/ 

No Fees 7 Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FREE, 6UAKANTEED, instant o£Per today! 


Call 0121 663 1401 

or text "Cash" to 66777 
ye5homebuyer5.com 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses / Land Required 

We also buy Commercial Property 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


'N 


Jobs 


jdbwABK 

AdPTO S E C U RITY 
SERVICES 

■■■limited 

We prouide Training in: 

• First Aid / Health S. Safety • Safe Moving & Handling • Security (SIA) 

Call 01299 879 015 

Email enquiries@abktraining.co.uk | www.abksecurity.com 


CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANT FCA 

Seeks home based part-time 
employment. 

Accountancy / bookkeeping. 
Based in Halesowen. 

07860 357143. 


rung 

given. Must be flexible. Email CV 
to Michelle Upperdine at michelle@ 
lapalhouse.co.uk or call and collect 
application from Lapal House, Lapal 
Lane South, Halesowen, B62 OES. 
0121 5030326 (office hours only). 





1iii m 

jgag? g 

frgr \ 

lii 


■ 


DVERTISE 


Advertisements in local newspapers and 
websites are the most popular way of 
keeping an eye on the property market 


To find out more about advertising in the 
Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 
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32 ClassffiedAds 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Full Time General 



How does it work? 


Take the hard work out of recruitment with our fixed price packages. Using the latest technology we get 
your vacancy noticed, advertising across all the major job networks, our own local job boards, in print 
and on social media. To get started simply speak to a member of our team today! 

SEND <*/ ADVERTISE ^ SHORTLIST 

Send our expert team your We’ll save you time by Unlike many agencies we 

vacancy. We’ll then turn it using the latest recruitment won’t just promote your 

into an attractive job advert, technology to advertise your vacancy. Instead of sending 

optimised to get your vacancy vacancy across all major job you the unfiltered applications 

noticed in print & online to find boards. Your job will also be to trawl through we shortlist 

you your ideal candidate. promoted on social media and the applicants and provide 

our own local job boards. you with qualified candidates. 



HONDA CIVIC 
1.4 PETROL 

56 plate 
Red, 5dr. 

MoT March 2019, very good 
runner. 

Any inspection welcome. 

£1,450. 

07808 215726 or 07740 

305921. 



FORD FIESTA CLIMATE 1.25 

55 Plate, 70,000 miles, digital 
radio, one owner, 

£1,000 ono 
07791759535 




BARGAIN 


SUZUKI LIANA 

2005, manual, petrol, long 
MoT, FSH, new battery, 
CD player, 

very clean inside and out. 

£895. 

07950 398750. 



VW BEETLE CONVERTIBLE 

03 reg, 1400, long MoT, was 
CAT D but now perfect runner, 
very good bodywork. 

£825 ono. 

07972 169554. 


For more information visit: 
www.staremploymentservices.co.uk 


Star Employment (• 

services ' 


or call 01902 319856 


Gpend less. Gave t'me. Hire better. 


CsD 


Motoring 





FORD FIESTA ZETEC 5DR 

2010. 83,000 miles. 

FSH 

One owner from new, 
superb condition. 

£3,495. 

01902 744023. 


MUST BE SEEN 


MERCEDES A170 
ELEGANCE 





MERCEDES E320 CDI 
AVANTGARDE 


2003, 99k miles, Met Grey, abs, 
EW, EM, air con, long service 
history, auto, CL, CC, power 
steering, diesel, sunroof, alloys, 
CD player, leather interior. 
£2,850. 

01384 401209 / 07739 837137 



MINI COOPER 


2006, 5dr, petrol, 
gold, black leather, 

71 k miles, service history, 
one lady owner, 

MOT July 2019. 
£1,750 

07979 655590. 


SD PACEMAN 

13 Plate, white, 
Auto, 44K, 
leather, MoT, 

£9,450. 

07973 795933. 


SELL IT FAST 

SELL IT 

LOCAL 


01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 





VW BEETLE V5 SPORT 

2003, 12 months MoT, low 
mileage 

FSH, new clutch and fly wheel, 
bilstine shocks, eiba springs, 
ABT sportsline exhaust, 
introduction kit, Kersher spoiler, 
real head turner, first to see will 
buy. 

£3,500. 

07946 383970. 





FIAT PUNTO 

07 plate. 

Lady owner 53,000 miles 
Lovely condition. 
Long MoT, History. 

£1500. 

01384 292350 
07717317809 




FORD FIESTA 1.4 

2004, MoT April 2019, 
immaculate light green 
paintwork, AC, EW, radio / 
CD, reliable, well maintained, 
garaged, 

£825. 

0121 384 7888. 

07771 428793. 


MUST BE SEEN 


NISSAN MICRA1.2. 

2004, 

MoT’d. 

Good condition. Very good 
runner. 

£875 ono. 

07864 842076. 


IDEAL 
FIRST CAR 


RENAULT CLIO 

1.2, black, excellent runner, 
MoT till Feb 2019, FSH, sun 
roof, 

good condition inside and out. 

£700. 

01384 251076. 07772 922510. 



VW POLO 1.0E 


3dr, manual, petrol, May 2000 
reg, green, 10 months MoT, 
only 87k, very economical, 
good condition, ideal first car. 

£675 ono. 

07871 521216/01562 911634. 



YAMAHA WR450 F 


2015 ADVENTURE ENDURO 
TRAIL 

Low mileage 


Superb condition 

£5,000. 


Telephone 01902 741598. 


Scrap Vehicles 


mainlinejD 

Salvage & Recovery^^ 
SCRAP CARS WANTED 
FREE COLLECTION 
• TOP PRICES PAID 
Fully Licensed • C.O.D Issued 
No Fines • No Comebacks 
1000’s of vehicle parts in stock 
01902 871111 • 07772 240819 
07895 346811 

www.mainlinesalvage.co.uk 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


A1 SF RECOVERY 

SCRAP CARS WANTED 
£100 Minimum Guaranteed 

paid for complete cars 
Collection 7 days a week 

07813 184611 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 5570800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


FIAT PANDA WANTED 

Could the gentleman who 
spoke to me on the phone 
recently about the car from 
Wombourne could you call 
again to arrange to bring the 
car to me. 

01902 334541. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 
For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 


requirements to 
Marie Hogg on 
01902 319694 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 

GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE 

ASH Group (UK) Ltd of 
Redwither Road, Wrexham 
Industrial Estate, Wrexham, 
LL13 9RD is applying to 
change an existing licence as 
follows: To add an operating 
centre to keep 10 goods 
vehicles and 5 trailers at 23 
Station Road, Rowley Regis, 
West Midlands, B65 0JY 

Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near 
the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would 
be affected, should make 
written representations to 
the Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating 
their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the 
address given at the top 
of this notice. A Guide to 
Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s office. 


SELL IT 
FAST 
SELL IT 
LOCAL 

01902317878 



ClassifiedAds 


GENUINE, CARING, SLIM 

Attractive Man, 55. 

Car owner. Solvent. 
GSOH. WLTM Genuine lady 
40-60 for evenings, days out 
and companionship. 
Genuine replies only please. 
Box Number P21321 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street. 
Wolverhampton. 

WV1 1ES. 



RESPECTABLE MALE 60’S 

GSOH, no ties, like countryside 
and places of interest, seeks 
nice lady for 
friendship/relationship. 

Box Number P21338 
Express and Star 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1 ES 



YOU OIISINESS 



1. PRE-PRODUCTION PLANNING 

2. ON-LOCATION RECORDING 

3. AUDIO PRODUCTION 

4. POST PRODUCTION 

5. VIDEO ADVERTISING 

Want even more exposure? 

CALL 01002 3197! 

MNA DOatTAL 

Source: www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 
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Howto 

improve a car s 
performance 

by 70% 


The effectiveness consultancy Benchmarketing recently 
analysed what happens when companies include press 
advertising in their media mix. 

They looked at more than 500 econometric models, 
covering a five-year period and, as the table here shows, 
they found that adding newspapers dramatically 
increases the effectiveness of other media. 

In the automotive sector they reviewed companies that 
ranged from the big spending German goliaths of the 
industry to medium sized independent carmakers. 


And they discovered that by adding newspaper advertising to 
their campaigns, they cranked up their effectiveness by over 70%. 

Increased effectiveness using newspapers 

Retail Automotive Finance 

2.8x 1.7x 5.7x 

So, whatever the size your business or budget, 
get motoring into newspapers. 

For the full story and more details: 
newsworks.org.uk/effectiveness 



news media 

association 
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There will be a host of black accents 


A fresh tease for 
the new Kodiaq 

Another day, another teaser for the Skoda Kodiaq 
vRS - with the performance-orientated SUV set to 
debut at next month’s Paris Motor Show. 

Having trickled a few details and images into the 
public domain in recent months, the Czech firm has 
revealed some more information about the car before 
it’s seen in full. 

The Kodiaq vRS will be distinguishable from the rest 
of the SUV’s range thanks to a host of black accents - 
namely the grille, roof rails, window frames and wing 
mirrors. Other vRS hallmarks include two exhaust 
pipes at the back, along with a red reflector covering 
the width of the Kodiaq . 

Adding to the racier look is a set of 20-inch alloy 
wheels, housing 17-inch brake discs complete with red 
callipers. 

The icing on the cake? A newly designed vRS logo, 
which sees the ‘v’ now finished in red, rather than the 
chrome or green of previous machines to wear the 
badge. Skoda says this ‘symbolises the sportiness and 
power of the vRS family’, with the badge on the front 
grille and at the rear of the car. 

Previously revealed information includes its 2.0-litre 
twin-turbocharged diesel engine, which will send 
236bhp to all four wheels. No word yet on what that 
means for performance, but Nurburgring expert 
Sabine Schmitz managed to take a prototype around 
the 12.9-mile ‘Green Hell’ in 9:29.84 - a lap record for 
seven-seat cars. 

The Skoda Kodiaq vRS will be revealed in full at the 
Paris Motor Show, taking place from October 4 to 14. 
Expect to hear more on pricing, specifications and 
availability following that. 

Toyota celebrates 20 
years of the Yaris 



The Yaris Y20 has a classic gold colour 


Toyota is celebrating the 20th anniversary of its 
European best-selling hatchback the Yaris with a 
new special edition - the Y20. 

Debuting as part of a revised range for the third- 
generation hatchback, the Yaris Y20 brings a classic 
gold colour that appeared on the first car to the new 
machine but gives it a modern twist with a bi-tone dark 
grey roof. 

That hue will be limited to 1,998 units - marking 
the Yaris’s 1998 debut - but more colours will follow, 
namely silver, white or black, each with a bi-tone roof. 

A number of grey highlights will also help to 
distinguish the Y20 - including on the 16-inch alloy 
wheels, side mouldings, front grille, door mirror 
casings and fog light surrounds. 

The theme continues inside, with a dark grey centre 
console and steering wheel inserts, along with a new 
check-patterned fabric upholstery. Satin chrome air 
vents feature too, as do black floor mats with silver 
edging. 

The icing on the cake is Y20 badging at the rear of the 
car and on the instrument panel. 

There is no word yet on powertrain options, but 
expect the trim to be available for both the 1.5-litre 
petrol option and its hybrid sibling. 

The Toyota Yaris Y20 will join the GR Sport to swell 
the hatchback’s range, with the latter taking inspiration 
from the limited-run GRMN hot hatch with a number of 
racy additions. 


Dacia Duster wins best off- 
roader in new car awards 


By Sharon Wallers 

The all-new Dacia Duster has been crowned Best Off-Roader 
by the Parkers team as part of its New Car Awards 2019, with 
the Duster praised as “the perfect choice” for the award. 

The judges recognised the off-road capabilities of the 
Duster as being unstoppable in some of the world’s most 
hostile environments with the new model only building on this 
toughness. 

The new Duster was also praised as being more refined and 
better to drive, with a higher quality interior than before, all at an 
affordable price. 

Speaking on the win for the new Duster, Parkers editor, 

Keith Adams said: “The Dacia Duster really is all things to all 
people, and clear proof that Dacia is a car manufacturer on the 
move. 

“Low-cost PCP and keen list prices might drive people into 
showrooms for this family SUV with great off-road potential, but 
the car’s all-round excellence are what will have them returning 
time and time again.” 


Reflect 

The Parkers New Car Awards moves into its second year after 
a successful launch last year. The categories are designed to 
reflect the requirements of Britain’s car-buying public with the 
winners all chosen based on the buying habits of the website’s 
2.9+ million users actively involved in the buying process. 

The winning cars have been tested rigorously by the Parkers. 
co.uk team, which judged them on a combination of cost per 
month, value, quality, excellence and fitness for purpose. 

Commenting on the latest award win for Dacia, Louise 
O’Sullivan, Head of Dacia UK said: “We’re incredibly pleased 
that the Duster has won the first ever Parkers Best Off-Roader 
award. 

“Just a few months after the car went on sale here in the UK it’s 
great to see that the all-new Duster is proving as popular with 
the industry as the previous model, by offering an unbeatable 
combination of ruggedness, quality and value for money.” 

The new Duster went on sale in the UK earlier this year, starting 
at £9,995, with a host of new improvements over the previous 
model. 

Every single body panel on the car is new, with a fully revised 
interior for better quality and comfort as well as featuring many 
new technologies and safety features never before available on 
the Dacia range. 

To find out more about the All-New Dacia Duster visit: dacia. 
co.uk/vehicles/our-range/all-new-duster.html. 



The new Duster was also praised as being more refined and better to drive 



Every single body panel on the car is new, with a fully revised interior 


Experts say learn from those 'oops factor' 
moments and cut your risk on the road 


Road safety and breakdown 
organisation GEM Motoring Assist 
is encouraging drivers to reflect on 
the dangerous moments they have 
experienced at the wheel, to reduce the 
risks they face on future road journeys. 

GEM road safety officer Neil Worth 
comments: “We are all familiar with those 
‘oops factor’ moments of danger, where 
no harm was actually done but where we 
came close to disaster.” 

“We’re encouraging drivers to set aside 
time thinking about their own particular 
‘oops factor’ moments. But rather than 
dwell on the danger and risk being 
distracted, wait until the end of a journey 
and set aside a few moments to think 
about why it happened. 

“That short period of reflection may be 
all you need to identify the reason, and to 
adapt your observation or concentration 
techniques to prevent a similar situation 
happening again.” 

GEM has produced the following four 
simple tips to reduce risk for drivers: 

Think about risk on journeys. This risk 
could come from a dangerous stretch of 


road, from adverse weather, an unwise 
choice of speed or from a lack of focus on 
the driving task. 

Expect the unexpected. This is especially 
true on familiar stretches of road. Keep 
your guard up, anticipate what could 
happen and stay ahead of the situation, 
rather than having to react urgently. 

Risk 

Eliminate the word ‘suddenly’ from your 
driving vocabulary. By identifying all the 
possible areas of risk, you can adapt and 
update your speed and position to keep 
yourself away from trouble. 

Learn from mistakes. You’re sure to 
be familiar with the ‘oops factor’; the 
realisation that a risky moment just 
happened. Take time later to think about 
why that moment happened. Did you fail 
to see another vehicle? Did you misjudge 
distance or speed? Did we gamble with 
a changing traffic light? Most important, 
what could you do differently next time to 
reduce the risk? 

“We can minimise the risks we face - and 


the risks we pose to others,” adds Neil 
Worth. 

“Good observation and anticipation 
mean we can spot potential problems early 
and look for a safe resolution of a situation 
in its early stages. In a sense we’re doing 
other drivers’ work for them - and we 
shouldn’t expect to be thanked for it. Our 
satisfaction can come in knowing that we 
made a positive contribution to ensuring a 
safer journey. 

“Experience should warn us of situations 
where risk is increased: for example, if it’s a 
wet day, we know we’ll take longer to stop. 
More to the point, we can expect to have 
to make allowances for others who may be 
less experienced or who don’t connect wet 
weather with greater risk. 

“Taking time to assess any ‘near misses’ 
we might have experienced - those 
moments during a journey where we 
raised an eyebrow, drew in breath, cursed 
another driver, or felt our hearts miss a 
beat - can be very helpful in reducing risk. 

“Most of us are poor at accepting blame. 
But we’re trying to keep blame out of the 
equation and adopt the simple priority of 



staying safe, and helping others stay safe, 
too. 

“By recognising the situations that may 
lead to greater danger, and learning from 
those ‘oops factor’ moments, we can 
actively reduce risk, both to ourselves and 
to those around us.” 












Red Dragons - Wolverhampton Sunday League Cup back in 1971 All smiles - celebrations after the Vin Boden Cup Final 



Chairman Terry Shinton with special guest Doreen Tipton 



A winning team - the Wolverhampton Sunday League’s committee 


Doreen 
for the 


adds fun but now 
serious challenge 


THERE was plenty of laughter as the 
Wolverhampton Sunday League cele¬ 
brated its 60th anniversary in style. 

The Queen of the Black Country, Doreen Tip- 
ton, proved a smash hit on a night to remember 
for the league’s hard-working committee. 

Around 150 former players, officials and guests 
were kept entertained by Doreen’s, (Gill Jordan to 
give her her real name), unique brand of humour with 
chairman Terry Shinton revealing it was a casual re¬ 
mark from his sister Tina that planted the idea of 
adding a female touch to proceedings. 

“We had Ian ‘Sludge’ Lees at the previous event, 
so we were thinking along the same lines, a Black 
Country comedian because that’s what we are, really, 
a Black Country league,” said Shinton. “And Gill, 
sorry Doreen, was brilliant. She was great and stayed 
around afterwards to have numerous pictures taken. 

“There was some good work by all the committee to 
organise the evening. Everybody mucked in and got 
things done and it was great to see it turn out to be 
such a success.” 

Battling 

And after toasting their latest milestone well into 
the night in the Hayward Suite at Molineux, the 
league’s committee are now turning their attentions 
to the serious issue of attracting new sides to sign up 
for Sunday morning action. 

Leagues across the country are battling against 
falling participation numbers and the Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Sunday is no different. 

In recent years the area has seen the Dudley & Cra- 
dley Heath League and the Wolverhampton Combina¬ 
tion, which played its games on Saturdays both fold, 
while the Bilston Junior Youth League has also blown 
its final whistle. 

In its heyday the Wolverhampton Sunday League 
boasted 120 clubs and even had a waiting list. This 
season saw 61 teams sign up for action across five 
divisions. 

But Shinton, who has been involved with the league 
for 40 years, and fellow committee members - Simon 
Perks, Phil Reade, Ian Ebblewhite, Wayne Harrison, 
Eddie Yardley, Howard Morris and Phil Taylor - are 
ready to tackle the challenge head on. They are hop- 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


“At one time we didn’t have 
any money but now we have 
money but can’t get the 
teams. That’s a concern for 
us going forward. We are half 
the size we used to be. We 
had 120 sides at one point 
and a waiting list. We started 
this season with 61” 

ing to introduce a youth league in a bid to provide a 
route through to senior football. 

“We are very proud to celebrate 60 years,” said 
Shinton. “It’s a great achievement and one we should 
be proud of. I have been involved with the league for 
40 years, refereeing and then on the committee as 
treasurer and then, for the last four years, chairman. 

“At one time we didn’t have any money but now we 
have money but can’t get the teams. That’s a concern 
for us going forward. 

“We are half the size we used to be. We had 120 
sides at one point and a waiting list. We started this 
season with 61. That’s the way things have changed. 
There is no Saturday morning football in Wolver¬ 
hampton anymore. Who would have thought that 
would happen? 

“The Bilston League had 14 divisions a few years 
ago and now the league has finished. 

“For this season we tried to introduce a women’s 
league and a veterans’ league but we had no response 
to either. It’s the same for leagues all over the coun¬ 
try. Every league is suffering and losing teams. 

“But we a very well-run league and we have always 
had a good committee. And we are up for the chal¬ 
lenge and the fight to get more people playing local 


league football. One of the things we are looking at is 
introducing a youth league next season. 

“We have contacted Birmingham County FA and 
they have given us permission to do it. Ideally we 
would like teams at under-13, 14, 15 and 16 and then 
they can go to open age football. We have got to start 
promoting it and see what interest we can generate.” 

Shinton believes the league has plenty to offer and 
he is open to any suggestions on how to check the 
problem of falling playing numbers. 

“The league has some of the best facilities in the 
country,” he added. “The park facilities in the area 
are brilliant. 

“Some of the Birmingham Leagues don’t have 
changing rooms, players still have to change in their 
cars on the car parks. 

“We don’t let sides play without changing rooms 
and showers. That side of things is set up really well. 

“We have also got plenty of referees. A few years 
back we got to the stage where we had enough refer¬ 
ees to put neutral linesmen on the line in the Premier 
Division. We look after our referees really well. 

Involved 

“As a committee we are constantly looking at new 
ways of getting people involved and teams on board,” 
he added. 

“At a recent league meeting we asked clubs to put 
suggestions forward and if they want to they can 
come to our next committee meeting and talk through 
their ideas. 

“We are open to any ideas and we will try to put 
them into action if we think they are good enough. 

“But it’s not just football that’s losing numbers. We 
sit on the Wolverhampton Sports Council and other 
sports are suffering. The athletics club start losing 
people when they reach 18 and it’s the same with 
hockey clubs.” 

Shinton’s determination to build on the league’s 
rich history is obvious and hopefully there will be 
plenty more years of action on the parks in and 
around Wolverhampton. 

“It’s not all doom and gloom, the commitment is 
there from all our committee,” he said. 

“And as long as I have got breath, I will be fighting 
to get more teams on board to keep the league going,” 
he added. 


Edgbaston grows for 
popular run of cricket 

EDGBASTON is to add 840 temporary seats to its capacity for next sum¬ 
mer’s first Ashes Test against Australia, as well as matches in the World 
Cup and the domestic Twenty20 Blast Finals Day. 

WITH ticket sales for next summer’s Specsavers Ashes Test match in¬ 
creased by 35 per cent in in the pre-sale window in comparison Edgbaston’s 
last Test meeting between England and Australia in 2015, the Birmingham 
venue is working with Arena Seating to install a temporary stand for use 
across all days. 

Gareth Roberts, commercial director at Edgbaston, said: “There’s never 
been a bigger programme of cricket in Birmingham than what’s coming in 
2019, with the Ashes, ICC Cricket World Cup and Finals Day all coming 
to Edgbaston. 

“We’re very proud to bring the biggest fixtures in the game to Birming¬ 
ham and, in response to the initial demand that we’ve seen, we wanted to 
give more spectators an opportunity to secure tickets for these games.” 



Wolves duo to make 
debut on microphone 

GEORGE ELOKOBI and Matt Jarvis are heading back to Wolverhampton - 
to make their debut on a microphone! The popular former Wolves duo will 
join Chris Iwelumo, who has carved out a successful media career since re¬ 
tirement, as guests at the latest event for Molineux fans at the Cleveland 
Arms. 

Hosted by former goalkeeper Matt Murray, it takes place on Thursday, 
November 29 and all VIP packages have already been sold. Only standard 
tickets at £10 remain. 

Murray said: “George and Matt haven’t done this kind of thing before but 
they said yes straight away when they were asked to come along. All three 
lads are really looking forward to meeting the Wolves fans again. 

“These are great nights because it brings the fans close to the players and 
everyone goes away having had a really enjoyable time listening to the lads 
and their stories from their career and in particular their time with Wolves.” 

Tickets are available at the Stow Heath Lane venue, or call 01902 451021. 
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Stour still 
Dossess that 
: A Cup magic 

Stourbridge 3 Leamington 2 

KAIMAN Anderson conjured up a stop- 
page-time winner as the Glassboys con¬ 
tinued their love affair with the FA Cup. 

A replay looked the likely outcome 
after National League side Leamington 
came from 2-0 down to level. 

But in true FA Cup fashion, Stour¬ 
bridge produced a last-gasp stun¬ 
ner when substitute Chekaine Steele 
whipped in an inch-perfect cross with 
his first touch of the ball for Anderson to 
convert and send the home support into 
raptures. 

Glassboys boss Gary Hackett admitted 
afterwards: “At 2-2, I would have taken 
a replay, but we dug deep and the one 
thing we’ve proved is that we know how 
to win Cup ties!” 

Glassboys were gifted the lead on 48 
minutes when Jack Lane turned a Rob¬ 
bie Thompson-Brown cross into his own 
net. Stourbridge nabbed a second goal on 
55 minutes when goalkeeper Tony Bree- 
don bravely came off his line to block 
the ball at Thompson-Brown’s feet, but 
could only watch in horror as the ball re¬ 
bounded back out to Leon Broadhurst, 
who fired back home from fully 35 yards. 

Leamington refused to lie down, how¬ 
ever. Matt Stenson slotted home from 
a corner on 82 minutes and the same 
player levelled for the Brakes after after 
James Wren had saved Jamie Hood’s 
header. But Anderson had the last word. 

Glassboys, who face a home tie against 
Kidderminster in the next round on Oc¬ 
tober 6, are at home to Needham Market 
on Saturday, 3pm. 

Yeltz given football 
lesson as Trinity 
make Cup progress 

Halesowen 0 Gainsborough Trinity 3 

HALESOWEN were given a harsh foot¬ 
balling lesson as high-flying Northern 
Premier League outfit Gainsborough 
coasted to victory in the FA Cup Second 
Qualifying Round. 

Trinity dominated against the limp 
hosts and will collect £9,000 in prize 
money. 

Trinity made their dominance pay 
when Alex Simmons’ corner was headed 
home by Shane Clarke in the six-yard 
box after 24 minutes. 

The visitors added two further goals 
with some comfort in a one-sided second 
period. 

The lead was doubled when man of 
the match Simmons was given too much 
time to deliver a lovely cross from the 
right for Ashley Worsfield to place a 
54th minute header into the top corner. 
Dan Platt kept out further efforts from 
Damian Reeves and Alex Byrne before 
Gainsborough made it 3-0 in the 74th 
minute with an individual, but far too 
easy goal from Simmons. 

Yeltz return to league action on Sat¬ 
urday with a visit to Bedworth United. 


Baggies sets sights on target man Archer 



Lewis Archer 


ALBION keeping tabs on Hednesford 
Town star Lewis Archer as they hope to 
unearth the next non-league gem. 

Attacker Archer has been impressive for 
the Pitmen in the Northern Premier this 
season and netted twice in Saturday’s 3-1 
FA Cup victory at Rugby Town. 

However, Archer is under contract with 
the Pitmen and they are understood to 
have turned down the Baggies’ bid to take 
him on trial. 

It is believed the Keys Park side want 


a fee for the highly-rated 20-year-old for¬ 
ward. Hednesford have a history of pro¬ 
ducing high-quality players - Arsenal’s 
Cohen Bramall, Stoke’s Ashley Williams, 
Wigan’s Chey Dunkley and Blackpool’s 
Curtis Tilt have all played for the club. 

Meanwhile, former Baggies supremo 
Dan Ashworth is set to leave the Football 
Association to become technical director 
at Brighton & Hove Albion. 

The 47-year-old, who spent five success¬ 
ful years at the Baggies as technical direc¬ 


tor, has played a huge role in England’s 
recent success at both junior and senior 
level. However, the Seagulls have opened 
negotiations with him the FA and he is 
now set for a return to club football. 

The Baggies are close to appointing a 
new technical director themselves, with 
Nottingham Forest’s Luke Dowling fa¬ 
vourite to land the role. Dowling worked 
with Baggies boss Darren Moore five years 
ago when he was head of recruitment at 
Blackburn and Moore was coach. 


DENNY DESPAIR 
TITLE TIGHT 




Tyler Denny takes a hit from Reece Cartwright during the title bout in Walsall 


TYLER Denny suffered English 
title heartbreak after a nasty fa¬ 
cial injury put paid to his chanc¬ 
es of earning national honours. 

The 27 year-old Rowley Regis fighter suffered 
a first career defeat as his English middleweight 
title fight with Reece Cartwright, at Walsall Town 
Hall, was waved off. 

Denny had a deep gash to his lip, and a badly 
swollen eye, when referee Terry O’Connor sought 
the views of the ringside doctor for a second time 
midway through the eighth round. Rightly, the 
fight was waved off giving Leeds’ Cartwright the 


belt. In truth, it was a deserved victory for Cart¬ 
wright who boxed well behind an unorthodox jab 
and he would have surely been up on all three 
judges cards at the top of the stoppage. 

Denny, the Midlands Area Champion, will 
come again no doubt but he faces a spell on the 
sidelines as he waits for his facial injuries to heal 
having received four stitches to his lip. 

Blew 

Wolverhampton debutant Conah Walker stole 
the show as far as the undercard to this BCB Pro¬ 
motions show was concerned. 

The Ricky Hatton youngster blew away Jan 
Korec, securing a fourth round stoppage. Fellow 


The Rowley Regis fighter shows off his injuries 

debutant Troi ‘The Hawk’ Coleman impressed 
against the teak-tough Louis Van Poetsch. The 
Burntwood boxer won on points and can be 
pleased with his first foray into the pro game hav¬ 
ing made the switch from the unlicensed scene. 

Fellow Burntwood boxer, Dani Hodges, made 
it two wins on the bounce since switching from 
kickboxing as she overcame Poland’s Sonia Klos. 

Walsall duo, James Beech Jr and Levi Fergu¬ 
son, both cruised to victory over Simas Volosinas 
and Jordan Grannum respectively whilst Old¬ 
bury’s Ryan ‘Stewart’ Davis bounced back from 
a first career defeat to beat Jamie Quinn over six 
rounds. BCB Promotions’ are next in Walsall on 
October 27. 


Cockerton 
aims to make 
up 20 points 

LLOYD Shelley put his injury problems 
behind to reclaim the Formula 600 class 
title lead during the penultimate round 
at Darley Moor. 

The Burntwood ace had been out of 
action - and work - for three months 
suffering with sciatica in his back. 

But he showed no rustiness to claim 
two class victories as well as giving the 
lOOOcc-powered bike a run for their 
money on his smaller 600cc machine. 

Round six of the Darley Moor Motor 
Cycle Road Race Club Championship 
kept the marshals and officials busy due 
to several incidents and red-flags to stop 
racing whilst the track was made safe. 

Ben Scranage took victory in the 
All-comers non-championship race, 
ahead of Shelley, who finished fourth in 
the first Peak Cup race and then enjoyed 
a race-long battle with Richard Elgin 
in the second to finish third. Shelley 
recorded victory in both Formula 600 
races leaving him top of the standings. 

Neil Lloyd’s weekend, however, did 
not quite go to plan as he suffered fuel¬ 
ling problems on his usually-reliable 
Honda RVF in the Lightweight class, but 
the Wednesbury rider still came away 
with two top-five finishes. 

Anthony Eades and Wolverhampton’s 
Keith Box lead Open Sidecars class, with 
Willenhall’s McCauley Longmore top of 
the Formula 125 class. Dudley’s Mark 
Cockerton has a lot to do to make up the 
20 points needed to catch Chris Moore in 
the Classic 350 class. The final round is 
on October 7. 

Manager goes in 
appointment row 

CRADLEY Town are to appoint Chris 
Butts as manager after Ashley Causer 
resigned in a dispute with club bosses. 

Causer claims Butts was appointed as 
a ‘joint manager behind his back’. But 
chairman Trevor Thomas says he was 
brought in from Oldbury United to help 
turn around a poor start - but wasn’t 
given an official role. Oldbury are now 
interviewing for their vacant post. 

In the West Midlands Regional League 
on Saturday, Tividale beat Shawbury 
United 6-0, leaders Black Country Rang¬ 
ers drew 2-2 with Dudley Town, Dudley 
Sports lost 5-0 to Malvern and Smeth¬ 
wick Rangers lost 1-0 to Wellington. 
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